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A Perry County couple 
was sentenced last week 
in federal court in connec-
tion with charges that they 
forced minor children in 
their care to make and sell 
homemade items or be sub-
jected to various punish-
ments.

According to a state-
ment from the offi ce of U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Kentucky Robert 
M. Duncan Jr., Jordan Allen 
Otis, 26, and Tiffany Louis 
Walsh, 34, were sentenced 
in federal court to 360 
months and 108 months in 
federal prison respectively, 
by U.S. District Judge Rob-
ert Wier for labor traffi ck-
ing charges. Otis had pre-
viously pled guilty to using 
force and threats of force to 
obtain labor and services, 
and Walsh had previously 
pled guilty to benefi ting 
fi nancially from labor traf-
fi cking.

According to their 
plea agreements, Otis and 
Walsh used threats of phys-
ical force to compel minor 
victims to make various 
homemade items and sell 
those items, by walking 
door to door for approxi-
mately six hours a day. Otis 
also admitted to forcing the 
victims to hand out fl yers he 
made, which offered various 
services the victims would 
provide for payment. Otis 
further admitted that, if the 
victims did not comply, they 
had to choose a punish-
ment from a “punishment 
jar,” which was fi lled with 

handwritten punishments 
he would impose. Otis kept 
all or most of the money 
for himself, and used it to 
purchase electronics, ciga-
rettes and food for himself 
and Walsh. Their criminal 
conduct occurred from 
March 2016 through May 
2017, in Hazard and other 
locations, including Tennes-
see and South Carolina.

“Protecting the most 
vulnerable, including chil-
dren, from harm is a fun-
damental priority for law 
enforcement. Because of 
the dedicated work of FBI 
and KSP personnel, the 
defendants were held ac-
countable for their crimes,” 
Duncan said. “The lengthy 
sentences imposed under-
score the seriousness of the 
conduct and help ensure 
the defendants are not able 
to victimize others for the 
foreseeable future.”

Under federal law, 
Otis and Walsh must serve 
85 percent of their prison 
sentences and upon their 
release will be under the 
supervision of the U.S. 
Probation Offi ce for three 
years.

 U.S. Attorney Duncan; 
James Robert Brown, spe-
cial agent in charge, FBI, 
Louisville Field Offi ce; 
and Commissioner Rodney 
Brewer, Kentucky State 
Police, jointly made the an-
nouncement. 

The investigation was 
directed by the FBI and 
KSP. The United States was 
represented by Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Hydee Haw-
kins.
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The construction project in Allais that will result in 15 new homes is moving into its next phase in August.

Allais construction 

project ready for next 

phase
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

At the beginning of the year, the 
Allais construction project began 
with the demolition of the old Allais 
Shopping Center near the end of Jan-
uary. Since then, city workers have 
made progress on the site, and the 
project is now ready to enter into the 
second phase in August. Once com-
pleted, the project will result in 15 
new houses.

Hazard City Manager Derrick 
Hall said the project has been ongo-
ing for a while, ever since the city 
was awarded CBG funds totaling ap-
proximately $791,000 for the Allais 
project. The funding, he said, has 
been used to acquire and clear the 

site, and will also be used to install 
water lines, sewer lines, access roads 
and a retaining wall in the upcoming 
months. 

“That project is well in motion. 
The building has been demolished, 
the debris has been removed and 
they are putting in the sewer as we 
speak,” Hall said during the July 20 
meeting of the Hazard City Commis-
sion. Hall said he expects a retaining 
wall to be built up this week. “Once 
that is in place, we’ll redo Dogwood 
Lane and make it a little bit wider for 
those folks living there as well.”

Hazard Mayor Donald “Happy” 
Mobelini said this project is unlike 
many others for the area. 

“If you look at the city’s make-
up, this will be the fi rst true subdi-
vision that’s been built in the down-

town area since they built the houses 
out by the hospital,” said Mobelini. 
“These are going to be 15 really nice 
homes.” 

The construction company, said 
Hall, should be ready to hand the 
project over to the Housing Develop-
ment Alliance in August for them to 
complete their portion of the project. 
Once the project enters into this next 
phase, the HDA will build the 15 new 
energy effi cient houses, which will 
all then be sold to eligible clients.

If anyone is interested in becom-
ing a homeowner at the new houses 
being built in Allais, email, pam@
housingdevelopmentalliance.org. 
Forms can also be fi lled out online 
by visiting, https://www.housingde-
velopmentalliance.org/where-do-i-
start.

KRRJ adjusts to COVID-19 changes
BY KATIE KELLEY
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Like many facilities 
and organizations, the Ken-
tucky River Regional Jail 
has been impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
has been implementing 
changes to ensure safety. 

One of the largest im-
pacts the pandemic has had 
on the jail, said Jail Admin-
istrator Lonnie Brewer, is 
regarding funding and pop-
ulation aspects. 

“Our numbers have 
went way down,” said Brew-
er. “The jail population, we 
were running — before the 
virus — around 270-275 (in-
mates), but after the virus, 
we’ve been down as low as 
148, so it’s a big difference.” 

With this decrease in 
population, he said, comes a 

decrease in funding. 
“The jail budget has 

went way down. We’re 
based on per diem, so we 
get paid by the state and we 
get paid by Perry and Knott 
Counties per diem,” said 
Brewer. “When you lose 
120 inmates, you’re talking 
roughly $100,000 to 110,000 
a month we’re not bringing 
in revenue that we’ve had 
to tighten our belts and let 
some things go. You have to 
feed the inmates, you have 
to pay the staff and you have 
to provide for medical care.” 

KRRJ, Brewer said, is 
still trying to maintain all of 
the previous functions they 
did before on a much more 
limited budget. 

The jail, he said, 
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The Kentucky River Regional Jail, like many other detention facilities, has been impacted by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, even if a case has not yet been diagnosed within its walls.See KRRJ, Page 3A


