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Sodbusters can’t hold off Pioneers. - B1

Thursday, July 16, 2020
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TODAY Mostly sunny. South wind 
5-10 mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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B
LADEN — Af-
ter working for 
Silver Lake Pub-
lic Schools for a 
combined 63 years, 

Sue Bradley and Cleo Mousel 
said farewell to the school 
Tuesday with a retirement 
reception at the elementary 
school here.

Friends, family, and current 
and former students came 
out to wish the retirees well. 
The school board presented 

each with a rocking chair 
engraved with their dates of  
service to the district. 

Bradley came to the school 
district in 1983 and has been 
teaching for 40 years.

She said she wanted to be 
a teacher since high school. 
Her mother was a teacher, 
and she enjoyed working 
with younger children as a 
high school student.

“I always liked working 
with little kids,” she said.

Bradley began her teach-
ing career in Naponee, teach-
ing students in kindergarten 
through third grade. After 
two years, she got a job at the 
elementary school in Rose-

land where she taught first- 
and second-grade students.

When the Bladen and Rose-
land schools consolidated in 
the 1980s, Bradley started 
teaching second-grade stu-
dents at the Silver Lake ele-
mentary school in Bladen.

In her classroom, she had a 
carpeted bathtub where stu-
dents could take turns read-
ing. She said it was a great 
way to encourage students 
to love reading, which is one 
of  her hobbies, as well. She 
would read to students at 
least once a day.

Anthony Niemeyer, who 

ANNE D’INNOCENZIO

AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK — 
Walmart will require 
customers to wear face 
coverings at all of  its 
namesake and Sam’s 
Club stores, making it 
the largest retailer to 
introduce such a pol-
icy that has otherwise 
proven difficult to en-
force without state and 
federal requirements.

The company said 
Wednesday that the pol-
icy will go into effect on 
Monday to allow time to 
inform customers. Cur-
rently, about 65% of  its 
more than 5,000 stores 
and clubs are located in 
areas where there is al-
ready some form of  gov-
ernment mandate on 
face coverings.

Hours after Walmart’s 

announcement, su-
permarket chain Kro-
ger, based in Cincin-
nati, and department 
store Kohl’s, based in 
Menomonee Falls, Wis-
consin, followed suit. 
Kohl’s policy will go 
into effect on Monday, 
while Kroger’s mask 
protocol will go into ef-
fect July 22.

Bentonville, Arkan-
sas-based Walmart, 
Kohl’s and Kroger join 
a growing but still small 
list of  retailers to re-
quire masks at all of  its 
stores, filling the role 
of  states and the fed-
eral government that 
have failed to issue such 
mandates on an issue 
that has been highly 
politicized by Presi-
dent Donald Trump 
and many of  his ar-

dent supporters. Given 
Walmart’s clout as the 
largest retailer in the 
U.S., its decision is ex-
pected to push many 
others to issue similar 
mandates.

Last week, Starbucks 
announced that custom-
ers who visit its compa-
ny-owned café locations 
in the U.S. will be re-
quired to wear face cov-
erings. The policies at 
Starbucks and Best Buy 
went into effect Wednes-
day.

Only a handful of  
major retailers, in-
cluding teen clothing 
chain American Ea-
gle Outfitters and Ap-
ple, has a mask man-
date for customers for 
all of  its stores. Costco 

Walmart latest retailer to require customers to wear masks

JULIO CORTEZ/AP

In this March 31 file photo, a woman pulls groceries from a cart to her vehi-
cle outside of a Walmart store in Pearl, Miss. Walmart will require custom-
ers to wear face coverings at all of its namesake and Sam’s Club stores.
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The Adams County 
Agricultural Society is 
moving forward with 
plans to hold the Oregon 
Trail Rodeo in August, 
provided the plan gets 
approval from the South 
Heartland District 
Health Department.

Board members voted 
7-1 during their regu-
lar meeting Tuesday to 
have the rodeo, which is 
scheduled for Aug. 21-23 
at the fairgrounds.

The rodeo was to hap-
pen in conjunction 
with Kool-Aid Days. 
However, Kool-Aid 
Days board members 

determined that event 
couldn’t take place in 
a safe manner and de-
cided to postpone until 
2021.

When the motion was 
made to have the ro-
deo as scheduled, board 
president Scott Schnei-
der suggested adding 
an amendment stating 
“with approval by the 
health department of  
the submitted plan.”

Board member Nate 
Allen, who made the 
motion, said that 
amendment was unnec-
essary.

“We don’t need to say 
that because (rejection 
of  the plan) is going to 
stop it automatically,” 
he said.

Board member Randy 
Queen said having so 

Ag Society moving forward 
with Oregon Trail Rodeo

VOLUNTEERS, 
SPONSORSHIPS, HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT APPROVAL 

STILL NEEDED

SEE RODEO/page A3
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With a seeming inabil-
ity to safely serve Kool-
Aid from the world’s 
largest Kool-Aid stand, 
members of  the Kool-
Aid Days board have 
decided to postpone the 
2020 Kool-Aid Days Fes-
tival until 2021.

Kool-Aid Days was 
scheduled for Aug. 21-23 
on the Adams County 
Fairgrounds. This was 
supposed to be the first 
year of  a collaboration 
between Kool-Aid Days 
and the Oregon Trail Ro-
deo, with the events hap-
pening simultaneously.

The novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
pandemic disrupted the 
plan, however, leaving 
the Oregon Trail Rodeo 
to go forward on its own 

if  the Adams County 
Agricultural Society can 
get an operational safety 
plan approved by the 
South Heartland District 
Health Department.

“We would love to, ob-
viously, be a part of  the 
rodeo weekend,” Kool-
Aid Days president Ma-
rissa Sitzmore said in 
an interview Wednes-
day afternoon. “How-
ever, some of  the regu-
lations we have to meet 
are different than for 
their event.

“One of  the biggest 
hurdles, obviously, is 
what Kool-Aid Days is 
based on, and that’s the 
world’s largest Kool-Aid 
stand. With not being 
able to offer refills, it’s 
just an ugly situation on 
how that would work. 
The logistics behind the 
refills of  the Kool-Aid 
alone are more than 
we can handle with 
the state regulations 
the way they are right 
now.”

Ready for rocking chairs
SILVER LAKE SAYS FAREWELL 
TO 2 LONGTIME EMPLOYEES

AMY ROH/Tribune

Cleo Mousel (left) and Sue Bradley hug at their retirement party Tuesday at Silver Lake Ele-
mentary School in Bladen.

SEE ROCKING/page A3

Kool-Aid Days 
on hold for 2020
HEALTH RESTRICTIONS 

POSE TOO MANY 
OBSTACLES THIS 

SUMMER, BOARD 
PRESIDENT SAYS

SEE KOOL-AID/page A3
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