
Thursday, September 5, 2019
VOLUME 111, NUMBER 34 • 20 PAGES

WWW.HAZARD-HERALD.COM • $1.00

BY DESTINY CALDWELL

STAFF WRITER

Several Perry County locals came 
together recently to offer some support 
for the miners affected by the bankrupt-
cy of Blackjewel. 

With the help of various local busi-
nesses and organizations, the individu-
als were able to offer a wide variety of 
food games and activities at the Perry 

County Park on Saturday, Aug. 31, with 
the proceeds going toward helping 
Blackjewel miners. 

Sevan Campbell, one of the event 
organizers, is also part of a family who 
is being affected by the bankruptcy of 
Blackjewel, as her husband, TJ Camp-
bell is one of the miners who was laid off.

“Not only (were the miners) laid off 
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Over the weekend, po-
lice said, an inmate escaped 
custody of the Kentucky 
River Regional Jail by over-
powering a guard and tak-
ing his clothes. The inmate, 
offi cials said, was located 

and arrested approximately 
six hours later.

“Around 4:45-4:50 p.m., 
on Sunday, Sept. 1, inmate 
Carl Engle was at the hos-
pital due to complaints he 
had with his health, chest 
pains,” said Jail Administra-
tor Lonnie Brewer, explain-
ing that Engle had earlier 

claimed to have ingested 
illegal substances, causing 
him to be put in observation 
at Hazard ARH. 

Engle, Brewer said, 
asked to use the restroom, 
and then took that opportu-
nity to attack the guard and 
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The law enforcement agen-
cies within Perry County have 
partnered to create a task force 
focusing on reducing the number 
of fatalities in the county in which 
the victims aren’t wearing seat 
belts. 

Perry County Sheriff’s De-

partment, Hazard Police Depart-
ment and Kentucky State Police 
Post 13 are working with each oth-
er and other entities in the county 
to address this problem. 

KSP Post 13 Capt. Jennifer 
Sandlin said that all three law en-
forcement agencies are at work 
trying to fi nd ways to reduce the 
number of unbelted fatalities in 
Perry County through various av-

enues. 
“Perry County is the number 

one county in the commonwealth 
for unbelted fatalities,” Sandlin 
said. “In 2016, 100 percent of pas-
sengers killed in fatalities were 
unbelted, so we had 10 fatalities, 
10 unbelted persons that were 
killed. In 2017, it was 100 percent 
also. We had six total fatalities 
and no one was utilizing a seat-

belt. It improved a little bit in 2018, 
it was like 80 percent. We had fi ve 
fatalities and four of those were 
unbelted.”

In 2019, the numbers have im-
proved but there is still cause for 
concern.

“So far in 2019 we’ve had six 
fatalities and two were unbelted,” 
she said. 

She added that the data for 

2019 does not yet include the colli-
sion that happened on Ky. 15 near 
Chavies on Aug. 20. That crash 
resulted in the deaths of Robbie 
Robinson and Jeanie Gayhart, 
both were unbelted.

“That’s a big red fl ag to us, 
two years a row everyone killed in 
a collision was unbelted,” Sandlin 

Officials: Perry County has highest number of unbelted fatalities
Law enforcement agencies join together to change statistics
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Police say Carl Engle, an inmate at KRRJ, assaulted a guard and 
escaped custody on Sunday. Later that night, Engle was found 
and brought back into custody. 

Officials: Inmate overpowered 
guard, escaped

Engle later arrested and lodged back in KRRJ
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A fun day in the park doubled as a fundraising event for the Blackjewel miners of Perry 
County. While participants got to enjoy food, a car show, infl atables and more, the event 
organizers were raising as much as they could for families affected by the bankruptcy of 
Blackjewel.

Community holds fundraiser 
for Blackjewel miners
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On Wednesday, Sept. 
4, state and local offi cials 
gathered at the Perry 
County Public Library to 
celebrate the announce-

ment of a partnership be-
tween Intuit and SYKES, 
which is expected to bring 
a minimum of 300 full-time 
customer service jobs to 
Perry County’s Coal Fields 
Regional Industrial Park. 

In June of this year, 

after more than a decade 
serving the area, SYKES 
announced layoffs of 179 
employees at the Hazard 
location due to the loss of 
a prior client. Company 
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On Wednesday, state and local offi cials gathered to celebrate the announcement of a partnership 
between the companies of Intuit and SYKES. Gov. Matt Bevin said he feels the partnership truly 
highlights the efforts throughout the commonwealth to ensure economic success.

Intuit partners with 
SYKES to bring more jobs 

to Perry County
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