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ARH files 
lawsuit in 
connection 
with opioid 
epidemic

Water emergency ends, city working to prevent future incidents

Their ‘Night to 
Shine’

Action targets drug 
manufacturers, 

distributors, local 
alleged ’pill mills’

AN APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

STAFF REPORT

Eastern Kentucky’s largest healthcare 
system has fi led a legal action in federal court 
against several parties, including OxyContin 
manufacturer Purdue Pharma, drug distrib-
utors and marketers and even a Hazard “pill 
mill,” alleging all the businesses and organi-
zations contributed to the opioid epidemic in 
Eastern Kentucky.

The lawsuit was originally fi led in Perry 
Circuit Court in December by Appalachian 
Regional Healthcare, but was moved to U.S. 
District Court in London this past week. The 
lawsuit joins hundreds which have been fi led 

See LAWSUIT, Page 6A

Groundbreaking held for 
Hazard Steak ‘n Shake
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Steak ‘n Shake is making its way to Hazard this year. The new Steak ‘n Shake will be owned by locals Scott and Kim King, who have 
owned and operated several businesses in Perry County, such as the Chavies and Haddix food marts. A groundbreaking was held Feb. 
12, at East Perry Development across from Fazoli’s. Construction on the restaurant was set to begin by the end of this week, weather 
permitting, and the location is expected to open its doors in June.

BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

The 2019 “A Night 
to Shine” was hosted by 
Journey Christian Church 
and held at the First Fed-
eral Center of the Hazard 
Community and Technical 
College Feb. 8, providing a 
prom night experience for 
people with special needs. 

The event is sponsored 
by the Tim Tebow Founda-
tion and is hosted simulta-
neously around the world in 
more than 650 host church-
es across all 50 states, 22 
countries and 35 different 
denominations, said event 
offi cials. 

According to Ben Fu-
gate, the lead pastor of Jour-
ney Christian Church and 
president of the Hope House 

Homeless Shelter, this is the 
third year an event like that 
has been held in Hazard 
and was the second offi cial 
Night to Shine event here. 

Fugate said his church 
used to send a team of peo-
ple to Southland Christian 
Church in Lexington for a 
Jesus Prom, because it was 
the closest location that of-
fered the experience. Then 
three years ago, he said, 
some team members want-
ed to try hosting an event 
themselves. During that 
fi rst event in Hazard, Jour-
ney Church held a Jesus 
Prom and was nominated to 
the Tim Tebow Foundation. 
The church went through 
the process and was ap-
proved to start doing the “A 
Night to Shine” events, Fu-
gate continued.

Each year they have 
hosted an event, the crowd 
has increased, said Fugate 
explaining that the fi rst 
year drew in approximately 
150-200 people and the sec-
ond year saw an attendance 
of approximately 300-350 

people. Fugate said this 
year’s event had the highest 
turnout so far, with an esti-
mated 500 people in atten-
dance.

“It was a really cool 
night,” said Fugate. The 
night featured a variety of 

activities including dancing, 
karaoke, shoe shining, hair 
and make up, photo booths, 
limo rides and a dinner. 

All the special needs 
guests were crowned prom 

See SHINE, Page 12A
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Approximately 500 people came to celebrate “A Night to Shine,” providing a happy experience for 
special needs people in the region.

BY DESTINY CALDWELL 
STAFF WRITER

February began on a rough note 
for many citizens in Perry County 
when the City of Hazard issued a 
water supply emergency on Feb. 
1. During the emergency, Hazard 
Utilities customers were asked to 
conserve water while local business-
es dependent on water, such as car 
washes and laundromats, were tem-
porarily closed by the city. 

The water emergency was not 

limited to Hazard, however, and left 
many people in Leatherwood with-
out water for a number of days. 

“We lost (service to) approxi-
mately 125 homes in the Leather-
wood area,” said City Manager Der-
rick Hall. 

Hall said that the water emer-
gency was caused by a number of 
factors. 

“It was a combination of the 
breaks (in the water lines) as well as 
increased water usage from people 

See WATER, Page 6A


