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AC, HHS battle in rivalry matchup. - B1
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TODAY Scattered rain showers 
between noon and 4 p.m.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. Wind 
chill values between -7 and -17.

Details, page A5 Art by Dalia Torres
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Family members of  

Deante Mullen sobbed 
as the judge gave him 
the maximum sen-
tence Tuesday in Ad-
ams County District 
Court to provide “Jus-
tice For Joey” in the 
2017 shooting death of  
Jose “Joey” Hansen.

Mullen also broke 
out in tears as he 
reeled from the pair of  
consecutive 19-20 year 
sentences — totaling 
a prison sentence of  
38-40 years. He will be 
eligible for parole in 19 
years.

Prior to the sentenc-
ing, Adams County 
District Judge Stephen 
Illingworth gave a 
stern warning against 
any outbursts in the 
audience, which in-
cluded family and 

friends of  both Han-
sen and Mullen. Illing-
worth instructed dep-
uties to detain anyone 
being disruptive for 
possibly being held in 
contempt of  court.

The warning 
stemmed from the sen-
tencing of  Mullen’s 
co-defendant, Daniel 
Harden, 23, on Jan. 
21. Two of  Harden’s 
supporters shouted 
out to Adams County 
District Judge Terri 
Harder that her deci-
sion to send Harden to 
prison for 40-44 years 
“wasn’t justice.”

There were no out-
bursts during Tues-
day’s sentencing.

Corey O’Brien with 
the Nebraska Attor-
ney General’s Office 
recounted the basic 
facts of  the case for 
the judge.

He said Mullen 
and Harden went to 
rob drug dealer Jose 

Mullen sentenced  
to 38-40 years

Prison term 
result of 2017 
shooting death
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CLAY CENTER — 

The Clay County Joint 
Planning Commission 
will research coding 
and zoning regulations 
for solar power proj-
ects and make a recom-
mendation to the Clay 
County Board of  Super-
visors.

That was the decision 
of  the Board of  Super-
visors, which voted 
6-0-1 during its meet-
ing Tuesday morning 
to direct the planning 
commission. Supervisor 

James Pavelka of  Glen-
vil abstained.

The Clay County plan-
ning commission will 
review solar regulations 
and make a recommen-
dation to the supervi-
sors about how to move 
forward on the topic.

The supervisors’ ac-
tion Tuesday comes 
as Apex Clean Energy 
of  Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia, is proposing the 
Big Allis Solar Proj-
ect, a 305-megawatt so-
lar project proposed 
for southwestern Clay 
County, which is an-

ticipated to gener-
ate enough energy to 
power as many as 57,000 
homes per year.

The seven supervisors 
each shared on Tuesday 
feedback they received 
from constituents about 
county solar regula-
tions and the effect 
those regulations would 
have on the Big Allis So-
lar Project.

Board Chairman Ivan 
Fintel of  Sutton said 
he had received a nega-
tive response from the 
public about the pro-
posed solar project. Su-

pervisor Dick Shaw of  
Fairfield said he had 
received only positive 
feedback.

All the other supervi-
sors said he had either 
received a mixed re-
sponse, or no response 
from their constituents. 
Landowners who may 
participate in the proj-
ect are especially in fa-
vor of  the project.

Dylan Ikkala, Apex 
development manager, 
said at a previous meet-
ing the landowner re-
ceives $500-$1,000 per 
year per acre for par-

ticipation, with those 
payments coming from 
the gross revenue of  the 
project.

Apex develops the 
project and then would 
sell it to the owner. The 
lease agreement stays 
with the project, and 
the owner has to abide 
by it.

The project owner 
would receive any avail-
able investment tax 
credit.

Concerns discussed 
Tuesday by the supervi-
sors were largely about 
the unknowns about the 

future of  the project, 
which Apex is anticipat-
ing to have a lifespan of  
about 40 years with the 
lease tied to the land.

“We can’t predict the 
future,” Barnett said. 
“We have to do what’s 
best for Clay County.”

Ikkala was in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s 
meeting. However, only 
the supervisors and 
Zoning Administra-
tor Barb Barnett spoke 
during the 20-minute 
discussion.

Clay County Supervisors ask planning commission to look at solar regulations
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Adams Central students cheer for the Patriots Tuesday night at Hastings High.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Hastings fans cheer for the Tigers Tuesday night at Hastings 
High.
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The Village of  Ke-

nesaw Board of  Trust-
ees approved a blight 
study and general 
redevelopment plan 
Tuesday in the first 
step toward a new 14-
lot subdivision in the 
town.

Bobbi Pettit, owner 
of  Five Rule Rural 
Planning in Kearney 
and certified with the 
American Institute 
of  Certified Planners, 
conducted a study to 
determine whether 
the village qualified as 
blighted and substan-
dard, thus needing re-
development.

A portion of  the vil-
lage had received the 
designation in 1998, 
and this study looked 
at the remaining parts 
of  town. Given its size, 
the village can have 
100% designated as 
blighted, which makes 

it qualify for tax-incre-
ment financing (TIF).

Neel Keiser, presi-
dent of  private devel-
oping company, Ke-
nesaw Community 
Development Corp., 
said the TIF funds can 
to be used to help fi-
nance projects that 
might not be done oth-
erwise, such as a 14-lot 
subdivision the private 
developing company is 
pursuing in the north-
east portion of  the vil-
lage.

“We’re going to push 
to put in a new subdi-
vision,” he said. “This 
opens the door for us.”

Andrew Willis, a Lin-
coln attorney special-
izing in TIF projects, is 
helping KCDC with the 
legal steps needed to 
move the project for-
ward.

“We’re going to fast 
track this as much 
as possible,” he said. 
“Hopefully, this will be 
as straight forward as 
these projects can be.”

He said it has become 
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Kenesaw village board 
approves redevelopment

entire village 
could qualify for 

blighted status
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B
y 5 p.m. parking at 
Hastings High was 
already becoming 
slim.

By 6 p.m. the east 
(home) side of  the gym was 
near-full.

And by 7 p.m. The Jungle 
was rocking.

A pair of  quality basketball 
games between Adams Cen-
tral and Hastings drew crowds 
that overflowed the bleach-
ers in the biggest high school 
gymnasium in Nebraska 
Tuesday night.

“I always tell people we’ve 
got the biggest gym in Ne-
braska. It’s full for gradu-
ation, and Adams Central. 
That’s about it,” Hastings 
head boys basketball coach 
Lance Creech said with a 
laugh.

“We think we can seat about 
3,050,” said Hastings High ac-
tivities director Tracy Doug-
las. “We were probably pretty 
close. It was electric.”

Fans filed in and created a 
buzz throughout the evening. 
The concession lines reached 
the doors to the gymnasium 
most of  the night.

The students sections were 
vocal skyscrapers. The other 
sections were slightly less 
rowdy.

Students, teachers, athletes, 

‘It was electric’
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