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Schools to use color-coded scale for virus danger

GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

OMAHA — Nebras-
ka’s public schools will 
use a color-coded scale 
to decide what restric-
tions they’ll put in place 
when they reopen this 
fall despite the corona-
virus threat, state offi-
cials said Friday.

Schools considered 
to be least at-risk for 
spreading the virus will 
be labeled green on the 
scale, and students will 
attend classes as nor-
mal with some screen-
ing procedures in place, 
according to the Ne-

braska Department of  
Education.

Schools facing the 
greatest risk will be 
coded red, triggering a 
return to remote learn-
ing only and no partici-
pation in athletics.

Meanwhile, schools 
deemed to be at mod-
erate risk will be cat-
egorized as yellow or 
orange and have restric-
tions that could include 
a reduction in the num-
ber of  students allowed 
in the building at any 
one time and a mask re-
quirement when feasi-
ble. A school’s color will 
depend on local infec-
tion rates, available hos-
pital space and other 
factors.

“This is going to be a 
difficult time for every-
body, but we all have 
the goal of  making 

sure kids go back in the 
classroom this fall,” 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said 
at a news conference 
to discuss the state’s 
plans.

Ricketts also reit-
erated that the state 
won’t force local school 
districts to require 
masks.

Ricketts and Educa-
tion Commissioner 
Matt Blomstedt said the 
state’s reopening plan is 
based on conversations 
with school administra-
tors, the state teachers 
union and public health 
officials throughout Ne-
braska. The color-coded 
system is similar to 
recommendations re-
leased by the Nebraska 
State Education Asso-
ciation, the union that 

RESTRICTIONS WILL 
VARY WHEN SCHOOLS 
REOPEN THIS FALL IN 

THE FACE OF THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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Nebraska Department of Education Commissioner Matt Blomstedt (left) 
speaks next to Gov. Pete Ricketts during a news conference on March 16 
in Lincoln. On Friday, Ricketts and Blomstedt held a news conference to 
discuss Nebraska’s plans to reopen public schools.
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E
arly in the 
spring, the 
possibility 
looked very 
real that no 

softball would be played 
this year at the Smith 
Softball Complex.

“We normally have a 
lot of  invitational tour-
naments starting in the 
spring, as soon as the 
weather breaks,” said 
Joe Patterson of  Hast-
ings, commissioner for 
USA Softball of  Ne-
braska. “Most all of  
those got canceled be-
cause of  the COVID-19 
issue. Honestly, up until 
probably the middle of  
May, maybe late May, we 
were very iffy if  we were 
going to do anything.”

He said the organiza-

tion condensed state 
tournaments because a 
lot of  leagues in smaller 
towns decided not to 
play at all, given the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease pandemic and all 
the related public health 
restrictions.

“So league numbers 
are down here, league 
numbers are down ev-
erywhere,” he said. 
“So we’re having fewer 
teams register. Those 
that are playing are tick-
led to death to be play-
ing.”

Anjanette Bonham, ex-
ecutive director of  the 
Adams County Conven-
tion and Visitors Bu-
reau, said the return of  
softball tournaments 
provides an emotional 
buoy, as well as a finan-
cial one.

“In these uncertain 
times it’s hard to plan 
events and know what’s 
going to happen,” she 
said. “With the an-
nouncement of  state 

softball returning to 
Hastings for the sum-
mer, I think the com-
munity was excited for 
that.”

Softball gives local 
businesses the oppor-
tunity to welcome the 
teams like they’ve done 
in the past.

“It brings in a whole 
new community of  peo-
ple,” Bonham said. “Ev-
ery weekend from July 
through August there’s 
games out there. There’s 
multiple teams here; 
people staying in hotels, 
people shopping, people 
eating in restaurants. 
We see a lot of  dollars 
come into the hotels and 
taxes. It shows we are a 
successful and welcom-
ing community.”

The Hampton Inn 
opened in North Park 
Commons, near the 
Smith Complex, on July 
10. The hotel has more 
than 80 rooms.

“Anytime there’s a 
new hotel in the commu-

nity, it’s a benefit for the 
community,” said Mikki 
Shafer, president of  the 
Hastings Area Chamber 
of  Commerce.

Those people are 
spending time and 
money in Hastings in-
stead of  nearby commu-
nities.

While the hotel has 
a good location, being 
near the Smith Complex 
and nearby shopping 
and restaurants, Sha-
fer encourages visitors 
to explore amenities 
throughout the city.

“You never know what 
makes someone change 
their mind leaving the 
community they live in 
to come to another com-
munity,” she said. “If  
you go and explore our 
entire community, we 
have so much to offer.”

Some softball tourna-
ments have combined 
classes due to fewer 
teams registering.

At the old ball game
SOFTBALL TEAMS, FANS 

RETURN TO SMITH 
COMPLEX IN SAFE 

MANNER

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Softball fans and players travel between east and west fields at the Smith Softball Complex July 11 
during a youth tournament.
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The running tally of  COVID-19 
cases to date in the four-county South 
Heartland Health District ticked up 
by six from Wednesday through Fri-
day, according to online statistics 
maintained by the district health de-
partment.

Over the three-day span, the cu-
mulative case count grew by five in 
Clay County and by one in Nuckolls 
County. The county tallies for Adams 
and Webster counties didn’t change.

Laboratory confirmation of  two 
of  the new Clay County cases was 
announced in a news release from 
South Heartland on Thursday eve-
ning. Those two cases involve a man 
in his 50s and a woman in her 20s, re-
spectively.

The other three new Clay County 
cases, plus one new case in Nuckolls 
County, are reflected in the statistics 
posted to the South Heartland web-
site’s COVID-19 “dashboard” as of  
Friday evening.

Clay, Nuckolls 
counties see new 
COVID-19 cases
GATHERINGS, LACK OF MASK USAGE 
AMONG FACTORS DRIVING UP LOCAL 

RISK MEASURE, HEALTH OFFICIAL 
SAYS
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Adhering to a recent U.S. Supreme 
Court decision protecting gay and 
transgender workers from workplace 
discrimination, the Hastings Board 
of  Education recently updated its an-
ti-discrimination policies.

Board members approved at their 
regular meeting on Monday adding 
“sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity” to the list of  protected statuses 
in the district’s anti-discrimination, 
anti-harassment and anti-retaliation 
policies for both staff and students.

Board members also unanimously 
updated the contact information 
within those policies. The policies 

HPS updates policy
on anti-discrimination

‘SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER 
IDENTITY’ ADDED TO LIST  

OF PROTECTED STATUS
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