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Recently, a Combs 

man was indicted on sev-

eral charges by a Perry 

County grand jury. 
According to court 

documents, Garland Ham-
blin, 45, of Combs, was in-
dicted on several charges 
including fi rst-degree 

traffi cking a controlled 
substance more than 
four grams, fi rst-degree 
traffi cking a controlled 
substance more than two 
grams, theft of identity 
of another without con-
sent, drug paraphernalia 
and second-degree per-
sistent felony offender. 
These charges, stated 
the indictment, alleged-
ly occurred in July 2021 
when Hamblin knowingly 
and lawfully possessed 
cocaine with the intent to 
sell. Hamblin, said the in-
dictment, also possessed 
methamphetamine and 
possessed baggies used 

to store controlled sub-

stances. 

Court documentation 

states that Hamblin also 

gave Gregory Hamblin’s 

name and date of birth 

in order to prevent being 

charged under his name. 

Hamblin allegedly com-

mitted these felonies after 

having been convicted of 

receiving stolen property 

under $10,000 in Oct. 2019. 

Hamblin’s arraign-

ment is scheduled for Oct. 

14. He is ordered to have no 

contact or communication 

with Gregory Hamblin. 

Editor’s note: An in-

dictment is merely an ac-

cusation and the defendant 

is presumed innocent until, 

and unless, proven guilty.
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Post 13 Troopers honored at Kentucky 

State Police Sworn Award Ceremony

Submitted photo

From left, Trooper Jerry Baker Jr., Sergeant Vicki Day, Trooper Issac Whitaker, Detective Chris Collins, Trooper Matt Gayheart, 

Detective Brandon Thomas, Detective Josh Huff, Trooper Ronnie Long, Detective Eric Caldwell, Trooper Patrick Bailey and Trooper 

Bruce Kelly received awards during the recent Kentucky State Police Sworn Award Ceremony held in Lexington.
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On Sept. 30, the Kentucky State 
Police (KSP) held the annual Sworn 
Awards Ceremony in Lexington to 
honor 55 troopers and offi cers who put 
on a uniform each day to patrol Ken-
tucky’s neighborhoods with a mission 
of serving and protecting their fellow 
citizens. The achievement awards pre-
sented were for acts of service that oc-
curred during 2020.

“The past year and a half has 

been a battle none of us ever expect-
ed to fi ght,” said Gov. Andy Beshear. 
“And yet we have shown up every day, 
together, to get through this public 
health crisis. The men and women of 
KSP have worked on the frontlines, as 
they always do, ready to handle any 
emergency that the commonwealth 
faces. Thank you to all troopers, offi -
cers and support personnel for your 
continued service to our common-
wealth.”

On behalf of the Beshear adminis-
tration, Justice and Public Safety Cab-

inet Deputy Secretary Keith Jackson 
attended the ceremony to personally 
congratulate the award recipients and 
assist with the presentation. Deputy 
Secretary Jackson thanked the award 
recipients for their valiant service to 
the commonwealth and protection of 
all Kentuckians.

KSP Commissioner Phillip Bur-
nett, Jr. also spoke during the ceremo-
ny, thanking troopers and offi cers for 
going beyond their regular job duties 

See TROOPERS, Page 12A

Local author

celebrates

recently released 

horror stories
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Hazard native and lo-
cal author Joey Webb is 
celebrating October and 
the spooky season by en-
couraging the communi-
ty’s support of his recently 
released horror stories 
that came out in March 
of this year. Webb said he 
began writing at an early 
age, with science fi ction 
and horror being his fa-
vorite genres, and has an 
interest in writing poetry 
as well. Over the years, 
Webb has published sever-
al books in the horror and 
science fi ction genres, and 
said he has also directed 
and acted in several inde-
pendent fi lms.

Webb’s two books of 
horror, sci-fi  short sto-
ries are entitled “Pleas-
ant Screams” and “Gory 
Stories,” respectively. His 
“Blood Brothers Saga” 
tells the story of feuding 
brothers – one a vampire 
and the other a werewolf 
– battling in different time 
periods. His short sto-
ry “Night Owl,” which is 
about a trucker battling 
vampires, was also pub-

lished in the anthology 
“Deadhead Miles” from 
Breaking Fate Publishing.

“Pleasant Screams,” 
said Webb, is a creepy col-
lection of weird science 
fi ction stories and spine 
tingling horror. This col-
lection, he said, mixes 
gore, humor and even a lit-
tle romance for a “weirdly 
wonderful ride that’s not 
for the faint of heart.”

Webb said in “Gory 
Stories,” readers are taken 
into a dark world of night-
mares with twenty sick-
eningly sadistic short sto-
ries featuring well known 
fi ends such as vampires, 
zombies, werewolves 
and serial killers along 
with lesser known but 

Joey Webb

See WEBB, Page 7A

Perry County man indicted 
on trafficking, more

Hazard, Perry 
school officials

provide
community

updates
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During the Sept. 28 Hazard-Perry 
County Chamber of Commerce meeting, 
superintendents of the Hazard Indepen-
dent and Perry County School Districts 
discussed measures their facilities have 
taken during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
provided a community update. 

“It’s defi nitely been a trying couple of 
years to say the least, but we’ve been able 

to navigate it and do some different things,” 

said Jonathan Jett, superintendent of the 

Perry County Schools District. Among 

those measures, said Jett, have been mask-

ing, social distancing, disinfecting, vaccina-

tions, testing and providing additional as-

sistance to students who need it. “We’ve put 

a lot of things in place to try to prevent the 

spread of COVID over the last two years. 

Of course masking is the biggest thing we 

See SCHOOLS, Page 7A


