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Bronco men improve to 8-0 on season. - B1

Tuesday, November 22, 2022
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TODAY Sunny. Southwest wind 
5-10 mph becoming west.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Calm 
wind becoming west-southwest.

Details, page A5 Art by Merika Gomez
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Associated Press

COLORADO 
SPRINGS, Colo. — A 
22-year-old gunman 
opened fire with a semi-
automatic rifle inside 
a gay nightclub in Col-
orado Springs, killing 
five people and leaving 
25 injured before he was 
subdued by “heroic” 
patrons and arrested 
by police who arrived 
within minutes, author-
ities said Sunday.

The suspect in the Sat-
urday night shooting 
at Club Q used an AR-
15-style semiautomatic 
weapon, a law enforce-
ment official said. A 
handgun and additional 
ammunition magazines 
also were recovered, ac-
cording to the official, 

who could not discuss de-
tails of  the investigation 
publicly and spoke to The 
Associated Press on con-
dition of  anonymity.

The attack ended when 
a patron grabbed a 
handgun from the sus-
pect and hit him with it, 
Colorado Springs Mayor 
John Suthers told The 
Associated Press. The 
person who hit the gun-
man had him pinned 
down when police ar-
rived, Suthers said.

“Had that individ-
ual not intervened this 
could have been expo-
nentially more tragic,” 
Suthers said.

On its Facebook page, 
the club called it a “hate 
attack.” Investigators 
were still determining 
a motive and whether 
to prosecute it as a hate 

crime, said El Paso 
County District Attorney 
Michael Allen. Charges 
against the suspect will 
likely include first-de-
gree murder, he said.

Police identified the 
alleged gunman as An-
derson Lee Aldrich, who 
was in custody and be-
ing treated for injuries.

Aldrich was arrested 
in 2021 after his mother 
reported he threatened 
her with a homemade 
bomb and other weap-
ons, authorities said. 
They declined to elabo-
rate on that arrest. No 
explosives were found, 
authorities said at the 
time, and The Gazette 
in Colorado Springs 
reported that prosecu-
tors did not pursue any 
charges and that re-
cords were sealed.

Police: Gunman kills 5 at Colorado Springs gay club, is subdued by patrons

PARKER SEIBOLD/The Gazette

Tyrice Kelley (center right), a performer at Club Q, is comforted during 
a service held at All Souls Unitarian Church following an overnight fatal 
shooting at the gay nightclub in Colorado Springs, Colo., on Sunday.
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J
unior Evan Kolami 
almost didn’t par-
ticipate in Frank-
lin High School’s 
inaugural entry in 

the esports program, but 
his friends talked him into 
it and they went on to win 
their division Saturday at the 
Nebraska Schools eSports 
Association fall state high 
school tournament at Hast-
ings College.

Kolami said he was focused 
on athletic programs like 
cross country and basketball 
and wasn’t sure if  he would 
have the time in his schedule 
for another activity.

His friends, fellow juniors 
Gregory Boettcher and Levi 
Meade, convinced Kolami 
to join the newly-created es-
ports team at Franklin High 
School to take their joy of  the 
video game “Rocket League” 
to the next level.

“We’ve been playing since 
the fourth or fifth grade,” Me-
ade said. “We’ve developed 
teamwork and communica-
tion and that helps.”

Competitors from across the 
state converged at the Hast-
ings College Esports Arena in 
the Gray Center Friday and 
Saturday to test their video 
game skills against the top 
high school players in more 

than 70 NSeSA schools.
It was the first state tour-

nament hosted by Hastings 
College Esports, which began 

its first full year of  collegiate 
varsity competition this fall.

Heights of success
FRANKLIN WINS STATE  

IN ESPORTS DEBUT  
AT HASTINGS COLLEGE

AMY ROH/Tribune/

Franklin’s Evan Kolami plays “Rocket League” with his teammates during the Nebraska 
Schools eSports Association’s fall state championship Saturday at Hastings College.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Franklin’s Levi Meade plays “Rocket League” during the 
Nebraska Schools eSports Association’s fall state champi-
onship Saturday at Hastings College.
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Representatives from 
the Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Transportation 
provided more informa-
tion about one major 
change to the proposed 
update for the entrance 
into east Hastings.

Mick Syslo, NDOT 
roadway design engi-
neer, provided an up-
date during the Hast-
ings City Council work 
session on Monday 
about the Hastings 
Southeast project.

The Hastings South-
east project would re-
construct about 2.38 
miles of  U.S. Highway 
6. The project would 
start 0.77 mile east of  
the junction of  U.S. 
Highway 6 and U.S. 
Highways 281 and 34 
(the corner otherwise 
known as J Street and 
Burlington Avenue) and 
would extend north on 

Elm Avenue, then east 
on South Street, to a 
point 0.24 mile east of  
Showboat Boulevard.

Construction would 
begin and/or end about 
1,000 feet ahead of  or be-
yond the actual project 
limits to accommodate 
temporary surfacing for 
phased construction. 
The project would in-
clude work at adjacent 
roadways.

Such a project has 
been discussed in Hast-
ings for decades, and 
the Hastings City Coun-
cil previously approved 
contributing 20% to-
ward the project total. 
The current total esti-
mated project cost is $35 
million.

The project now in-
cludes a proposed 
roundabout at the in-
tersection at Elm Ave-
nue and South Street 
to allow for fluid traffic 
movement. Location of  
the roundabout would 
be slightly shifted to the 

Council updated 
on proposed east 
Highway 6 project

STATE REQUESTING 
CITY SUPPORT

JOSH FUNK

Associated Press

OMAHA — Consum-
ers could see higher gas 
prices and shortages 
of  some of  their favor-
ite groceries during the 
winter holiday season 
if  railroads and all of  
their unions can’t agree 
on new contracts by an 
early-December dead-
line that had already 
been pushed back.

The likelihood of  a 
strike that would par-
alyze the nation’s rail 
traffic grew on Monday 
when the largest of  the 
12 rail unions, which 
represents mostly con-
ductors, rejected man-
agement’s latest offer-
ing that included 24% 
raises and $5,000 in bo-
nuses. With four of  the 
12 unions that represent 

half  of  the 115,000 rail 
workers holding out for 
a better deal, it might 
fall to Congress to im-
pose one to protect the 
U.S. economy.

The Retail Industry 
Leaders Association 
said a rail strike “would 
cause enormous disrup-
tion” although retail 
stores are well stocked 
for the crucial holiday 
shopping season. It’s 
not clear what a strike 
would mean for pack-
ages because FedEx and 
UPS, which both rely 
on rail to some degree, 
haven’t commented in 
detail.

“Fortunately, this 
year’s holiday gifts 
have already landed 
on store shelves. But 

Consumers could 
pay price if railroads, 
unions can’t agree
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