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FBP’s tourney run comes to an end. - B1

Monday, August 12, 2019

weather
84
65

TODAY Cloudy, then gradually be-
coming mostly sunny.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. North-
west wind around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Niles Cunningham

NICK BLASNITZ
nblasnitz@hastingstribune.com

For 15 games, eight teams 
battled this past week in the 
American Legion Regional 
tournament for the right to 
advance to the American Le-
gion World Series in Shelby, 
N.C. And for 15 games, one 
familiar voice echoed off the 
brick walls and engaged the 
hundreds of  spectators that 
showed up to watch America’s 
pastime at Duncan Field. That 
was the voice of  Mike Karloff.

For the past five days, Kar-
loff served as the public ad-
dress announcer at Duncan 
Field during the Mid-South 
Regional tournament. But 
this isn’t the first time he’s 
been part of  a regional tour-
nament at Duncan. He was a 
player for the Chiefs in 1976, 
the last time the tournament 
was in Hastings. 

Karloff said being at Dun-
can Field for this year’s tour-
nament brought back memo-
ries of  his time on the field.

“A couple of  my past team-
mates came back, and we 
were able to reminisce about 
playing in Duncan and a lot 
of  the games,” Karloff said. “I 
wouldn’t say so much it was 

about playing in the most re-
cent regional tournament 
but I would say some of  those 
memories of  playing at Dun-
can Field and playing with 
our teammates.”

In ’76, the Chiefs hosted the 
Central Plains Regional, but 
Hastings’ stay in the tour-
nament didn’t last long. The 
team lost its first two games, 
falling to Springfield (Mo.) 
6-2 — with one of  those runs 
being driven in by Karloff — 
and to Fargo (N.D.) 7-2.

“To be really honest, I don’t 
remember much, and I think 
part of  it was because we had 
a pretty early departure. I 

From the diamond to the mic
Karloff goes from 

playing in ’76 regional 
to announcing games  

in 2019 tourney

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Mike Karloff of Hastings reads the starting lineups for the 
American Legion Mid-South Regional championship game 
between Arkansas Bryant and Missouri Festus Sunday at 
Duncan Field. 
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Crowds participated in a plethora 
of  activities in the spirit of  fun on 
Saturday for the pinnacle of  the an-
nual Kool-Aid Days celebration.

Some of  the thirstiest competitors 
partook in the Kwickest Kool-Aid 
Drinking Contest.

Kailey Goodrich, 11, of  Hastings 
wanted to join the contest to com-
pete against others — and drink 
more Kool-Aid. She was second in 
her heat of  contestants.

“My friend beat me by a millisec-
ond,” she said. “If  I didn’t take a 
breath, I could have won.”

For some, it was just being able to 
down the entire cup of  Kool-Aid.

“I drank it all,” proclaimed Zane 
Brown, 4, of  Beatrice.

His mother, Stacie, said the fam-
ily came up to spend the day with 
her sister at the festival. When they 
heard about the quickest drinking 
contest, Zane and his older brother, 
Kashton, 7, decided they wanted to 
give it a shot.

Contestants were divided into four 
age categories with each bracket 
requiring a larger amount of  Kool-
Aid to be consumed. Those 6 and 

younger drank an 8-ounce cup and 
the 7-11 category finished 12 ounces. 
Competitors in ages 12-16 had to 
consume a 20-ounce glass while 
those in the adult category had to 
chug 32 ounces of  the sugary drink.

Ella Quintard, 14, of  Glenvil said 
she was a little intimidated by the 
size of  the 20 ounces she had to gulp 
for the event.

“I think I did pretty good, consid-
ering I was against all boys,” she 
said.

The 32 ounces in the adult cate-
gory only lasted four seconds for the 
fastest competitors. Antonio Her-
nandez of  Sutton chugged his cup 
in 4.47 seconds, winning the contest 
for the fourth year in a row.

“I never even practiced,” he said.
Hernandez narrowly defeated Alex 

Kleinjan of  Hastings, who finished 
in 4.66 seconds.

Kleinjan said he tried a couple 
practice runs the night before the 
contest. He won the contest two 
years ago when he competed in the 
12-16 category.

“People have fun with it,” he said. 
“There’s always some good-natured 
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P
addling around in 
a canoe on a pond 
on their property, 
Taylor and Faith 
Wilson of  Hast-

ings enjoy being on the 
water as much as they can.

That familiarity with wa-
tercraft and each other 
proved fruitful as they pi-
loted the “Sailing Sisters” to 
win the 2019 Kool-Aid Days 
Cup Sunday at the Tom Din-
sdale Kardboard Boat Races 
at Lake Hastings.

Taylor and Faith paddled 
in sync as they rounded two 
buoys in the course around 
a cove in the lake. Their 
first outing was completed 
in two minutes and three 
seconds.

Being the fastest over-
all competitors in the race 
was a marked improvement 
over the sisters’ attempt last 
year. This year, they decided 
to build a more aerody-
namic boat and that helped 
their times.

“It felt way better this 
year,” Taylor said. “It took 
us over five minutes last 
year.”

The boat race was the first 

try for many competitors 
this year.

Greg and Chelsea Mol of  
Hastings built “Jamaican 
Me a Winner” and won the 
contest for best theme. But 
the boat didn’t sail very well 
due to its high sides and 
boxy design. It stayed up-
right through the voyage 

but it took several minutes 
to complete. They think 
they might go with a more 
aerodynamic design in the 
future.

After watching last year, 
they decided to make their 
own boat this year.

“We saw it last year and 
thought we wanted to com-

pete,” Greg said.
Jason Buss of  Central City 

and his children, Julia and 
Miles, said they used sev-
eral layers of  cardboard and 
rolls of  duct tape to cover 
their boat.

Jason said he competed 

Contestants guzzle Kool-Aid

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Kool-Aid dribbles down the chin of 
4-year-old Zane Brown of Beatrice after 
he won his heat in the Kwickest Drinking 
Contest Saturday in downtown Hastings.

Sister act floats to fast finish

WILL VRASPIR/Tribune

Jason Buss of Central City and his children Julia, 11, and Miles, 8, pilot their craft, “Oh 
Yeah,” Sunday during the Kardboard Boat Races at Lake Hastings.

Kardboard boat races 
cap Kool-aid days 

DAVID A. LIEB
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, 
Mo. — After devastat-
ing flooding this year, 
Iowa put $15 million 
into a special fund to 
help local governments 
recover and guard 
against future floods. 
Missouri allotted more 
money to fight rising 
waters, including $2 
million to help buy a 
moveable floodwall for 
a historic Mississippi 
River town that’s faced 
flooding in all but one 
of  the past 20 years.

In Arkansas, Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson announced 
$10 million to repair 
damaged levees while 
creating a task force to 
study a system that in 
some places has fallen 
into disrepair though 
years of  neglect.

The states’ efforts may 
turn out to be only down 
payments on what is 
shaping up as a long-
term battle against 
floods, which are fore-
cast to become more fre-
quent and destructive as 
global temperatures rise.

“What is going on in 
the country right now 
is that we are having 
basically an awaken-
ing to the necessity and 
importance of  water-
way infrastructure,” 
said Arkansas state 
Sen. Jason Rapert, a Re-
publican who has been 
pushing to improve the 
state’s levees.

The movement is mo-
tivated not just by this 
year’s major floods in 
the Midwest, but by 
more than a decade 
of  repeated flooding 
from intense storms 
such as Hurricane Har-
vey, which dumped 60 
inches of  rain on south-
eastern Texas in 2017. 

Flood
damage 
costs 
soar

some states are 
starting to put more 
of their own money 
into recovery and 
prevention efforts
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