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Blair: ‘Justice 
served’ in DUI 

death case
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

A Bulan man pleaded guilty to a man-
slaughter charge linked to the death of a 
Perry County man in a DUI crash in 2017.

On, Tuesday, April 30, Kaegan 
Welch-Embry, 25, appeared in Perry 
County Circuit Court for trial in relation to 
the 2017 death of Stephen Griffi e. Embry 
was indicted in October 2017, and charged 
with murder and fi rst-offense operating a 
motor vehicle under the infl uence. 

According to court documents, in 
March 2017, Embry knowingly operated a 
motor vehicle while under the infl uence of 
alcohol or other intoxicating substances. 
This, documents stated, created a known 
risk of death to other persons and did 
cause the death of Stephen Griffi e, an oc-
cupant in another vehicle.

The morning of the trial, as offi cials 
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Indictment: Duo 
used prosthetic 
leg to smuggle 

drugs
A HAZARD HERALD

STAFF REPORT

A Hazard man and woman have been 
indicted for allegedly trying to smuggle 
drugs into the Kentucky River Regional 
Jail in March using a prosthetic leg.

Heather Sebastian, 32, of Hazard, 
and Joseph Thomas, 32, of Hazard, were 
arrested in March on a charge of fi rst-de-
gree promoting contraband. 

According to the indictment, in 
March, Joseph Thomas, an inmate at the 
Kentucky River Regional Jail, had Heath-
er Sebastian place pills (suboxone and 
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HHS theater’s spring production 
a success, officials say

BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

On April 26 and 27, 
Hazard High School’s the-
ater team performed “Ar-
senic and Old Lace” at the 
Hal Rogers Forum. The 
play followed two elderly 
sisters, Martha and Abby, 
their nephew Teddy and a 
young couple through var-
ious mysteries, twists and 
turns. 

Luke Glaser, a teach-
er at HHS and the theater 
group’s faculty adviser, said 
approximately 300 people 
attended the annual spring 
production over the week-
end. Glaser said the spring 
production is always chosen 
by the students. The execu-
tive team chooses three or 
four productions, then the 
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HHS students performed “Arsenic and Old Lace” for approximately 300 people on April 26 and 27.

‘Civic Night’ honors community involvement
BY DESTINY CALDWELL

STAFF WRITER 

The Hazard-Perry County 
Chamber of Commerce held 
its 67th annual Civic Night on 
Tuesday, April 30, in the First 
Federal Center at Hazard Com-
munity and Technical College. 
During the celebration several 
within the county were hon-
ored for their work with and for 
the community. 

The guest speaker for civic 
night, Nick Wilson, the winner 
of season 37 of the television 
show “Survivor,” and a native 
of Whitley County, Kentucky. 
Wilson was known as the 
“Country Lawyer” during his 

See CIVIC, Page 6A

Williamsburg native 
Nick Wilson, who won 
season 37 of “Sur-
vivor” was the guest 
speaker for Tues-
day’s Hazard-Perry 
County Chamber of 
Commerce annual 
Civic Night. Several 
Perry County resi-
dents were honored 
Tuesday night at 
the event. Special 
awards were also 
given to members of 
the community and 
Hazard Community 
and Technical College 
honored several 
school districts.
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