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TODAY A 30% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Luis Aguilar
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Like many service groups 
and other community orga-
nizations, the Hastings Noon 
Rotary Club has been thrown 
off its regular schedule and 
program of  activities by the 
novel coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, pandemic.

The club’s weekly Friday 
lunch meetings at Mary Lan-
ning Healthcare were sus-
pended until further notice in 
March. Since then, club mem-
bers have gathered for meetings 
virtually over Zoom a few times 
but have convened an in-person 
meeting only once.

But there’s much more to 
Rotary, or any service orga-
nization, than just a weekly 
meal, program and fellow-
ship. And with key involve-
ment from several members, 

the Hastings club members 
have found a way to continue 
doing good works through 
several months of  social dis-
tancing.

“As COVID-19 continues to 
slam our country and as peo-
ple of  action, members of  the 
Hastings Noon Rotary Club 
have answered the call,” said 
Marie Butler, who ended her 
year-long term as club presi-
dent at the end of  June.

One of  the Hastings club’s 
signature events is its annual 
Student Recognition Lun-
cheon in early May. Work-
ing in collaboration with the 
Central Community College 
Foundation, the club orga-
nizes the event at Central 
Community College-Hast-
ings to celebrate the scholas-
tic achievements of  several 
dozen of  the top graduating 
seniors from Adams County 
high schools. Scholarships 
also are awarded on a com-
petitive basis.

While the luncheon couldn’t 
go forward this year due 

to public health restric-
tions, Hastings Noon Rotary 
pushed ahead with the rec-
ognition aspect of  the proj-
ect, visiting students’ homes 
one by one to present them 
with an engraved “Rotary 
Scholar” medal as well as a 
gift and a newspaper page 
provided by the Hastings Tri-
bune on which their honor 
had been announced.

Gifts to the seniors have 
varied through the years, 
with a dictionary eventually 
being replaced by a computer 
flash drive. This year, long 
before COVID-19 was at the 
top of  the world’s mind, the 
group decided to present the 
students with a cloth they 
could use to clean their elec-
tronic devices.

“Who knew when we de-
cided upon a Rotary remem-
brance gift of  a device clean-
ing cloth for academically 
recognized high school stu-
dents, that this cloth would 

Rotary pushes ahead with projects amid pandemic
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Marie Butler, Hastings Noon Rotary Club president for 
2019-20, speaks June 26 during a club meeting in Five 
Points Pavilion in Highland Park as Rotarian Ron Seymour 
listens. Butler provided an update on recent club activities 
during the meeting, which was the first at which members 
had gathered physically in more than three months. Sey-
mour was honored at the meeting as Rotarian of the Year.
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C
ontinuing to practice 
old skills and learning 
new things prompted 
Kassie Kimle, 14, of  
Kenesaw to partici-

pate in the static exhibits part 
of  the Adams County Fair this 
year despite the disruption 
caused by the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19.

Kassie’s been participating in 
4-H for about nine years and has 
tried many different projects 
over the years. This year, her 
favorite was a sewing project in 
which she crafted a dress and 

then modeled it on video for the 
judges.

Normally, she would show off 
the dress in the fashion show, 
but that was canceled this year 
to allow the activities to keep 
with social distancing guide-
lines. While she misses being 
able to see other 4-H’ers and 
share ideas and projects, Kassie 
was glad to be able to still par-
ticipate.

“While it might be different, I 
still have something related to 
a fair,” she said. “It may not be 
like other fairs, but at least we 
get to do something.”

For her 12-year-old brother, 
Blake, the favored project was 
making a tie blanket.

Not like other fairs

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Kassie Kimle, 14, brings 4-H static exhibits including door deco-
rations to the Adams County Extension offices Tuesday.
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LINCOLN — The 
University of  Nebras-
ka’s new president ex-
pressed confidence 
Tuesday that all four 
university campuses 
will be ready for in-per-
son classes this fall de-
spite the threat of  the 
coronavirus.

Ted Carter said the 
campuses in Lincoln, 
Omaha and Kearney 
have already taken 
steps to welcome back 
students while minimiz-
ing the risk that the vi-
rus will spread.

Carter said students 
who arrive on campus 
for the fall semester will 
see smaller, spread-out 
classes, less crowded 
dorms, mandatory 
masks and buildings 
that are cleaned more 
frequently.

“We’re not going into 
this with hope and a 
prayer,” Carter said 
at a news conference 
with Gov. Pete Ricketts. 

“We’re going into this 
with a bias for action.”

University officials 
have left open the possi-
bility that they will re-
turn to online learning 
if  the pandemic wors-
ens. But Carter said it’s 
important for the uni-
versity to offer in-per-
son instruction. He said 
university surveys have 
shown that the vast ma-
jority of  students and 
faculty members want 
to return for in-person 
classes, and extra pre-
cautions will taken for 
those who are at greater 
risk.

“You cannot get the 
same level of  education 
through a Zoom call,” 
Carter said.

Carter said the uni-
versity is better-po-
sitioned than many 
other schools because 
each of  its campuses is 
spread out over large 
areas, making it easier 
to keep people at a safe 
distance. The univer-
sity has roughly 51,000 

students and 16,000 fac-
ulty and staff members 
at the University of  Ne-
braska-Lincoln, Uni-
versity of  Nebraska at 
Omaha, University of  
Nebraska at Kearney 
and the University of  
Nebraska Medical Cen-
ter in Omaha.

In May, the universi-
ty’s flagship campus in 
Lincoln announced that 
it would start classes 
online for one week on 
Aug. 17 and then transi-
tion to in-person learn-
ing for the rest of  the 
fall semester, starting 
Aug. 24. The semester 
will be shortened, and 
scheduled to end before 
Thanksgiving.

Carter was sworn 
in as the university’s 
new president in Janu-
ary, just a few months 
before the pandemic 
forced widespread clo-
sures in Nebraska and 
the rest of  the country. 
The university closed 

University of Nebraska president: 
Campuses will be ready for virus
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SETUP CHANGES FOR 4-H 
STATIC EXHIBITS THIS YEAR

SEE FAIR/page A3

TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

Members of  the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Supervisors provided 
support Tuesday for 
four projects deter-
mined to improve life in 
Adams County.

The supervisors voted 
7-0 on each of  the four 
improvement fund 
grants presented by 
Anjanette Bonham, di-
rector of  the Adams 
County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. The 
grants include $5,000 
for a new sign and land-
scaping at the Hastings 
Municipal Airport; 
$25,000 to update the 20 
full-service camping 
pedestals at the Adams 
County Fairgrounds to 
50 amps; $25,000 to help 
with the construction 

of  the Roseland Com-
munity Center; and up 
to $22,400 to transform 
the Carter Park tennis 
courts, in south Hast-
ings, into pickleball 
courts.

“These are four wor-
thy projects,” Supervi-
sor Scott Thomsen said 
after hearing Bonham’s 
presentations for each 
of  the projects.

Improvement grants 
are used for improve-
ments to attractions or 
recreational facilities 
owned by the public or 
nonprofits that attract 
visitors to Hastings and 
Adams County.

“I’m really excited for 
these organizations and 
the opportunities for 
these communities too 
to get the improvements 
they are requesting,” 

Bonham said. “It’s a 
great opportunity to use 
our funds and put them 
back into the commu-
nity of  Adams County.”

AIRPORT

Funds would help off-
set the cost for a new 
sign and landscaping at 
12th Street and Marian 
Road as well as land-
scaping at the airport 
entrance at 12th Street.

“A new, updated look 
increases their presence 
and shows potential 
businesses and trav-
elers from out of  state 
and other Nebraska 
counties that Hastings 
is welcoming and open 
for business,” Bonham 
said.

She said the airport 
had a great turnout 

Supervisors OK improvement 
grants totaling almost $78K
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