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Jan. 31, 1975: Marble leads St. Cecilia upset over Geneva. - B1
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TODAY Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly after 4 p.m.

TONIGHT Showers and thunder-
storms. Chance of rain is 80%.
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R
ED CLOUD — 
While the novel 
coronavirus 
disease pandemic 
has upended plans 

for crowds to gather here the 
first weekend in June for the 
annual Willa Cather Spring 
Conference, the event will 
proceed online — and in a 
way more accessible than 
ever before to people from 
south central Nebraska and 
around the world.

Theme for this year’s 65th 
annual event is “Un/Teth-
ered Cather on the Cusp of  
the 1920s.” The conference 
will celebrate the 100th an-
niversary of  publication 
for Cather’s collection of  
short stories, “Youth and 
the Bright Medusa,” and ex-
plore the impact of  the era on 
Cather’s writing in that stage 
of  her career.

“For Cather and the nation, 
the dawn of  the 1920s was a 
tumultuous time, marked by 
new freedoms and new entan-
glements,” the Willa Cather 
Foundation said in announc-
ing plans for the Spring Con-
ference. “The Great War had 
ended and women had won 
the right to vote, but 1919’s 
Red Summer and Palmer 
Raids signaled lingering so-
cial discord. Into this un-
settled world, Willa Cather 
brought out ‘Youth and the 
Bright Medusa,’ her collec-
tion of  short stories, where 
her artists move through a 
world that is by turns inspir-
ing and enervating.”

Willa Cather was born in 
Virginia in 1873, then moved 
to rural Webster County with 
her family as a young girl. 
The Cathers soon moved into 
Red Cloud, where Cather 
graduated from Red Cloud 
High School in 1890.

Cather went on to the 

University of  Nebraska in 
Lincoln before embarking on 
a professional career in jour-
nalism and literature that 
has made her name known 
around the globe. Her body of  
work includes novels, short 

Cather conference moves online
RegistRation available up 

to dates of event  
June 4-6

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Cather Conference attendees read an informational plaque 
June 2, 2018, while visiting the Pavelka farm north of Red 
Cloud.

AMY ROH/Tribune

People walk through the displays at the National Willa Cather Center on the opening day of 
the 64th annual Spring Conference May 30, 2019, in Red Cloud.
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GENEVA — Enter-
tainment activities as-
sociated with the an-
nual Fillmore County 
Fair here will fall by 
the wayside for 2020, 
one more consequence 
of  continuing concerns 
over the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19.

The Fillmore County 
Agricultural Society, 
which sponsors the fair 
each year, announced 
the decision to shelve 
the activities in a social 
media release.

Fair board members 
consulted at length with 
health officials before 
making the decision. As 
is the case in all other 
Tribland counties, the 
Fillmore County Fair is 
a mainstay of  summer 
social life in Geneva and 
the surrounding com-
munities.

The decision boiled 
down to public health 
and concern for the po-
tential negative ram-
ifications of  letting 
the fair go forward as 
scheduled July 8-13, the 
Ag Society said.

“With heavy hearts 
after discussion within 

our group and discus-
sion with community 
members, along with 
federal, state, and sur-
rounding area officials, 
the Fillmore County 
Agricultural Society re-
gretfully reports that 
the entertainment activ-
ities scheduled for the 
2020 Fillmore County 
Fair will be postponed 
until 2021,” the ag soci-
ety announced. “With 
the COVID-19 virus still 
very prevalent through-
out the state of  Ne-
braska, and few guide-
lines to offer guidance 
to protect not only our 
own county communi-
ties, but the well-being 
of  people of  all ages 
who would be potential 
visitors to this great an-
nual event, the board 
feels an inadequacy 
to provide safety and 
protection for all who 
would attend.”

Decisions about 4-H 
and FFA activities 
associated with the 
fair remain pending 
and should be known 
throughout Nebraska 
by June 1, the Ag Soci-
ety said.

“The Ag Society will 
do as needed to assist 
and protect these chil-
dren as they compete in 
whatever direction the 
state advises,” the news 
release stated.

The Fillmore County 
Fair is known for robust 

Fillmore County Fair 
entertainment shelved

ag society offeRs 
RegRets, cites public 

health conceRns 
oveR covid-19; 

4-h, ffa plans still 
pending

GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

OMAHA — Nebraska 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said 
Wednesday he’s “very 
pleased” with a corona-
virus testing program 
established by out-of-
state contractors, de-
spite uncertainty that it 
will meet a goal of  3,000 
tests per day by the 
month’s end.

Nebraska announced 
the $27 million, no-bid 

contract with Utah-
based Nomi Health and 
other firms on April 21. 
They hoped to hit the 
testing target within 
five weeks.

TestNebraska con-
ducted just 1,197 tests 
on Tuesday, said Dr. 
Gary Anthone, the 
state’s chief  medical of-
ficer. That’s an increase 
since the beginning of  
May, when the program 
was averaging about 337 

tests per day.
With just 12 days left 

until month’s end, Rick-
etts has said he still 
believes the program 
will reach its goal “at 
some point,” but backed 
away from earlier stated 
goals.

“We’re pushing the 
team hard to get that 
done by the end of  the 
month, but a lot of  that 
will depend on people 
signing up,” he said at a 

news conference.
Ricketts said the prob-

lem stems in part from 
residents who qualify 
for a test after filling 
out an online question-
naire, but don’t show up 
as scheduled. As many 
as 15% of  the people 
who are deemed eligible 
are no-shows, he said.

The state also hasn’t 
launched all six of  its 
mobile testing sites. 
State employees and 

members of  the Ne-
braska National Guard 
are administering the 
tests at four mobile 
stations, with plans to 
open two more.

The program has 
faced criticism from 
some state lawmakers, 
who questioned why 
Nebraska wasn’t spend-
ing the money on local 
testing resources. Rick-
etts has defended the 
contract, arguing that 

the state is already us-
ing the University of  
Nebraska Medical Cen-
ter and the state public 
health lab for testing 
and both have reached 
their capacity.

“I’ve been very pleased 
with the results so far 
with TestNebraska,” 
Ricketts said Wednesday, 
adding that it was “abso-
lutely” worth the money.

Ricketts ‘very pleased’ with TestNebraska program
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Four more Adams 
County residents have 
tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus, 
COVID-19, according to 
numbers from the South 
Heartland District 
Health Department.

As of  Thursday night, 
South Heartland’s run-
ning tally of  laborato-
ry-confirmed positive 
cases showed four more 
cases for Adams County 
than it did the previous 
night.

Adams County now 
shows 257 cases to date, 
along with 23 in Clay 
County, five in Web-

ster County and one in 
Nuckolls County, for a 
total of  286. The Clay, 
Webster and Nuckolls 
county tallies remained 
unchanged from 
Wednesday to Thurs-
day. The first positive 
case in the district was 
reported on March 18.

At least 175 of  the 257 
patients have recovered. 
The district’s death toll 
related to COVID-19 
stands at 11.

In a news release 
Wednesday night, South 
Heartland announced 
that TestNebraska will 
be on hand in two loca-
tions within the district 
next week: The Adams 
County Fairgrounds in 
Hastings from 8-11 a.m. 
and 3-6 p.m. May 26 and 
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Adams County COVID-19 
case count up by four
testnebRaska to be 

in hastings, clay 
centeR next week
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