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Trump lashes Biden, defies pandemic on White House stage
JONATHAN LEMIRE,  

MICHELLE L. PRICE AND 

KEVIN FREKING

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Facing a national 

moment fraught with 
racial turmoil and a 
deadly pandemic, Pres-
ident Donald Trump 
accepted his party’s re-
nomination on a mas-
sive White House South 
Lawn stage Thursday 
night, boasting of  help-
ing African Americans 
and defying his own 
administration’s pan-
demic guidelines to ad-
dress a tightly packed, 
largely maskless crowd.

As troubles churned 
outside the gates, 
Trump painted an opti-
mistic vision of  Ameri-
ca’s future, including an 
eventual triumph over 
the coronavirus pan-
demic that has killed 
more than 175,000 peo-
ple, left millions unem-

ployed and rewritten the 
rules of  society. But that 
brighter horizon can 

only be secured, Trump 
asserted, if  he defeats 
Democrat Joe Biden.

Trailing Biden in opin-
ion polls, he blistered 
the former vice presi-

dent’s record and even 
questioned his love of  
America.

“We have spent the 
last four years revers-
ing the damage Joe 
Biden inflicted over the 
last 47 years,” Trump 
said.

Presenting himself  as 
the last barrier protect-
ing an American way 
of  life under siege from 
radical forces, Trump 
declared that “Joe 
Biden and his party re-
peatedly assailed Amer-
ica as a land of  racial, 
economic, and social in-
justice.””

“So tonight, I ask you 
a very simple question: 
How can the Democrat 
Party ask to lead our 
country when it spends 
so much time tearing 
down our country?” 
Trump said. “In the 
left’s backward view, 
they do not see America 

as the most free, just, 
and exceptional nation 
on earth. Instead, they 
see a wicked nation that 
must be punished for its 
sins.”

As his speech brought 
the scaled-back Repub-
lican National Conven-
tion to a close, Trump’s 
incendiary rhetoric 
risked inflaming a di-
vided nation reeling 
from a series of  ca-
lamities, including the 
pandemic, a major hur-
ricane that slammed 
into the Gulf  Coast and 
nights of  racial unrest 
and violence after  Ja-
cob Blake, a Black man, 
was shot by a white 
Wisconsin police officer. 

He was introduced by 
his daughter Ivanka, an 
influential White House 
adviser, who portrayed 
the famously bombastic 

ALEX BRANDON/AP

President Donald Trump speaks from the South Lawn of the White House 
on the fourth day of the Republican National Convention Thursday in 
Washington.
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I
t was tough for Daniel 
Buller to hear com-
plaints from neighbors 
about Crossroads Mis-
sion Avenue when the 

shelter applied to the city of  
Hastings in 2018 to renew its 
conditional use permit and 
sublet a portion of  its proper-
ty to Mosaic.

Buller, who was Crossroads 
program manager at the 
time, was defensive at first.

Complaints from neighbor-
ing residents during meet-
ings of  the Hastings Planning 
Commission and Hastings 
City Council, in August and 
September 2018, included 
concerns about intoxicated 
men loitering on neighbor-
hood terraces and fears about 
safety.

“The first step of  the pro-
cess was us opening our ears 
up to ‘Hey, our neighbors 
are not content,’ ” Buller 
said Thursday. “Our mission 
statement is bringing glory to 

God by helping up people.”
A bad reputation doesn’t 

bring glory to God.
“We knew we needed to step 

it up, so the process really 
was the very things we heard, 
and they were very specific,” 
he said.

Buller later became asso-
ciate executive director. On 
July 20, he took over the exec-
utive director role from Jerry 
Bumgardner, who officially 
retires in November.

Bumgardner is working in 
a resource development role, 
raising funds for work at the 
Crossroads Grand Island and 
Kearney locations.

“Jerry’s done a good job 
of  building a lot of  relation-
ships,” Buller said. “He’s 
helping to reach out and fin-
ish those campaigns before 
he retires in November.”

Crossroads had its second 
annual conditional use per-
mit renewal inspection this 
week.

Lisa Parnell-Rowe, develop-
ment services director for the 
city of  Hastings, just started 
working for the city in Febru-
ary, but she said the number 
of  complaints the city has re-
ceived about Crossroads, 702 

W. 14th St., is much smaller 
than it once was.

“Compared to previous 
complaints for this location, 
it seems to be a lot better,” 
she said. “I think they have 
a really good program going 
there. I think that we defi-
nitely have the need for these 
services in the city. We want 
to see them be successful. We 
want to help them be success-
ful, but we also want to make 
sure it’s safe and it’s healthy 
and efficient, not just for 
them but the neighborhood. I 
think we’re doing that.”

Crossroads has come a long 
way, Parnell-Rowe said.

“For sure they have some 
great success stories,” she 
said.

Among conditions included 
in the conditional use permit 
was that conditions imposed 
are necessary to ensure the 
maintenance of  property val-
ues and the safety, health, 
comfort and repose of  the 
residents.

That includes Crossroads’ 
smoking area on the east side 
of  the building.

Buller said Crossroads 

Crossroads comes a long way
HOMELESS SHELTER 

ADDRESSES NEIGHBORS’ 
CONCERNS 
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Daniel Buller, executive director at Crossroads Mission Avenue, talks about exterior im-
provements made to the campus, including landscaping pictured behind him Thursday.

ERIC OLSON

AP College Football Writer

A group of  Nebraska 
football players filed a 
lawsuit Thursday, hop-
ing a jury will force the 
Big Ten Conference to 
reinstate a fall football 
season.

The lawsuit in Lan-
caster County District 
Court contends, among 
other things, the play-
ers are losing a chance 
for development, expo-
sure for a possible pro 
career and won’t be able 
to market themselves to 
eventually capitalize on 
name, image and like-
ness revenue opportu-
nities.

The players want a 
court order that would 
keep the Big Ten from 
going through with its 
plan to push the football 
season to the spring. 

Listed as plaintiffs are 
Brant and Brig Banks, 
Alante Brown, Noa Po-
la-Gates, Jackson Han-
nah, Garrett Nelson, 
Ethan Piper and Gar-
rett Snodgrass.

“This lawsuit isn’t 
about money or dam-
ages, it’s about real-life 
relief,” said Mike Flood, 
the players’ attorney.

The Big Ten said the 
lawsuit “has no merit 
and we will defend the 
decision to protect all 
student-athletes as we 
navigate through this 
global pandemic. We are 
actively considering op-
tions to get back to com-
petition and look for-
ward to doing so when 
it is safe to play.”

Gabe Feldman, di-
rector of  Tulane 

Husker players’ suit seeks 
to restore Big Ten fall football
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As had been widely 
anticipated, having 
school back in session 
across the South Heart-
land Health District is 
posing an additional 
challenge for commu-
nities working to hold 
the coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, in check.

That was the takeaway 
Thursday evening from 
the latest report issued 
by the district health 
department, which 
states the health de-
partment is seeing new 
cases of  the viral infec-
tion associated with or 
affecting schools and 
school activities.

“One hundred seven 

people who work at or 
attend a pre-K-12 school 
in our health district 
have been, or are cur-
rently, in quarantine 
due to exposures to 
COVID-19 in the com-
munity, school, or 
school-related activi-
ties and services,” said 
Michele Bever, health 
department execu-
tive director, in a news 
release. “Since Aug. 
10, six lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 positive in-
dividuals isolating at 
home were either un-
able to begin school or 
are out due to COVID-19 
since school began.”

The South Heartland 
district encompasses 
Adams, Webster, Clay 
and Nuckolls counties. 
Health department 
headquarters are in 
Hastings.

Area school and 
health department offi-
cials have been working 
together for months to 

Virus posing challenge 
to school operations

POSITIVE CASES, 
QUARANTINES AND 

SELF-ISOLATION HAVE 
KEPT MORE THAN 100 
STUDENTS AND ADULTS 
AWAY FROM BUILDINGS 

SO FAR
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