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Further progress was made to the Appala-
chian Arts Alliance’s ArtStation building 
when the group had part of the building 
demolished June 4. The demolition work 
was necessary to move forward, said 
Downtown Coordinator Bailey Richards, 
an Appalachian Arts Alliance board mem-
ber. “All we’re doing is that was an old 
addition that had become completely 
unusable anymore and it was unsafe, un-
stable and was about to fall down,” said 
Richards. “We need to put a new roof on 
the building and in order to do a new roof, 
we had to get rid of this part. We’re in 
the process of working with a couple of 
contractors to get the final estimates for 
the roof.” The area being torn down, she 
said, will soon be turned into a courtyard. 
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Following this year’s theme of 
revitalizing and beautifying down-
town Hazard, city offi cials recently 

addressed community members 
and provided an update on what the 
city plans to do with abandoned, di-
lapidated and blighted buildings.

“It is apparent to us that we have 
done a poor job in the past of keep-

ing the citizens informed on all the 
steps we are taking to try to better 
our city,” Hazard city offi cials said 
in a statement written by Downtown 
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As the trial for a man accused 
of murder in the August fatal 
shooting of a man at Combs got 
underway this week, Judge Alison 
Wells said she expected the trial 
to last all of this week.

Harold Hayes, 38, of Busy, was 
arrested last year for his suspect-
ed involvement in the August 2018 
fatal shooting of Terry Stidham, 
38, also of Busy, that occurred at 
Elm Shoal Branch in the Combs 

community. 
“During any trial, there are 

what’s called ‘questions of law’ 
and ‘questions of fact,’” said Cor-
dell Williams, representing the 
Commonwealth Attorney’s Offi ce, 
during his opening statements. “It 
is important to know that during 
all of this, nothing that Mr. Ri-
ley says and nothing I say is evi-
dence.”

Williams explained to the jury 
that many of the witnesses testify-
ing in the case will “never be citi-
zens of the year,” but jurors must 

try to analyze the physical evi-
dence and the witness testimonies 
to draw conclusions. 

Attorney Frank Riley, repre-
senting Hayes, said that during 
the course of the trial that the jury 
members will have to look at the 
evidence from multiple perspec-
tives.

“What the state wants to 
prove – they’ve got these bricks 
and they want to build a brick wall. 
They want to use those bricks to 

BY NICOLE ZIEGE

APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

People from Hazard and the sur-
rounding area will get the chance to 
receive free medical care, as the Re-
mote Area Medical Free Clinic is set 
to return to the area on June 8-9.

The Remote Area Medical Free 

ArtStation building moves forward
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Hazard city officials have been working to enforce ordinances centering upon abandoned and blighted 
properties, such as these in the city.

Hazard city officials address ordinance
enforcement for abandoned properties

Free medical 
clinic set for 

Hazard

Murder trial gets underway in Perry
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