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BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

On Sept. 24, a report 
released by the Center for 
Business and Economic 
Research (CBER) in the 
Gatton College of Business 
and Economics at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky named 
12 Kentucky school dis-
tricts that have been labeled 
“bright spots.” Among the 
12 schools was the Hazard 
Independent School Dis-
trict. 

In the report, research-
ers from CBER, with sup-
port from and in partner-
ship with the Prichard 
Committee for Academic 
Excellence, analyzed 2012-
2017 education data from 
the state’s 173 school dis-
tricts. Researchers also 
identifi ed key factors affect-

ing academic achievement 
and constructed statistical 
models to predict an ex-
pected level of performance 
on state assessments within 
the report.

The following school 
districts performed at sig-
nifi cantly higher levels than 
predicted and are consid-
ered “bright spots” in the 
report: Barbourville Inde-
pendent; Fleming County; 
Grayson County; Hazard In-
dependent; Hickman Coun-
ty; Jenkins Independent; 
Monroe County; Paints-
ville Independent; Pineville 
Independent; Robertson 
County; Somerset Indepen-
dent and Woodford County.

“We looked at elemen-
tary and middle school per-
formance on the K-PREP 

BY DESTINY CALDWELL
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A crowd gathered at 
Hazard City Hall Tuesday 
to discuss funding of more 
than $165,000 Hazard has 
received to do work on local 
roads. 

Gray Tomblyn II, com-
missioner for the Depart-
ment of Rural and Munici-
pal Aid, along with Hazard 
Mayor Donald “Happy” 
Mobelini and Perry County 
Judge-Executive Scott Alex-

ander addressed the crowd. 
Tomblyn announced that 
the City of Hazard would be 
receiving a grant for black-
topping eight roads in the 
city. 

“This will really help 
to continue the momentum 
that’s been in Hazard the 
past seven or eight months,” 
Mobelini said. 

Although the funding 
was meant for the City of 
Hazard, Alexander said that 
what benefi ts the city also 
benefi ts the county. 

“It’s always great work-
ing with the city, we’re one,” 
said Alexander. “We’re real-
ly one big region and were 
doing more and more to rec-
ognize that.” 

He added that improv-
ing infrastructure, such 
as these roads, would help 
bring in jobs to the area. 

“We all know we need 
jobs but there’s a lot of infra-
structure that comes with 
that and maintaining our 
roads is part of it,” said Al-
exander. 

Tomblyn said that since 
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The Black Gold Festival has 
been a staple in Hazard and Perry 
County for 39 years now and the lat-
est celebration was a big success, 
offi cials said this week. Crowds 
fi lled the streets of downtown Haz-

ard for all three days of the festival 
and the parade.

 “The streets have been full the 
whole time, so we can’t complain,” 
said Terry Feltner, chair of the 
Black Gold Festival.

Feltner said  a mix of old and 
new attractions helped draw in fes-
tival goers. “

We had a lot of returning food 
booths that everyone loved and a lot 
of our crafters”, said Feltner, “We 
had some new barbecue booths 
that are doing really well and a pret-
zel booth that was awesome.” 

She also mentioned attractions 
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Offi cials said this year’s Black Gold Festival, the 39th edition, was a success and they’re hoping that next year’s will be 
even better.

Organizers: 39th Annual Black 
Gold Festival a success
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