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TODAY A chance of showers and 
thunderstorms before 2 p.m.

TONIGHT Showers likely and pos-
sibly a thunderstorm.

Details, page A5 Art by Saaber Mackey
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During their regular 

meeting on Tuesday, the 
Adams County Board 
of  Supervisors followed 
the direction from Gov. 
Pete Ricketts to limit 
gatherings to 10 peo-
ple, but discussed ways 
to hold meetings in 

the future to meet that 
threshold, but still en-
courage public safety as 
well as allow public in-
teraction.

Ricketts announced 
Monday afternoon pub-
lic events and gather-
ings in Nebraska will 
be limited to 10 people 
or fewer to prevent or 
control the spread of  
the coronavirus follow-
ing guidance from the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

During Tuesday’s 
county board meet-
ing, all seven supervi-
sors were present plus 
Deputy County Clerk 
Pam Witte and Deputy 
County Attorney Dave 
Bergin, allowing limited 
public interaction. A 
handful of  chairs were 
spaced out in the au-
dience, but most other 
members of  the public 
and county staff waited 
in the hallway outside 
of  the supervisors’ 

meeting room.
Supervisor Chuck 

Neumann asked during 
committee reports 
whether all seven board 
members are needed at 
both of  the county’s two 
meetings each month, 
and whether just four 
members could conduct 
business — the mini-
mum number of  super-
visors needed to pass an 
item.

Bergin said if  only 
four board members 

were present, every-
thing voted on would 
have to be unanimous.

Supervisor Dale Cur-
tis asked how to deter-
mine which four mem-
bers should be present.

“There may be some-
thing on the agenda 
that should have seven 
people voting,” he said

Neumann suggested 
the county could sched-
ule certain items with 
all seven board mem-
bers present.

“Whatever we can do 
to cut down on meetings 
and the number of  peo-
ple present we need to 
do it,” he said.

Ricketts issued an ex-
ecutive order Tuesday 
morning to permit state 
and local governmental 
boards, commissions 
and other public bodies 
to meet by videoconfer-
ence, teleconference or 
other electronic means 

County discusses changing meeting format
Courthouse staying 

open for the time 
being
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A
isles in local 
grocery stores 
may be looking 
a bit depleted at 
times, but manag-

ers say it will just take time 
to restock in the wake of  
customers gathering supplies 
to face a possible quarantine 
due to the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19.

Greg Tjarks, grocery man-
ager at Allen’s Shopping Cen-
ter, said the store continues 
to be able to meet most cus-
tomer needs.

“We’re fairly well stocked 
overall,” he said.

He said several items are 
harder to keep in supply with 
the rising demand, such as toi-
let paper, paper towels, disinfec-
tant wipes and hand sanitizer. 
Last week, the store started lim-
iting purchases of  some items 
to make sure supplies lasted.

The store has added extra 
truck shipments to help keep 
shelves stocked.

“They’re telling us there’s 
no shortage of  products,” 
Tjarks said. “The biggest is-
sue is the pipeline right now.”

He said there is an issue with 
warehouses shipping out sup-
plies to stores, but the logistics 
are being worked out. He be-
lieves manufacturing plants 
also have ramped up produc-
tion to replenish supply.

As far as the store’s opera-
tion, much remains the same, 
Tjarks said. There have been 
discussions about reducing 
hours, but that hasn’t been 
necessary yet.

When stores like Allen’s 
and Russ’s Market close for 
the night, it gives employees 
a chance to restock shelves 
without blocking custom-
ers from reaching aisles. 
Some restocking can be done 
through the day, but the ma-
jority is after hours.

A spokesperson for B&R 
Stores in Lincoln, which op-
erates Russ’s Market in Hast-
ings, was unavailable for offi-
cial comment Tuesday.

Joining that group now is 
Walmart, which began clos-

ing from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. on 
Sunday.

In a news release on Satur-
day, Walmart said the short-
ened operating hours will 
give employees time to re-
stock products and perform 
cleaning and sanitizing.

Another store chain with 
a strong local and area pres-
ence also is implementing 
other changes to help protect 
senior citizens, who are apt to 
be most affected by the virus 
spreading across the country.

Dollar General is asking for 
the first hour of  operations 
each business day to be ded-
icated for senior customers, 
according to a news release 
issued Monday. The store is 
encouraging at-risk custom-
ers to visit at the beginning 
of  each day to avoid busier 
and more crowded shopping 
periods. Other customers are 
asked to plan shopping trips 
around this window.

Dollar General stores also 
will close one hour earlier in 
the evening to allow employ-
ees time to restock shelves 
and perform extra cleaning 
to be ready for senior custom-
ers the following day.

“We appreciate our custom-
ers’ understanding of  our 
decision and request they 
visit our stores later in the 
morning to allow at-risk pop-
ulations the ability to pur-
chase the items they need at 
affordable prices,” said Todd 
Vasos, Dollar General’s CEO. 
“During these unprecedented 
times, Dollar General is dil-
igently working to meet the 
ongoing needs of  our custom-
ers and communities.”

Supply and demand
stores work to replenish 

supplies, devote time  
to extra Cleaning, 
restoCking shelves

 AMY ROH/Tribune

Many local grocers have put 
a limit on how much toilet 
paper customers can buy.

 AMY ROH/Tribune

Julie Shaw of Fairfield looks over frozen vegetables while grocery shopping at Allen’s 
Tuesday. Shaw said she is back to her routine of shopping just once a week for groceries 
as people have been stocking up during the novel coronavirus outbreak.
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Staying connected 
with fellow leaders in 
the community is what 
Central Community 
College-Hastings Cam-
pus President Jerry 
Wallace says is going to 
get Hastings through 
the challenges posed by 
the novel coronavirus 
disease, or COVID-19, in 
the coming weeks and 
months.

Wallace said it is the 
college’s position to stay 
as normal as possible as 
long as possible during 
the pandemic outbreak 
of  COVID-19, which 
now has reached all 50 
U.S. states, the District 
of  Columbia and Puerto 
Rico.

College President Matt 
Gotschall announced 
Sunday that all face-to-
face classes at all CCC 
locations would be can-
celed for this week, but 
online classes continue 
in the run-up to spring 
break scheduled to be-

gin this weekend. Mean-
while, employees are 
continuing to report to 
work, the college web-
site says.

CCC serves 25 counties 
with main campuses at 
Hastings, Grand Island 
and Columbus and sev-
eral other satellite loca-
tions.

“It’s business as usual 
on campus,” Wallace 
said of  the Hastings 
campus Tuesday af-
ternoon. “For students 
who will stay over 
spring break, the din-
ing hall and student 
services will be open. 
We’re obviously trying 
to stay away from large 
groups (gathering) and 
haven’t made a deci-
sion (about switching 
to online courses). Our 
spring break is March 
23-27, and we’re plan-
ning and have the ca-
pability to go remotely 
to online classes as of  
March 30. That’s what 
our faculty and staff are 
doing this week, pre-
paring for making sure 
our academic integrity 
doesn’t drop at all.”

Off campus, Wallace 
has remained in touch 
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Despite the current 
closure of  Hastings 
Public Schools due 
to concerns over the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, or COVID-19, “gr-
ab-and-go” meals will 
be provided on week-
days for anyone age 18 
and under.

The program begins 
Thursday.

Meal pick-up sites are 
Hastings High School, 
1100 W. 14th St.; Hast-
ings Middle School, 201 
N. Marian Road; Al-
cott Elementary, 313 N. 
Cedar Ave.; and Lin-
coln Elementary, 720 S. 
Franklin Ave.

Pick-up times are 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. 
Each individual will re-
ceive a sack lunch and 
breakfast items for the 
following day. Extra 
food will be sent home 
on Fridays to help with 
the weekend.

The meals are in-
tended for anyone age 
18 and under, and not 
just for HPS students.

The grab-and-go 
meal program was an-
nounced by the school 
district Tuesday morn-
ing.

In the Hastings Public 
School District, which 
has a high percentage 
of  students eligible for 
free and reduced-priced 
meals, food insecurity is 
a major factor.

In discussing the deci-
sion to close schools for 
this week on Sunday, 
HPS Superintendent 
Jeff Schneider said find-
ing ways to continue 
connecting students 
with nutritious meals 
was a top priority for 
him and his staff.

“We hate to do this 
to our community,” 
Schneider said, ac-
knowledging the disrup-
tion the closure would 
cause for students and 
their families.

HPS to provide sack 
lunches, breakfasts
for children and youth

CCC adjusts as coronavirus 
crisis continues to unfold

College Could 
switCh to all-online 

Classes effeCtive 
marCh 30
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