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BY NICOLE ZIEGE

APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

The Remote Area Medi-
cal Free Clinic made its sec-
ond annual visit to Hazard 
last weekend to help hun-
dreds of patients around the 
area, providing them with 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars worth of free dental, 
vision and medical services.

The clinic opened at 
East Perry Elementary 
School last weekend, with 
hopeful patients lining up to 
receive the services begin-
ning at about 3 a.m. on both 
days. Volunteers, medical 
professionals, clinic staff, 
university students and 
their professors provided 
the services, and people of 
all ages could receive them 
with no identifi cation re-
quired. 

About 400 people vis-
ited the clinic in Hazard 
last year, and 516 patients 
received care from the clin-
ic this year, amounting to 
almost $223,000 worth of 
care, according to Kaylen 
Mallard, chief development 
offi cer for Remote Area 
Medical.

Mallard said the clinic 
is invited to come and pro-
vide their services to under-
served areas like Hazard, 
saying there can be a lack 
of accessible and affordable 
dental, vision and medical 
services in rural areas like 
Hazard.

As of 2017 in Perry 
County, there were 1,330 
people for each dentist, and 
there were 850 patients for 
each primary care physi-
cian, according to the Rob-
ert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion.

“We believe that every-
one should have access to 
healthcare,” Mallard said. 
“Rural areas don’t always 
have access to medical ser-

vices.”
Mallard said there also 

can be a shortage of medi-
cal providers in places like 
Hazard. In 2016, Kentucky 
ranked 40th among the 
United States in the size of 
its primary care workforce 
per 100,000 people, with 
2,696 practicing primary 
care physicians statewide, 
according to the Universi-
ty of Kentucky College of 
Medicine.

“We want to help as 
many patients as we can,” 
Mallard said.

Knott County native 
Ruby Ritchie, 62, visited the 
clinic for the fi rst time this 
year after hearing about it 
from a woman at her church 
who attended last year.

“She was well pleased,” 
Ritchie said. “That kind of 
encouraged me to come out 
and get an evaluation.”
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STAFF REPORT

One man is dead and a Ken-
tucky State Police trooper in-
jured following a confrontation 
Monday evening in the Bonny-
man community of Perry Coun-
ty, according to state police

Master Trooper Jody Sims, 
KSP Post 13 public affairs offi -
cer, said that, on June 10, troop-
ers with Kentucky State Police 
Post 13, KSP Drug Enforcement 
Special Investigations (DESI) 
East Interdiction Team and 
deputies from the Perry Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce responded to 
Hull School Road in an attempt 
to execute a search warrant at a 
residence.

Upon arrival, troopers and 
offi cers observed suspected 
drug activity by fi ve individuals 
outside of a neighboring resi-
dence, Sims said. They imme-
diately ran inside the residence 
from which a loud sound was 
heard that was thought to be a 
gunshot, Sims said. After a brief 
negotiation, three of the fi ve in-
dividuals came outside and were 
detained, said Sims. With no ad-
ditional communication with the 
remaining occupants, Sims said, 
offi cers shifted their attention to 
the original home to execute the 
search warrant. 

Sims said that, after an ex-
tended period of time, the two 
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On Friday, June 7, 
after a week-long trial, a 
jury found a Perry Coun-
ty man guilty for a 2018 
fatal shooting in Combs. 

Harold Hayes, 38, of 
Busy, was found guilty 
following a trial in Perry 
Circuit Court last week 
for his alleged involve-
ment in the fatal shoot-
ing of Terry Stidham, 

38, also of Busy, that 
occurred at Elm Shoal 
Branch in the Combs 
community last August. 

Throughout the 
trial, attorney Frank Ri-
ley, representing Hayes, 
discussed many reasons 
and scenarios that he 
felt showed reasonable 
doubt. Much of Riley’s 
argument revolved 
around the notion that 
the Kentucky State Po-
lice Post 13 based their 

investigation on lies and 
didn’t look into other 
leads. 

Riley pointed out 
that many of the witness 
testimonies contradict-
ed one another, and that 
the 911 call from the 
day of the murder even 
showed discrepancies in 
witness stories. 

“That’s where they 
(KSP) started — from a 
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TOP: Hardburly native Susan Linz, 32, cradles her 3-month-old son, Killian Linz, while waiting to receive free vision care 
at the Remote Area Medical Free Clinic, stationed at East Perry Elementary School in Hazard this weekend. Susan visit-
ed the clinic with her husband, Adam Linz, and her six children. Susan said she and her husband were forced to separate 
in order to keep their children’s insurance because their combined incomes exceeded the maximum amount required 
for her family to receive assistance. BOTTOM: People from Hazard and the surrounding area wait patiently in one of the 
hallways of East Perry Elementary School to be examined before receiving vision care at the free Remote Area Medical 
clinic. Provided vision care at the clinic included eye exams, glaucoma testing and prescription glasses made on site.

Free medical clinic ‘real blessing’ for Hazard Shooting 
leaves
trooper
injured,
suspect 

dead

Harold Hayes, the 
suspect in the August 
2018 shooting result-
ing in Terry Stidham’s 
death, was found 
guilty by a jury last 
week. 
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Perry County man found guilty of murder
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