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Bill Eberly, a banking software com-
puter programmer from Omaha, is 
show Sunday at the Hastings Mu-
seum.
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TODAY Partly sunny. Winds could 
gust as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Northwest 
wind 10-15 mph.
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A
iden Aldrich went 
through a lot of  trial 
and error to accom-
plish his objective 
Saturday afternoon.

The objective was to get a 
Sphero rover robot to push two 
taped-together red Solo cups 
carrying table tennis balls 20 
feet across the carpeted floor of  
the Hastings Public Library’s 
conference room, around an-
other cup and back to the start-
ing line.

Aiden, an 11-year-old sixth-
grader at Hastings Middle 
School, used block coding and 
a tablet to control the Sphero 
rover, which proved to be a chal-
lenge. The robotic orb either 
went too far or too fast — knock-
ing over the cups and spilling 

the balls.
His setbacks just inspired him 

to work harder.
“It’s just nice to see that every 

time I succeed it’s like 10 steps 
forward and then when I inevi-
tably mess up it’s like one step 
backward,” he said. “It’s nice to 
feel the pull.”

Aiden eventually was able to 
complete the objective. He used 
a drive program that turned 
the tablet into a remote, which 
was easier to control than using 
block coding.

Aiden was one of  a pair of  
middle school students to par-
ticipate in the Sphero Lunar 
Rover Races, a Hastings Public 
Library Teen STEAM activity. 
STEAM activities explore sci-
ence, technology, engineering, 
art and math.

He hadn’t used a Sphero before 
but had used similar rovers. He 
was familiar with block coding, 
using it at school.

STEAM team 
Middle school students use 

coding to control robots 
during library activity
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Aiden Aldrich controls a Sphero robot carrying plastic cups 
during an event for the Hastings Public Library’s Teen STEAM 
Saturday.
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Bill Eberly remembers being in high 
school when the Cassini-Huygens 
space-research probe reached the or-
bit of  Saturn’s moon, Titan, and be-
gan taking photos there.

“The images from Titan, I remem-
ber refreshing my computer as those 
were coming down,” he said. “These 
amazing images and so few people 
have seen them.”

Eberly, a banking software com-
puter programmer in Omaha, was 
one of  hundreds of  volunteers who 
worked on 2018’s “In Saturn’s Rings,” 
directed by Stephen van Vuuren. “In 
Saturn’s Rings” used more than 7.5 
million photographs and numerous 
film techniques to create the effect of  
flying through space around Saturn 
and among its rings.

“In Saturn’s Rings” opened this 
month at the Hastings Museum. 
Eberly attended a viewing of  the 
movie Sunday afternoon and spoke to 
the audience afterward about his ex-
perience.

“Being able to work on a project like 
this where the goal is to get these im-
ages out there so people can see them 

Omaha man who helped make 
Saturn movie speaks at museum
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LINCOLN — Ne-
braska Gov. Pete Rick-
etts will attempt to 

lower 
taxes for 
homeown-
ers, farm-
ers and 
military 
retirees 
this year 
while set-
ting aside 

money to help the state 
recover from the his-
toric 2019 floods.

The governor pledged 
in an Associated Press 
interview to present 
lawmakers with a prop-
erty tax package during 
the legislative session 
that begins Wednesday. 
He said he’ll also con-
tinue pushing for one of  
his earlier priorities, a 
tax exemption for mil-
itary retirees equal to 
half  of  their benefit in-
come.

“What you’ll see in the 
budget that I lay out is 
us continuing to make 
significant progress on 

property tax relief,” 
Ricketts said. “We made 
progress in 2019, and 
we want to continue to 
build upon that.”

Ricketts and lawmak-
ers will have more rev-
enue at their disposal 
this year, thanks to 
higher-than-expected 
tax collections over the 
last several months.

“We have the opportu-
nity to be able to deliver 
significant tax relief,” 
Ricketts said.

However, members 
of  the tax-focused Rev-

enue Committee still 
haven’t completed a 
property tax proposal 
for the upcoming ses-
sion. Ricketts said he 
remains opposed to any 
measure that lowers 
property taxes by in-
creasing other taxes, an 
approach the committee 
considered last year.

Revenue Commit-
tee members are now 
considering a bill 
that would reduce the 
amount of  property that 
school districts can tax.

If  it passes, school dis-

tricts would only be al-
lowed to tax 55% of  the 
total value of  agricul-
tural land, down from the 
current 75%. They could 
tax 85% of  the value of  
residential and com-
mercial property, down 
from the current 100%. 
Nebraska would com-
pensate the schools with 
increased state funding, 
but the bill would also 
impose spending limits 
on each district.

“The governor wants 
spending controls, and 
I do too,” said Sen. 

Mike Groene, of  North 
Platte, a Revenue Com-
mittee member and 
chairman of  the Legis-
lature’s Education Com-
mittee. “Just throwing 
money at it isn’t going 
to work.”

The push comes as ac-
tivists and some state 
senators gather signa-
tures to place a prop-
erty tax cut measure 
on the 2020 ballot. Rick-
etts has opposed the 
ballot measure, saying 

Ricketts picks taxes, flood recovery as top issues

Ricketts
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TEHRAN, Iran — 
The blowback over the 
U.S. killing of  a top Ira-
nian general mounted 
Sunday as Iran an-
nounced it will no lon-
ger abide by the limits 
contained in the 2015 
nuclear deal and Iraq’s 
Parliament called for 
the expulsion of  all 
American troops from 
Iraqi soil.

The twin develop-
ments could bring Iran 
closer to building an 
atomic bomb and enable 
the Islamic State group 
to stage a comeback in 
Iraq, making the Middle 
East a far more danger-
ous and unstable place.

Adding to the tensions, 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump threatened to 
demand billions of  dol-
lars in compensation 
from Iraq or impose 
“sanctions like they’ve 
never seen before” if  it 
goes through with ex-
pelling U.S. troops.

Iranian state televi-
sion cited a statement 
by President Hassan 

Rouhani’s administra-
tion saying the country 
would not observe the 
nuclear deal’s restric-
tions on fuel enrich-
ment, on the size of  
its enriched uranium 
stockpile and on its re-
search and development 
activities.

“The Islamic Republic 
of  Iran no longer faces 
any limitations in op-
erations,” a state TV 
broadcaster said.

In Iraq, meanwhile, 
lawmakers voted in fa-
vor of  a resolution call-
ing for an end to the for-
eign military presence 
in the country, includ-
ing the estimated 5,200 
U.S. troops stationed to 
help fight Islamic State 
extremists. The bill is 
subject to approval by 
the Iraqi government 
but has the backing of  
the outgoing prime min-
ister.

In yet another sign 
of  rising tensions and 
threats of  retaliation 
over the deadly air-
strike, the U.S.-led mil-
itary coalition in Iraq 
said it is putting the bat-
tle against IS on hold to 
focus on protecting its 

own troops and bases.
The string of  devel-

opments capped a day 
of  mass mourning over 
Iranian Maj. Gen. Qa-
ssem Soleimani, killed 
in a U.S. drone strike 
in Baghdad on Friday. 
Hundreds of  thousands 
of  people flooded the 
streets in the cities of  
Ahvaz and Mashhad 
to walk alongside the 
casket of  Soleimani, 
who was the architect 
of  Iran’s proxy wars 
across the Mideast and 
was blamed for the 
deaths of  hundreds of  
Americans in roadside 
bombings and other at-
tacks.

Trump responded to 
the Parliament’s troop 
withdrawal vote with a 
monetary threat, saying 
the U.S. expected to be 
paid for its military in-
vestments in Iraq before 
leaving and threatening 
economic sanctions if  
the U.S. is not treated 
properly.

“We have a very ex-
traordinarily expensive 
air base that’s there. It 
cost billions of  dollars 

Blowback: Iran abandons nuclear 
limits after U.S. killing of general
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