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Hazard Herald photos by Katie Kelley

This year, the Perry County Fair featured several new attractions along with returning favorites.

Officials say 2022 Perry County Fair a success
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

From June 16-18, the 

Perry County Fair was held 

in the Perry County Park, 

returning for its fi rst time in 

two years.

Due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Perry Coun-

ty Fair was canceled the 

past two years. This year, 

the fair returned featuring 

several new attractions and 

returning crowd pleasers. 

Among the activities held 

during this year’s fair were 

the X-Pogo stunt show; 

Aussie Kingdom; Gamerz 

Truck; Cowtown USA; a 

hot air balloon; a youth live-

stock show; a nightly corn-

hole tourney (cash prize); 

remote control car races; a 

trackless train; yard games; 

hiking; the Perry County 

Pool; miniature golf; and 

much more. 

Wanda Brown, the 

event coordinator for the 

Perry County Fiscal Court 

and the secretary of the 

Perry County Fair Board, 

said the fair board received 

a lot of positive feedback 

from the community, and 

feels that the fair was suc-

cessful in its return. 

“I was pleased. We 

had crowds and everyone 

seemed to have a good 

time,” said Brown. “It was a 

big success.”

Brown said she feels 

that the weather and the 

new attractions were large 

contributors to the success 

of the fair. “Thursday’s 

weather, we felt held our 

crowd down a little bit be-

cause it was so hot,” said 

Brown. 

See FAIR, Page 2A

AN APPALACHIAN 

NEWSPAPERS

STAFF REPORT

Appalachian Newspa-

pers Regional Advertising 

Director Danny Coleman 

died on June 20 at the age 

of 50.

Coleman, a resident of 

Belfry, had worked at Ap-

palachian Newspapers as 

advertising sales represen-

tative from 2000 to 2007, 

then became advertising 

director again from 2015 

until the time of his passing, 

overseeing advertising op-

erations for the Appalachian 

News-Express in Pikeville, 

the Floyd County Chronicle 

and Times in Prestonsburg, 

the Hazard Herald in Haz-

ard, the Mingo Messenger 

in Williamson, West Virgin-

ia, and The Paintsville Her-

ald in Paintsville.

Coleman, a resident of 

Belfry, had worked at Ap-

palachian Newspapers as 

advertising sales represen-

tative from 2000 to 2001, 

and served as advertising 

director from 2001 to 2007, 

then became advertising di-

rector again from 2015 un-

til the time of his passing, 

overseeing advertising op-

erations for the Appalachian 

News-Express in Pikeville, 

the Floyd County Chronicle 

and Times in Prestonsburg, 

the Hazard Herald in Haz-

ard, the Mingo Messenger 

in Williamson, West Virgin-

ia, and The Paintsville Her-

ald in Paintsville.

Appalachian News-

papers Inc. Publisher Jeff 

Vanderbeck said that Cole-

man was an “honest man 

who loved his family, his 

wife and his co-workers.” 

Additionally, Vanderbeck 

Danny Coleman
See COLEMAN, Page 3A

Coleman, Appalachian Newspapers ad director, dies at 50

A HAZARD HERALD 

STAFF REPORT

On June 13, the Com-

monwealth of Kentucky 

released the 2021 Drug 

Overdose Report, which in-

dicates that 2,250 Kentucki-

ans died from drug overdos-

es in 2021, a 14.5 percent 

increase compared with 

the year prior. More than 

107,000 overdose deaths 

were reported in the United 

States between December 

2020 to December 2021.

Addiction, said the re-

port, remains one of the 

most critical public health 

and safety issues facing 

the Commonwealth of Ken-

tucky. The fi ndings of the 

report show how the diver-

sion and abuse of prescrip-

tion drugs, heroin, meth-

amphetamine and illicit 

fentanyl have contributed to 

an alarming, sustained in-

crease in overdose deaths.

Within the report’s col-

lected data, offi cials found 

that the number of overdose 

deaths have increased each 

year for the past few years. 

In 2019, there were 1,316 

overdose deaths; statewide 

in 2020, there were 1,964 

overdose deaths, a 49 per-

cent increase from 2019; 

and in 2021, there were 

2,250 overdose deaths, a 

14.5 percent increase from 

2020.

This concerning trend 

of increasing overdose 

deaths, offi cials said, is due 

to several contributing fac-

tors, with the most signifi -

cant contributors being the 

rise in illicit fentanyl and 

the indirect effects from the 

COVID-19 pandemic, which 

brought a rise in overdose 

deaths and new addictions 

nationwide.

According to cases 

autopsied by Kentucky’s 

Offi ce of the State Medical 

Examiner and toxicology 

reports submitted by Ken-

tucky coroners, the rise in 

the death toll was driven 

largely by an increased use 

in fentanyl, which accounts 

for approximately 70 per-

cent of all overdose deaths 

for the year. Additionally, 

the increase in overdose 

deaths was worsened by 

the widespread availability 

of potent inexpensive meth-

amphetamine.

Additionally, the report 

said, COVID-19 caused in-

terruptions to people’s daily 

lives bringing about greater 

isolation, economic con-

cerns and increased anxi-

ety about the future, public 

health, sickness and the 

ability to meet one’s basic 

needs. All of these issues 

are detrimental to those 

struggling with addiction or 

in recovery, said the report. 

Perry County, the re-

port shows, was ranked in 

the top fi ve Kentucky coun-

ties with the highest rates 

of drug overdose deaths in 

2021. The top fi ve counties 

with high overdose rates in-

cluded: 

• Estill County had 22 

drug overdose deaths and 

a rate of 147.89 overdose 

deaths per 100,000 resi-

dents;

• Gallatin County had 

12 drug overdose deaths 

2021 Kentucky Drug Overdose Report released

See OVERDOSE, Page 4A


