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STAFF WRITER

On Aug. 2, Primary 
Care Centers of Eastern 

Kentucky announced the 
expansion of the facility’s 
pediatric unit, as well as 
welcoming the addition of 
two new pediatricians to the 

staff. 
Among the updates 

done to the pediatric unit, 
was a remodeling of the 
area to become a “Kid’s 

Zone,” which is an ani-
mal-themed area for child 
patients to wait and be seen 
by care providers. In one 
area, there is now an inter-

active dry erase board, ar-
cade games, toys for small 
children and heat sensitive 
spaces to put hands on. 
Each of the rooms in the pe-

diatric unit have also been 
painted with murals of ani-
mal themed environments 
and has animal character 
beds to match the room’s 
themes. 

Barry Martin, the CEO 
of Primary Care Centers of 
Eastern Kentucky, said the 
expansion of the unit, hir-
ing of additional staff and 
the remodeling of the rooms 
were all to better serve the 
community, and to make 
the environment more wel-
coming to children.  

“We wanted to make it 
kind of unique for the kids,” 
said Martin. “Something to 
make it fun to come to the 
doctor’s offi ce.”

Martin continued, add-
ing that the steps taken to 
appeal to the children have 
worked on parents and 
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Last week, during the 
July 27 Perry County Fiscal 
Court meeting, court mem-
bers approved a memoran-
dum of agreement (MOA) 
with the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet to resurface 
various county roads (with 
discretionary funding) 
and approved a resolution 
adopting and approving the 
execution of a memoran-
dum of agreement (MOA) 
between the Perry County 
Fiscal Court and the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet for 
discretionary funding in the 
amount of $735,500.

“This is where we wrote 
up about $1.2-1.3 million in 

roads that we knew would 
meet the criteria that, when 
the state came out to look 
at, would have that 8, 9, 
or 10 that they would be 
rated,” said Perry County 
Judge-Executive Scott Alex-
ander. “They’re approving 
about 700 or so thousand 
worth of these roads.”

The funds, said Al-
exander, can not be used 
for everything the county 
roads need, such as gravel 
or blacktop, and will only be 
used for resurfacing. 

“This is resurfacing 
roads. This money can’t be 
used for gravel,” said Alex-
ander. “We wish we could 
do more for blacktop, ev-
erybody here wants to do 
more. There’s no reason we 
wouldn’t blacktop any road 
if we had the funding.”

A motion was made 
and all court members vot-
ed to approve a memoran-
dum of agreement (MOA) 
with the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet to resurface vari-
ous county roads (with dis-
cretionary funding) as well 
as to approve a resolution 
adopting and approving the 
execution of a memoran-
dum of agreement (MOA) 
between the Perry County 
Fiscal Court and the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet for 
discretionary funding in the 
amount of $735,500.
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Perry County Fiscal 

Court to enter into MOA 

for road resurfacing

PCCEK expands pediatric unit, hires new staff members

Hazard Herald photos by Katie Kelley

In addition to hiring new personnel, Primary Care Centers of Eastern Kentucky has expanded its pediatric unit, including the creation of a “Kid’s Zone.” See PCCEK, Page 6A

2020 state overdose report shows 
marked increase, alarms local officials

BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

On Aug. 3, the Kentucky Justice 
and Public Safety Cabinet and Of-
fi ce of Drug Control Policy (ODCP) 
announced that the 2020 Overdose 
Fatality Report was released, and 
said the report shows that the death 

toll from overdoses has greatly in-

creased, driven by a rise in opioid 

abuse, fentanyl and fentanyl ana-

logues. 

The report indicates more than 

1,964 Kentuckians died from drug 

overdoses in 2020, a 49 percent in-

crease in drug overdose deaths com-

pared with the year prior. The nation-

al number of overdose deaths for 

2020 — more than 93,000 — is the 

highest number of overdose deaths 

ever recorded in a 12-month period. 

According to resident cases autop-

sied by the Kentucky Offi ce of the 

Medical Examiner and toxicology 

See OVERDOSE, Page 7A

Hazard’s Civic 

Fellows pre-

sented to the 

Hazard-Perry 

County Cham-

ber of Com-

merce during 

the chamber’s 

July 27 meet-

ing.
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Hazard Civic Fellows recognized 

for service to area
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During the July 27 

Chamber of Commerce 

meeting, the Hazard Civ-

ic Fellows provided a re-

port to the Chamber of 

Commerce members and 

guests, and discussed their 

summer projects they had 

worked on throughout the 

internship. Afterward, the 

Fellows were named Dukes 

and Duchesses of Hazard 

for the completion of their 

summer internship which 

ended in late July. 

This was the third year 

that the city has offered 

the internship, which was 

intended for helping high 

school and college students 

who are interested in a ca-

reer in government or pol-

icy. Throughout the sum-

mer internship, 2021 Civic 

Fellows Taylor Williams, 

Jarrett Napier and Wallace 

Bates worked alongside Ju-

nior Fellows Carley Watts 

and Terry Davidson to en-

gage in three major activ-

ities, completing approxi-

mately 200 hours of work 

on behalf of the city. 

Those activities includ-

ed a large project on behalf 

See FELLOWS, Page 7A


