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TODAY Sunny. Breezy, with a 
north wind 10-20 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
North-northeast wind 5-15 mph.
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Investigation of  storm 
damage in the wake 
of  Wednesday’s wide-
spread outbreak of  se-
vere weather has led 
the National Weather 
Service’s Hastings Fore-
cast Office to confirm 
at least nine tornadoes 
occurred in its service 

area — including at 
least six that affected 
Tribland.

The Hastings office 
covers 24 counties in 
central Nebraska and 
six counties in north 
central Kansas.

Tribland, which is 
shorthand for the Hast-
ings Tribune’s news 
coverage area, includes 
all or part of  13 counties 
in southern Nebraska 
and northern Kansas.

All the tornadoes 
within the NWS Hast-

ings service area were 
rated as EF-0 or EF-1 
on the Enhanced Fujita 
scale, which is based on 
estimated wind speeds 
and related damage and 
runs as high as EF-5. 
Several of  the torna-
does were intermittent, 
meaning they touched 
down and lifted a bit re-
peatedly; all apparently 
tracked to the north-
east.

Estimated peak winds 
with the Tribland tor-
nadoes ranged from 80-

100 miles per hour.
The tornadoes, which 

resulted from a strong 
low-pressure system 
tracking through the re-
gion, were part of  a wild 
day that also included 
severe straight-line 
winds, severe thunder-
storms with hail, dust 
storms, wildfires, snow 
and a temperature drop 
of  at least 36 degrees 
from early afternoon to 
mid-evening.

Widespread damage 
from straight winds oc-

curred in the Tribune 
area, with reports com-
ing in from communi-
ties like Hebron, Brun-
ing, Geneva, Ong and 
Sutton and elsewhere. 
Wildfires in north cen-
tral Kansas were pro-
pelled by straight winds 
estimated at 85-100 mph.

The tornadoes caused 
damage to numerous 
center-pivot irrigation 
systems in the area and 
structural damage in 
several locations, but 
no known injuries or 

human deaths. The 
mid-December time-
frame meant spring-
planted crops were out 
of  the field. No injury to 
livestock or other ani-
mals was noted.

In a follow-up to 
Wednesday’s storms 
published online, NWS 
outlined the tornadoes 
it had been able to iden-
tify.

The Tribland torna-
does occurred over 

NWS details at least 6 Tribland tornadoes from Wednesday
ALL WERE EF-0 OR 
EF-1; NO INJURIES 
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T
ime is running 
short to help the 
Salvation Army 
of  Hastings reach 
its monetary 

goals for the year.
Major Dale Brandenburg 

said the organization has 
less than a week to wrap up 
its 2021 fundraising efforts, 
including through its Red 
Kettle campaign for local 
charitable work.

“Traditionally, we like to 
take the kettle stands away 
on Christmas Eve at noon,” 
he said. “It’s been a little 
slow this year.”

The Salvation Army has 
been struggling to make 
those goals this year, but 
Brandenburg is hopeful the 
community will step up to 
help.

Brandenburg said the or-
ganization is about $25,000 
short of  what it had taken 
in at this time last year. The 
goal is to raise $176,000 to 
cover annual operating ex-
penses, but the group had 
raised just $61,000 by Friday 
morning.

Annual expenses include 
utility bills and program-
ming for children.

The Salvation Army also 
is behind on the kettle cam-
paign, which is used to help 
people in the community 
throughout the year.

Officials hope to raise 

‘It’s 

been

a little

slow’
SALVATION ARMY SHORT 

OF ANNUAL GOALS AS 
FUNDRAISING DEADLINE 

APPROACHES

 AMY ROH/Tribune

Salvation Army bell ringer Cindy Dameron greets customers as they enter Russ’s Mar-
ket Saturday.
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GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Even in normal 
times Nebraska has one of  the 
lowest unemployment rates 
in the nation, with fewer than 
two million people and plenty 
of  jobs to go around. But with 
some workers slow to return 
to work after COVID-19 shut-
downs, the state has hit new 
depths, recording the country’s 
lowest-ever state unemploy-
ment rate of  1.8% in November.

Now Gov. Pete Ricketts, who 
frequently expounds on the 
value of  work, is confronting 

an intriguing question: Can 
a governor force citizens to 
work, even if  they apparently 
aren’t eager or able to do so?

Ricketts is certainly trying 
every option imaginable to get 
Nebraskans into jobs, includ-
ing requiring people to confer 
with job coaches before seek-
ing unemployment benefits.

“There’s going to be a lot of  
different things we’re going 
to have to do to reach each 
individual and, if  they’re not 
working for whatever reason, 
get them back into the work-
force,” Ricketts said recently.

Unemployment rates are 
low in many places, and as 
the national rate fell to 4.2%, 
officials across the country 
are struggling to convince 
people who have stopped 
looking for work to seek jobs.

A full work force is needed 
to keep businesses func-
tioning and support local 
economies, but it’s hard to 
overstate the difficulty of  up-
rooting people who are caring 
for family members, explor-
ing other life options or who 
just want to take a break.

Ricketts is determined to 

try with policies that make it 
more trouble to stay home.

“Jobs help create great fi-
nancial independence for Ne-
braskans and their families, 
giving them the dignity to 
achieve their dreams,” said 
the two-term Republican gov-
ernor, who is part of  the Rick-
etts family, whose estimated 
$4.5 billion in wealth origi-
nated with the creation of  the 
online brokerage Ameritrade.

Ricketts’ first move was to 
require people seeking un-
employment benefits to meet 
with a job coach, discuss spe-

cific employment goals and 
enroll in an “individualized 
reemployment plan.” The 
state added tougher require-
ments for maintaining ben-
efits and for contacting em-
ployers to apply for openings.

Nebraska also was one of  
the first to end supplemental 
federal assistance for work-
ers hit by the pandemic.

Nebraska has about 49,000 
job openings listed on a state 
website and 19,000 working-age 
residents who are not working. 
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AND HOPE YEN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Democratic Sen. Joe 
Manchin said Sunday 
he cannot back his par-
ty’s signature $2 trillion 
social and environment 
bill, dealing a poten-
tially fatal blow to Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s leading 
domestic initiative head-
ing into an election year 
when Democrats’ nar-
row hold on Congress 
was already in peril.

Manchin told “Fox 
News Sunday” that af-
ter five-and-half  months 
of  negotiations among 
Democrats in which he 
was his party’s chief  
obstacle to passage, “I 
cannot vote to continue 
with this piece of  legis-
lation. I just can’t. I’ve 
tried everything hu-
manly possible. I can’t 
get there.”

Manchin’s choice of  
words seemed to crack 
the door open to con-
tinued talks with Biden 
and top congressional 
Democrats over re-
shaping the legislation. 
But the West Virginia 
senator all but said the 
bill would die unless it 
met his demands for a 
smaller, less sweeping 
package — something 
that would be hard for 
many Democrats in the 
narrowly divided Con-
gress to accept.

The bill would provide 
hundreds of  billions 
of  dollars to help mil-
lions of  families with 
children by extending 
a more generous child 
tax credit, creating free 
preschool and bolster-
ing child care aid. There 
is more than $500 bil-
lion for tax breaks and 
spending aimed at curb-
ing carbon emissions.

Manchin 
won’t back 
Dems’ bill

Nebraska’s quandary: Can it force more of its citizens to work?
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