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A 
rare American 
flag and other ar-
tifacts recently lo-
cated in the office 
of  former Tribune 

owner and publisher Fred 
Seaton serve as reminders of  
just how influential Seaton 
was in U.S. politics during his 
time in the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower administration.

Appointed U.S. Secretary of  
the Interior in 1956 by Eisen-
hower, the longtime Hastings 
newspaperman and onetime 
U.S. Senator remained in his 
cabinet post throughout the 
second term of  Eisenhower’s 
eight-year presidency (1953-
61), playing an active role in 
the admission of  Alaska and 
Hawaii as the 49th and 50th 
states in the union, respec-
tively, in 1959 — 60 years ago 
now.

Frederick Andrew Seaton 
was born in 1909 in Washing-
ton, D.C., where his father, 
Fay N. Seaton, was a staff 
member for U.S. Sen. Joseph 
Bristow, R-Kan. The family 
later moved back to Kansas, 
where Fay had grown up in 
Jewell County, and Fay en-
tered the newspaper publish-
ing business, consolidating 
the Manhattan Mercury and 
Manhattan Chronicle under 
the Mercury banner.

Following a career path sim-
ilar to that of  his father, Fred 
Seaton went to work for the 
Manhattan newspaper af-
ter earning his degree from 
Kansas State University in 
1931. During the years that 
followed, he was active in 
the Kansas Young Republi-
cans organization and served 
as the group’s Kansas state 
chairman from 1934-37. He 
was a campaign aide to Kan-
sas Gov. Alfred M. Landon in 
his unsuccessful 1936 run for 
president.

In 1937, the Seaton family 

purchased the Hastings Daily 
Tribune, and Fred and his 
wife, Gladys, moved to Ne-
braska where Fred served as 
publisher. Fred continued in 
that role until his death in 
1974, when he was succeeded 
by his son, Donald R. Seaton.

Throughout much of  his 
career as the Tribune pub-
lisher, Fred Seaton simultane-
ously was active in state and 
national politics. He served 
in the Nebraska Legislature 
from 1945-49. Then, in 1951 he 
was tapped to fill a vacancy 
in the U.S. Senate created by 
the death of  Sen. Kenneth 
Wherry. He served in that role 
for one year by prior agree-
ment with Gov. Val Peterson, 
who had appointed him.

In 1951, Seaton visited Gen. 
Eisenhower, who had served 
as supreme commander of  
the Allied Expeditionary 
Force in the European the-
ater during World War II and 
by then was supreme com-
mander of  the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, in 

Paris and urged him to re-
turn stateside and run for 
president as a Republican the 
following year. (The men had 
Kansas roots in common, as 
Eisenhower’s hometown is 
Abilene.) Eisenhower even-
tually decided to do just what 
Seaton and others were sug-
gesting, and Seaton joined 
the campaign as an adviser 
in Denver and later in Wash-
ington.

Fred Seaton was appointed 
to several positions in the 
first Eisenhower adminis-
tration, including assistant 
secretary of  defense, admin-
istrative assistant to the pres-
ident and deputy assistant to 
the president. He and Gladys 
and their four children, Don, 
Christine, Alfred and Monica, 
moved to Washington at that 
time. On June 8, 1956, he took 
office as U.S. Secretary of  the 
Interior.

Denny Storer, retired after a 
long career as a professor at 
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U.S. Secretary of the Interior Fred Seaton (fourth from left) 
and his wife, Gladys (seated in front at left), are pictured 
Jan. 21, 1957, with other cabinet members and their wives 
as well as President Dwight D. Eisenhower, First Lady Ma-
mie Eisenhower, and Vice President Richard Nixon and his 
wife, Pat, in Washington, D.C., following Eisenhower’s inau-
guration for a second term. This photograph was found re-
cently in Fred Seaton’s old office in the Tribune Building.
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Tribune Editor Andy Raun (left) holds up a rare U.S. flag for the Rev. Dr. William Nottage-Ta-
cey to examine during a visit at the Tribune Building on Nov. 16. The rare item, which was 
a prototype for a 50-star flag devised around the time Alaska and Hawaii were admitted to 
statehood in 1959, ultimately was rejected in favor of another version with a different pat-
tern for the field of stars. The flag was one of several stored in the office of longtime Tri-
bune publisher Fred Seaton, who served as U.S. Secretary of the Interior under President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower from 1956-61.
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The Associated Press
LINCOLN — Nebras-

ka’s unemployment rate 
of  3.1% remained un-
changed in November, 
the fifth straight month 
the rate has remained 
at that figure.

The Nebraska Labor 
Department said in a 
news release Friday 
that the preliminary 
November rate was 
three-tenths of  a point 
higher than the ad-
justed November 2018 
rate of  2.8%.

The Nebraska rate is 
below November’s na-
tional preliminary rate 
of  3.5%, which is down 
a tenth of  a point from 
3.6% in October and 
down two-tenths of  a 
point from the Novem-

ber 2018 rate of  3.7%.
The department says 

Nebraska’s nonfarm 
employment rose last 
month more than 14,600 
over the year-ago figure 
and was up more than 
1,740 over October.

Private industries 
with the most growth 
year-over-year were 
leisure and hospitality, 
up 2,473; professional 
and business services, 
up 2,465; and mining 
and construction, up 
1,624. Month to month, 
the largest gains were 
seen in trade, transpor-
tation and utilities, up 
4,857; professional and 
business services, up 
451; and education and 
health, up 358.

Nebraska’s
joblessness rate 
steady at 3.1%
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Friday marked the 

last day of  the semes-
ter for many local and 
Tribland schools and 
the beginning of  winter 
breaks for students.

Keeping up with a tra-
dition that is over 20 
years old, Longfellow 
Elementary students 
and staff gathered for 
their annual Christmas 
Sing.

Students took about 
an hour out of  their 
early dismissal day to 
sing holiday songs, be-
ginning with the clas-

sics, then moving to 
some new variations. 
Longfellow has kept up 
the tradition to get stu-
dents excited for the 
holidays — a goal that is 
not hard to achieve.

“It brings some Christ-
mas spirit,” said An-
drew Adams, vocal 
music teacher at Long-
fellow, who led the 
Christmas sing.

Longfellow’s fifth-
grade choir, the Am-
bassadors, started 
off the assembly with 
Christmas songs they 
had been practicing 
since early September. 
Throughout the gym-
nasium, teachers wore 
holiday-themed garb 
and many students 
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Longfellow Elementary School kindergartner 
Ryan Rothfuss spins around as he sings “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas” during the school’s 
Christmas sing-along Friday.
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