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Sodbusters stay hot in return home. - B1

Friday, July 10, 2020
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TODAY Sunny. Light east wind be-
coming south-southeast 5-10 mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Krayton Johnson
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Powerful straight-line 
winds associated with a line 
of  strong thunderstorms that 
moved across Nebraska late 
Wednesday night and early 
Thursday morning left a trail 
of  midnight damage in their 
wake.

Wind gusts as strong as 75 
miles per hour were reported 
in Tribland, with many in-
stances of  winds clocked 
at 50-70 mph, the National 
Weather Service reported. 
Residents were left to clean 
up the mess on Thursday.

Some of  the higher wind 
speeds included 75 mph 
at Carleton (reported at 
12:24 a.m.); 72 mph four 
miles east of  Pauline 
(11:51 a.m.); 70 mph one 
mile southeast of  Doniphan 
(11:47 p.m.), four miles north 
of  Doniphan (11:40 p.m.),and 
five miles south of  Saron-
ville (12:06 a.m.); 67 mph at 
the Hastings Municipal Air-
port (11:48 p.m.); and 65 mph 
one mile west of  Trumbull 
(11:42 p.m.).

Hastings, Trumbull, Clay 
Center, Sutton, Edgar, Fair-
field and Hebron were among 
the area towns where damage 
was reported. Harvard and 
Deweese were among several 
towns plus rural neighbor-
hoods that contended with 
power outages, according to 
the National Weather Service 
storm information logs.

“It’s just straight winds,” 
said Tim Lewis, Clay County 
Emergency Management di-
rector, in a video he posted to 
social media Thursday morn-
ing while driving around 
the county assessing dam-
age. “Seventy-mile-per-hour 
straight winds came through 
the county last night, and the 
daylight is showing us the 
problems.”

In Hastings, utility crews 
were out overnight dealing 
with several electrical out-
ages, said Amanda Scott, city 
public information manager.

Service was disrupted along 
Ringland Road after a tree 
fell on a power line, Scott 
said. Power was restored 
several hours later, around 
8 a.m. Thursday.

“That one took a long time 
to repair,” she said.

Other wind-related out-
ages were reported in the 

1800 block of  West Third and 
West Second streets and in 
the area of  West 14th Street 
between Lexington and Bur-
lington avenues, Scott said. 
The 14th Street outage, which 
affected stoplights, was recti-
fied by about 4 a.m.

Jeff Hassenstab, Hastings 
city parks and recreation 
director, said tree and limb 
damage around town was 
sporadic throughout the 
night, but nothing too bad.

“We’ve had way worse,” he 
said.

Parks and Rec is working 
to clear the limbs and trees 
from city property today, but 
some cleanup will continue 
Friday, Hassenstab said.

At 11:45 p.m., significant 
tree damage was reported at 
Trumbull, along with downed 
power lines. A Clay County 
Highway Department shop 
building in Trumbull suf-
fered damage to its doors, so 
equipment inside couldn’t be 
removed.

Right around midnight, 
tree limbs were reported to 
have fallen on houses in Clay 
Center. Tree damage was re-
ported in Edgar at 12:05 a.m. 
and in Sutton at 12:07.

Straight winds hammer area
TREES, CROPS TOOK  

A BEATING OVERNIGHT 
WEDNESDAY

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Dave Maynard cuts a tree out of Phil Askey’s bean field Thursday in Trumbull following 
high winds overnight.
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The days may be 
numbered for the $3.75 
credit card processing 
fee at Hastings Utilities.

Brian Strom, HU 
manager of  customer 
accounts, led a discus-
sion about service fee 
changes during the 
Hastings Utility Board 
meeting Thursday.

The current policy re-
quires customers pay-
ing with credit card, 
debit card or eCheck 
pay a fee of  $3.75 per 
transaction with a limit 
of  $500. There is no fee 
for automatic electronic 
bill pay through bank 
accounts.

The utility department 
doesn’t receive any por-
tion of  that $3.75.

Beginning March 19, 
the utility department 
began crediting the $3.75 
fee back to customers.

“Of  course, we did this 
to be more customer 
friendly, make it conve-
nient for customers who 
pay their bill and keep 
everybody safe,” Strom 
said.

The move coincided 
with the utility depart-

ment closing its doors 
to the public because of  
the novel coronavirus.

“But we have been suc-
cessful still servicing our 
customers and bringing 
in revenue for the utili-
ties,” Strom said.

From March 19 
through June 30, the 
number of  credit card 
payments increased 
96% from 2019 and 167% 
from 2018.

During that same 
3½-month time period, 
dollar amounts received 
included the following:

 � 2018: $406,375
 � 2019: $572,181
 � 2020: $1,074,860

So, the estimated an-
nual payments through 
credit cards would be 
more than $4 million.

“There’s going to 
need to be some more 
analytics and more re-
search on this, but this 
does lead me to believe 
if  there is not a fee for 
customers we’re going 
to get credit card pay-
ments,” Strom said.

There are several ben-
efits to accepting cards, 
besides convenience for 

Officials discuss utility 
absorbing credit card fees 
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CLAY CENTER — A 
45-year-old Lincoln man 
has pleaded not guilty 
to charges arising from 
a pair of  shooting in-
cidents with area law 
enforcement officers in 
April.

Wesley Blessing filed 
a written not guilty 
plea on Monday in Clay 
County District Court.

Clay County District 
Judge Stephen Illing-
worth set a pre-trial 
hearing for Sept. 9 at 
2:15 p.m.

Blessing faces two 
counts of  attempted as-

sault on an officer, two 
counts of  use of  a fire-
arm to commit a felony, 
and one count of  pos-
session of  a firearm by 
a prohibited person for 
an incident on April 14. 
In a second case, Bless-
ing has been charged 
with attempted assault 
on an officer, use of  a 
firearm to commit a 
felony, possession of  a 
firearm by a prohibited 
person, and possession 
of  a controlled sub-
stance for an incident 
on April 16.

According to the 

Suspect injured in Deweese 
confrontation with officers 
pleads not guilty to charges
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Hastings Public Schools 
Superintendent Jeff 
Schneider introduced 
during the Board of  Ed-
ucation work session 
Thursday a reopening 
plan that includes the 
requirement for face 
coverings “when possi-
ble.”

Board members will 
act on the plan at their 
regular meeting on Aug. 
10, which is little more 
than a week before the 
start of  the school year, 
on Aug. 18.

“The only thing I prob-
ably know for sure is 
something will change 
between now and Aug. 
18. I just don’t know 
what it is,” Schneider 
said.

He wanted to give the 

district and the public a 
chance to communicate 
about the plan and give 
board members the op-
portunity to think about 
it before the August 
board meeting.

“I know a lot of  peo-
ple would say, ‘You can’t 
just approve a plan 
nine days before school 
starts. How can par-
ents be prepared?’ ” he 
said. “I think most of  
the plan is not going to 
be controversial. I think 
there’s one part that is, 
but that’s something 
we can notify people by 
phone about and they 
can be ready the next 
day.”

HPS buildings will 
have masks available 
for students.

By “when possible” 
Schneider said district 

officials, as well as local 
health officials, realize 
it isn’t realistic for stu-
dents and staff to wear 
masks for the entirety 
of  the day.

“There are going to 
be times in our school 
when teachers can go to 
a place where they can 
give kids a break on the 
face covering,” he said. 
“Maybe they take their 
class outside when the 
weather is appropriate.”

Classes will also use 
large rooms.

He said there probably 
will be some exceptions 
for medical reasons.

Preschool students 
won’t recommended to 
wear them based on rec-
ommendations from the 
American Academy of  
Pediatrics.

The district will be dil-

igent about hand wash-
ing and sanitizing.

Other options be-
ing discussed include 
temperature checks in 
every classroom and 
more custodial staff in 
schools during the day 
to help out with saniti-
zation.

More space will be al-
lotted for lunchtimes, 
allowing students to 
spread out.

HPS administrators 
worked with represen-
tatives from Adams 
Central Public Schools 
and Hastings Catholic 
Schools, as well as local 
health officials, to come 
up with a generalized 
guide with basic proto-
cols for reopening.

“It is our goal to be 
open this fall with all 
students with an alter-

nate option for those 
not able to attend,” 
Schneider said. “This 
is not going to be a sim-
ple goal to achieve. This 
is going to be difficult. 
I don’t want to under-
state that. I don’t think 
most people understand 
how hard this is going 
to be for our staff, our 
students and our fami-
lies in our community.”

The HPS reopening 
plan Schneider dis-
cussed Thursday in-
cluded three options: 
having 50% of  students 
attending at a time; all 
students would be al-
lowed to attend and 
masks would be rec-
ommended but not 
required; and the op-
tion Schneider recom-
mended — requiring 
face coverings “when 

possible.”
Option one creates 

huge challenges for par-
ents and employers.

Schneider said he 
thought it should be last 
resort.

With option two, fam-
ilies would need to pre-
pare for the likelihood 
of  a quarantine.

Schneider gave the ex-
ample of  a third-grade 
classroom.

“We all know, at some 
point in time it’s not 
going to be if  we have 
a positive case in our 
district, it’s going to be 
when,” he said.

If  the teacher and 
other students don’t 
wear face coverings it is 
likely that everyone in 
the classroom is going 
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