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MLB games postponed because of coronavirus . - B1

Tuesday, July 28, 2020

weather
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TODAY Patchy fog before 8 a.m. 
Otherwise, mostly sunny.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. 
South-southeast wind 5-10 mph.
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The biggest test yet of  an 
experimental COVID-19 vac-
cine got underway Monday 
with the first of  some 30,000 
Americans rolling up their 
sleeves to receive shots cre-
ated by the U.S. government 
as part of  the all-out global 
race to stop the pandemic.

The glimmer of  hope came 
even as Google, in one of  the 
gloomiest assessments of  the 
coronavirus’s staying power 
from a major employer, de-
creed that most of  its 200,000 
employees and contractors 
should work from home 
through next June — a de-
cision that could influence 
other big companies.

Final-stage testing of  the 
vaccine, developed by the Na-

tional Institutes of  Health 
and Moderna Inc., began 
with volunteers at numerous 
sites around the U.S. given ei-
ther a real dose or a dummy 
without being told which.

“I’m excited to be part of  
something like this. This is 
huge,” said Melissa Harting, 
a 36-year-old nurse who re-
ceived an injection in Bing-
hamton, New York. Especially 
with family members in front-
line jobs that could expose 
them to the virus, she added, 
“doing our part to eradicate it 
is very important to me.”

Another company, Pfizer 
Inc., announced late Monday 
that it had started its own 
study of  its vaccine candidate 
in the U.S. and elsewhere. 
That study also aimed to re-
cruit 30,000 people.

It will be months before re-
sults trickle in, and there is 

no guarantee the vaccines 
will ultimately work against 
the scourge that has killed 
over 650,000 people around 
the world, including almost 
150,000 in the U.S.

“We’ve been sitting on the 
sidelines passively attempt-
ing to wear our masks and 
social distance and not go out 
when it’s not necessary. This 
is the first step of  becoming 
active against this,” said Dr. 
Frank Eder of  Meridian Clin-
ical Research, the company 
that runs the Binghamton 
trial site. “There’s really no 
other way to get past this.”

As if  to underline how high 
the stakes are, there were 
more setbacks in efforts to 
contain the coronavirus.

In Washington, the Trump 
administration disclosed that 

Experimental COVID-19 vaccine is put to its biggest test yet
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Nurse Kathe Olmstead gives volunteer Melissa Harting, of 
Harpersville, N.Y., an injection as the world’s biggest study 
of a possible COVID-19 vaccine, developed by the National 
Institutes of Health and Moderna Inc., gets underway Mon-
day in Binghamton, N.Y.
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W
ASHINGTON 
— In a solemn 
display of  bi-
partisan unity, 
congressional 

leaders praised Democratic 
Rep. John Lewis as a mor-
al force for the nation on 
Monday in a Capitol Rotunda 
memorial service rich with 
symbolism and punctuated 
by the booming, recorded 
voice of  the late civil rights 
icon.

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi called Lewis the “con-
science of  the Congress” who 
was “revered and beloved 
on both sides of  the aisle, 
on both sides of  the Capi-
tol.” Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell praised the 
longtime Georgia congress-
man as a model of  courage 
and a “peacemaker.”

“The arc of  the moral uni-
verse is long, but it bends to-
ward justice,” McConnell, a 
Republican, said, quoting the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
“But that is never automatic. 
History only bent toward 
what’s right because people 
like John paid the price.”

Lewis died July 17 at the age 

of  80. Born to sharecroppers 
during Jim Crow segrega-
tion, he was beaten by Ala-
bama state troopers during 
the civil rights movement, 
spoke ahead of  King’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech at the 1963 
March on Washington and 
was awarded the Medal of  
Freedom by the nation’s first 
Black president in 2011.

Dozens of  lawmakers 
looked on Monday as Lewis’ 
flag-draped casket sat atop 
the catafalque built for Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln. Sev-
eral wiped away tears as the 
late congressman’s voice 
echoed off the marble and 
gilded walls. Lewis was the 
first Black lawmaker to lie in 
state in the Rotunda.

“You must find a way to get 
in the way. You must find a 
way to get in trouble, good 
trouble, necessary trouble,” 
Lewis intoned in a recorded 
commencement address he’d 
delivered in his hometown of  
Atlanta. “Use what you have 
… to help make our country 
and make our world a better 
place, where no one will be 
left out or left behind. ... It is 
your time.”

Members of  the Congres-
sional Black Caucus wore 
masks with the message 
“Good Trouble,” a nod to 
Lewis’ signature advice and 
the COVID-19 pandemic that 
has made for unusual funeral 
arrangements.

The ceremony was the latest 
in a series of  public remem-
brances. Pelosi, who counted 
Lewis as a close friend, met 
his casket earlier Monday at 
Joint Base Andrews in Mary-
land, and Lewis’ motorcade 
stopped at Black Lives Matter 
Plaza near the White House 
as it wound through Wash-
ington before arriving at the 
Capitol.

The Democratic speaker 
noted that Lewis, frail with 
cancer, had come to the 
newly painted plaza weeks 
ago to stand “in solidarity” 
amid nationwide protests 
against systemic racism and 
police brutality. She called 
the image of  Lewis “an iconic 
picture of  justice” and juxta-
posed it with another image 
that seared Lewis into the na-
tional memory. In that frame, 
“an iconic picture of  injus-
tice,” Pelosi said, Lewis is 
collapsed and bleeding near 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in 
Selma, Alabama, on March 
7, 1965, when state troopers 
beat him and other Black 
Americans as they demanded 
voting rights.

Following the Rotunda ser-
vice, Lewis’ body was moved 
to the steps on the Capitol’s 
east side in public view, an 
unusual sequence required 
because the pandemic has 
closed the Capitol to visitors.

‘Conscience of the Congress’
CIVIL RIGHTS ICON REP. 

JOHN LEWIS LIES IN STATE 
AT CAPITOL
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (second from left) attends a memorial service as the flag-draped 
casket of Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., lies in state at the Capitol Rotunda Monday in Washington.
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What is known about 
the below-ground sup-
port structure for the 
16th Street viaduct sub-
structure doesn’t look 
good, and what is un-
known may be even 
scarier.

That was the opinion 
of  Anthony Siahpush, 
president of  Engineer-
ing Specialists Inc. of  
Omaha, whose firm re-
cently completed a fo-
rensic evaluation about 
the 85-year-old struc-
ture.

Siahpush provided a 
presentation about the 
evaluation and accom-
panying 260-page report 
during the Hastings 
City Council’s regular 
meeting Monday. He 
was joined by ESI asso-
ciate Paul Douglas.

The viaduct has been 
closed since May 2019 
because of  concern 
about its deteriorating 
condition. Many Hast-
ings residents have 
expressed interest in 
having the structure 
repaired and reopened, 

and the council is plan-
ning to put the issue to 
a vote of  the people in 
the November general 
election.

Both Siahpush and 
Douglas stated the 
structure can’t be re-
paired and would have 
to be replaced.

“We can comfortably 
say that pier one, possi-
bly two and three have 
some kind of  a surprise 
under the surface,” Si-
ahpush said. “However, 
the rest of  them are still 
unknown. They are still 
85 years old. The life ex-
pectancy of  treated tim-
ber for piles is 75 years.”

ESI’s report includes 
more than 200 photo-
graphs, many of  which 
show crumbling con-
crete, exposed rebar, 
and rusted and cor-
roded rollers that have 
eliminated seasonal 
expansion and contrac-
tion.

Monday’s presentation 
didn’t require any im-
mediate action by the 
council, but the election 
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While 15 more res-
idents of  the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict were confirmed 
as positive cases of  the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease Friday through 
Monday, all the news 
reported out by the dis-
trict health department 
on Monday night was 
not negative.

For the week that 
ended Saturday, the dis-
trict’s so-called “posi-
tivity rate” — that is, 
the number of  new con-

firmed positive cases 
of  the viral infection 
known as COVID-19 — 
dropped to 5.1% from 
7.5% for the previous 
week.

It must be noted, how-
ever, that the 7.5% rate 
for July 12-18 was up 
significantly from 3.9% 
the week before that. 
The district’s positivity 
rate hit its all-time low 
point the week of  June 
7-13, when it was just 
0.7%.

Health district officials 
have been expressing 
concern recently about 
the rising positivity rate 
and the number of  new 
COVID-19 cases being 
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Engineers discuss 
findings of viaduct 
forensic exam
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South Heartland sees 
more COVID-19 cases, 
dip in positivity rate

ADAMS COUNTY’S 
RATE DROPPING AS 

CLAY COUNTY’S RISES
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