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TODAY A slight chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Cloudy.

$1.75 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT Showers likely and pos-
sibly a thunderstorm after 1 a.m.

Details, page A3  Art by Rosemary Kaye-Skinner
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ANDREW TAYLOR

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Joe Biden on Friday 
unveiled a $6 trillion bud-
get for next year that’s piled 
high with new safety net pro-
grams for the poor and mid-
dle class, but his generosity 
depends on taxing corpora-
tions and the wealthy to keep 
the nation’s spiking debt 
from spiraling totally out of  
control.

Biden inherited record 
pandemic-stoked spending 
and won a major victory on 
COVID-19 relief  earlier this 
year. Friday’s rollout adds 
his recently announced infra-
structure and social spending 
initiatives and fleshes out his 
earlier plans to sharply in-

crease spending for annual 
Cabinet budgets.

This year’s projected defi-
cit would set a new record of  
$3.7 trillion that would drop 
to $1.8 trillion next year — 
still almost double pre-pan-
demic levels. The national 
debt will soon breach $30 
trillion after more than $5 
trillion in already approved 
COVID-19 relief. As a result, 
the government must bor-
row roughly 50 cents of  every 
dollar it spends this year and 
next.

With the deficit largely un-
checked, Biden would use 
proposed tax hikes on busi-
nesses and high-earning peo-
ple to power huge new social 
programs like universal pre-
kindergarten, large subsidies 

for child care and guaranteed 
paid leave.

“The best way to grow our 
economy is not from the top 
down, but from the bottom up 
and the middle out,” Biden 
said in his budget message. 
“Our prosperity comes from 
the people who get up every 
day, work hard, raise their 
family, pay their taxes, serve 
their Nation, and volunteer 
in their communities.”

The budget incorporates the 
administration’s eight-year, 
$2.3 trillion infrastructure 
proposal and its $1.8 trillion 
American Families Plan and 
adds details on his $1.5 tril-
lion request for annual op-
erating expenditures for the 

Biden’s $6T budget: Social spending, taxes on business
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President Joe Biden delivers remarks on the economy at 
the Cuyahoga Community College Metropolitan Campus 
Thursday in Cleveland.
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A
s popular as the 
food is at the 
Hastings Dis-
abled American 
Veterans club, 

for many patrons — as well 
as employees — the commu-
nity fostered there is just as 
important.

“That is my favorite part of  
working here, actually,” said 
Beth Sedersten, who works 
as a bartender at the DAV. 
“I consider these people my 
friends. I have regulars who 
come in every weekend that I 
get to sit and chat with while 
I pour their drinks. They’re 
amazing people. Deb (Hansen, 
club manager) and I both talk 
and if  we haven’t seen one of  
our regulars in on their nor-
mal day, we actually do check 
in on them to make sure 
they’re doing OK. We genu-
inely care about these people. 
It’s a really good atmosphere. 
It’s like a ‘Cheers’ bar. We 
know your name. We know 
your drink. A lot of  times by 
the time you sit down we have 
it ready for you.”

She considers DAV regulars 
to be a second family for her-
self.

“We care about each other, 

and I think that’s the most 
special thing about this 
place,” Sedersten said.

A sign in front of  the club at 
302 S. Elm Ave. lists the daily 
specials.

“People love our wing 
night,” Sedersten said. “The 
homemade pizzas (on Thurs-
day) are a big hit.”

There are rotating specials 
on Mondays and Fridays.

“There are a lot of  favor-
ite foods that people come in 
for,” she said. “Miss Deb is 
an amazing cook, and people 
love it because it’s like home 
cooking, but without having 
to cook at home.”

Service organizations like 
the DAV, American Legion 
and Veterans of  Foreign 
Wars long have served an im-
portant role in the lives of  
veterans.

Hastings DAV Chapter 9 was 
chartered Nov. 20, 1945.

The DAV conducts military 
funerals and has an honor 
guard, collaborating with 
local American Legion and 
VFW posts.

On Monday, the DAV will 
provide the noon luncheon — 
free to veterans — after the 
Memorial Day program at 

‘It’s like a ‘Cheers’ bar’
SERVICE CLUBS HELP 

VETERANS, CIVILIANS ALIKE
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Simuel Mullen (left), visiting Hastings from Chicago, and Steve Hansen talk with each other 
at the Disabled American Veterans club in Hastings Wednesday evening.
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Diners eat during wing night at the Disabled American Vet-
erans club in Hastings Wednesday evening.

ASHRAF KHALIL

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
The U.S. Postal Service 
wants to raise rates on 
first-class stamps from 
55 cents to 58 cents as 
part of  a host of  price 
hikes and service 
changes designed to re-
duce debt for the belea-
guered agency.

The request for the 
changes, which would 
take effect Aug. 29, was 
filed with the Postal 
Regulatory Commis-
sion. It includes price 
hikes for first-class 
mail, magazines and 
marketing mailers. The 
price hikes are part of  
Postmaster General 
Louis DeJoy’s 10-year 
plan for the agency, 
which faces an esti-

mated $160 billion in op-
erating losses over the 
next decade.

DeJoy said the in-
creases are necessary to 
“achieve financial sus-
tainability and service 
excellence” and will al-
low the postal service 
to “remain viable and 
competitive and offer 
reliable postal services 
that are among the most 
affordable in the world.”

The Washington Post 
reported that the price 
hikes also are being 
accompanied by hun-
dreds of  layoffs of  
“management-level em-
ployees.” An email to 
postal officials seeking 
confirmation of  the lay-
offs did not receive an 

Postal Service looks to raise 
first-class stamp to 58 cents
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RED CLOUD — While 
most readers may as-
sociate author Willa 

Cather 
with her 
novels and 
short sto-
ries, many 
may not 
realize she 
also had 
a career 
as a jour-

nalist writing for news-
papers and magazines 
when she was a young 
woman.

Cather’s work in con-
nection with newspa-
pers and magazines will 
be the focus of  the 66th 
annual Willa Cather 
Spring Conference here 
June 3-5.

Theme for the confer-
ence is “Willa Cather 
and Popular Print Cul-
ture.”

Cather was born in 
Virginia in 1873, then 
moved to Webster 
County with her fam-
ily as a girl. She grew 

up in and around Red 
Cloud, graduating from 
Red Cloud High School 
in 1890.

She then went on to 
the University of  Ne-
braska in Lincoln, 
where she eventually 
served as managing 
editor of  the student 
newspaper, The Hespe-
rian. She graduated in 
1895, then headed east 
to work in Pittsburgh 
and later New York as 
a journalist, arts critic 
and teacher.

Between 1891 and 1912, 
Cather worked for pub-
lications including the 
Nebraska State Journal 
and Lincoln Courier in 
Lincoln; Home Monthly 
Magazine and the Pitts-
burgh Leader in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania; 
and McClure’s Maga-
zine in New York, where 
she worked from 1906-
12 and was managing 
editor for part of  that 
time. Meanwhile, her 
writings appeared in 
many other periodicals 
including Ladies’ Home 
Journal, the Saturday 
Evening Post, Cosmo-
politan, New England 
Magazine and the Pitts-
burgh Gazette.

Spring conference 
focuses on Cather’s 
work in journalism
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