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Hawkettes, Patriots both finish state runner-up. - C1
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TODAY Cloudy. East wind 10-15 
mph.

TONIGHT A chance of drizzle, 
snow, sleet and rain.

Details, page A5 Art by Layla Bosmeniel
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Hastings … home of two 2023 state girls basketball runners-up

STATE 
FINALISTS

JOHN HUTHMACHER
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Three local sing-
er-songwriters will have 
the full musical ensem-
ble of  the Hastings Sym-
phony Orchestra at their 
beck and call for one af-
ternoon in a special one-
of-a-kind concert expe-
rience slated for 4 p.m. 
March 11 at the Masonic 
Auditorium, 411 N. Hast-
ings Ave.

Emily Dunbar, Han-
nah Jensen-Heitmann 
and Peter Lainson will 
perform sets featuring 
arrangements created 
by Brian Shaw, a former 
trumpet professor who 
currently plays trumpet 
with several orchestras, 
including Dallas Winds 
and Baton Rouge Sym-
phony.

Byron Jensen, HSO 
conductor and artistic 
director, will conduct 
the performance, which 
he is rehearsing with 
the orchestra and mu-
sicians using arrange-
ments delivered by 
Shaw in their entirety 
on Feb. 19.

“This is truly a spe-
cial event,” Jensen said. 
”That Brian completed 
all of  these arrange-
ments in about five 
months is an impressive 
feat.”

Tickets for the show 
are available at the door 
for adults. Students 
and HSO season ticket 
holders will be admitted 
free.

Shaw’s involvement 
in the project was solic-
ited by Louie Eckhardt, 

chair of  the Hastings 
College Department 
of  Music and Theatre. 
Eckhardt served as 
an adviser and trum-
pet professor to Shaw 
during his time as a 
doctoral student at Lou-
isiana State University.

“This was a fun proj-
ect,” Shaw said. “For 
me, the first challenge 
was doing my best to 
make sure that I cap-
tured each song faith-
fully and in the spirit 
the artists intended. I’m 
also a pretty busy free-
lance trumpet player 
and teacher in the Seat-
tle area with a family … 
so finding time to write 
10 large-scale arrange-
ments of  songs I’d never 
heard before I started 
writing was tough. I’m 

very happy with the 
work that we all did to-
gether.

“I really enjoyed work-
ing with each of  the 
artists. We spoke over 
Zoom and on the phone 
a couple times, and they 
each sent me emails 
containing their lyrics 
and digital files of  their 
music. My hope is that 
they have a great expe-
rience getting to share 
their music with the 
HSO and audience.”

That Shaw finds him-
self  enamored by the 
tunes after completing 
the project speaks vol-
umes to just how suc-
cessful it turned out to 
be for both composer 
and artists involved.

Local singer-songwriters to perform with Hastings Symphony Orchestra

Courtesy

Hastings musician Peter Lainson will perform 
with the Hastings Symphony Orchestra March 11.
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C
ommunity members 
voiced preference in 
renovating the City 
Building and keeping 
city offices downtown 

during town hall discussions 
Saturday morning and Monday 
evening on the future of  the 
building.

Hastings residents were invited 
to tour the building and provide 
feedback on possible remedies 
for the structure at 220 N. Hast-
ings Ave.

The meetings started with 
tours of  the building guided by 
city staff, followed by discussion 
in the City Council chambers.

During the tour on Saturday, 
guides pointed out problems with 
the roof, cracks in the foundation 
and trouble with climate control 
systems being unable to prevent 
mold and further deterioration 
of  the building.

Shawn Metcalf, who took over 
as city administrator Dec. 21, 
2022, is leading the charge to ex-
amine the City Building issue as 
head of  the City Hall Committee.

“For me, it was an obvious is-
sue we need to address,” he said.

In the interests of  transpar-
ency, Metcalf  said the committee 

Can you beat City Hall?
COMMUNITY MEMBERS VOICE 

PREFERENCE IN RENOVATING  

THE CITY BUILDING

AMY ROH/Tribune/

A tour group walks Saturday around the Hastings City Building to learn about proposed 
improvements that need to be made the building.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Hastings City Administrator Shawn Metcalf speaks to 
people attending a forum Saturday about proposed im-
provements for the Hastings City Building.

JONEL ALECCIA 

Associated Press

Shoppers could soon 
find it easier to tell if  
those grocery store 
steaks or pork chops 
were really “Made in 
the USA.”

Federal agriculture 
officials on Monday 
released new require-
ments that would allow 
labels on meat, poul-
try or eggs to use that 
phrase — or “Product 
of  USA” — only if  they 
come from animals 
“born, raised, slaugh-
tered and processed 
in the United States.” 
That’s a sharp change 
from current policy, 
which allows voluntary 
use of  such labels on 
products from animals 
that have been imported 
from a foreign country 
and slaughtered in the 
U.S., but also on meat 
that’s been imported 
and repackaged or fur-
ther processed.

Imports of  beef  from 
countries including 
Australia, Canada and 
Brazil, for instance, ac-
count for about 12% of  

the total consumed in 
the U.S. Overall, im-
ports of  red meat and 
poultry account for less 
than 6%, while imports 
of  eggs account for less 
than half  of  1%.

U.S. Department of  
Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack said the 
proposed rule would 
better align the labels 
with consumers’ views. 
A survey commissioned 
by the USDA found that 
nearly two-thirds of  
shoppers believed that a 
“Product of  USA” label 
meant that most or all 
meat production steps 
occurred in the U.S.

“There’s obviously a 
disconnect between what 
the consumers’ under-
standings and expecta-
tions are and what the la-
bel currently is,” Vilsack 
said in an interview.

About 12% of  all meat, 
poultry and egg prod-
ucts sold in the country 
carry the U.S.-origin 
labels, USDA officials 
said.

The label change was 
first proposed by Pres-
ident Joe Biden in 2021 
and was included last 
year in a series of  steps 
to bolster the U.S. meat 
and poultry supply 
chain.

Made in the USA?
PROPOSED RULE 

CLARIFIES GROCERY 

MEAT LABELS
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Alex Murdaugh didn’t 
help his defense when 
he took the stand at his 
trial for the murder of  
his wife and son, three 
jurors said on Monday.

Murdaugh’s testimony 
only managed to ce-
ment what they were 
already thinking — that 
he easily lied and could 
turn on and off his tears 
at will, the jurors said 
on the NBC Today show.

The key piece of  ev-
idence in finding the 
lawyer guilty, they said, 
was a video on his son’s 
cellphone that was shot 
minutes before the kill-
ings at the same ken-
nels near where the 
bodies were found at 
their sprawling estate 
in rural South Carolina.

Murdaugh’s voice can 
be heard on the video 
even though he insisted 

for 20 months that he 
hadn’t been at the ken-
nels that night. Inves-
tigators didn’t see the 
video for more than a 
year before advances in 
hacking enabled them 
to unlock Paul Mur-
daugh’s iPhone. They 
shared it with the de-
fense ahead of  the trial.

When he took the 
stand, the first thing 
Murdaugh did was ad-
mit he had lied to in-
vestigators about being 
at the kennels, saying 
he was paranoid of  law 
enforcement because 
he was addicted to opi-
oids and had pills in his 
pocket the night of  the 
killings.

“The kennel video, 
that just kind of  sealed 
the deal,” juror Gwen 
Generette said.

The jury deliber-
ated for less than three 

Murdaugh testimony only 
confirmed his guilt, jurors say

SEE CITY/page A3

SEE CONCERT/page A3

SEE MURDAUGH/page A3


