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Former 
caregiver 
sentenced 
for abuse, 

neglect
A HAZARD HERALD 

STAFF REPORT

On March 1, Attorney Gen-
eral Andy Beshear and his Offi ce 
of Medicaid Fraud and Abuse an-
nounced the sentencing of a for-
mer caregiver on abuse charges of 
a vulnerable Kentuckian at a Haz-
ard mental and physical disability 
facility in 2016.

Penny Caudill, 43, of Hazard, 
was sentenced Thursday, Feb. 28, 
in Perry Circuit Court after plead-
ing guilty to one count of wanton 
abuse or neglect of an adult, a Class 
D felony, as a result of an incident 
that occurred in September 2016. 

McConnell: 
EKCEP to 

get $1.75M
AN APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

STAFF REPORT

U.S. Senate Majority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell announced 
Monday that the Eastern Kentucky 
Concentrated Employment Pro-
gram will receive a $1.75 million 
grant to retrain former coal miners 
for different jobs.

According to a statement from 
McConnell’s offi ce, the U.S. De-
partment of Labor has awarded the 
grant to allow EKCEP to continue 

Montessori school in Hazard abruptly closes
On Feb. 28, the Hazard 
Lions Club 
Montessori School 
closed its doors after 
20 years of service to 
the community.

Hazard Herald photo by 
Katie Kelley

BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

On Feb. 28, the Hazard Lions Club 
Montessori School offi cially closed its 
doors, just three days after notifying 
parents of their closing. 

Jeanette Combs, the director of 
the Hazard Lions Club Montessori, 
said she, along with other staff at the 
school, were unaware of their closing 
until Friday, Feb. 22 during a Hazard 
Lions Club board meeting. “We were 
informed that we were in fi nancial dif-
fi culty,” said Combs. “We knew it was 
bad but not as serious as it was,” she 
continued. 

Combs said that on Monday, Feb. 
25, the center’s staff sent letters home 

See CLOSES, Page 12A

See SENTENCED, Page 6A

See EKCEP, Page 4A

Perry man facing murder charge

Hazard Herald photos by Katie Kelley, Perry County Sheriff’s Offi ce

On Feb. 27, the Perry County Sheriff’s Department responded to a call reporting a person found dead as a result of multiple gunshot wounds at Four-
seam. The investigation led to the arrest of a Perry County man, James Ronnie McIntosh, below, on charges including murder.

Police say victim 
found dead of multiple 

gunshot wounds
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

A Perry County man is facing a murder charge after 
another man was found dead of multiple gunshot wounds.

On Feb. 27, the Perry County Sheriff’s Department 
said, offi cers responded to a call involving a body found in 
the Fourseam community of Perry County. 

The PCSD stated they received the call at approxi-
mately 4 p.m., when an off-duty deputy traveling to work 
discovered a man lying on Fourseam Road. The deputy, 
said PCSD offi cials, instructed a passerby to call 911 while 

See MURDER, Page 2A


