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TODAY Mostly sunny. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 30 mph.
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TONIGHT Mostly clear. Breezy, 
with a south wind 15-20 mph.
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B
LUE HILL — As 
work began on 
Blue Hill’s new 
aquatic center, 
no one was ex-

pecting to find anything 
except a new place to swim, 
learn and socialize. But as 
the ground was moved and 
digging began, time capsules 
placed years ago by classes 
in the elementary school 
were moved, and some were 
unearthed.

The aquatic center is being 
built on the site of  the old 
Blue Hill Elementary School, 
which went out of  service in 
2002 and was razed in 2017. 
City worker Mark Kumke 
had been told there had been 
some time capsules buried 
on the old school grounds, 
so when he saw some papers 
after excavation at the site 

Digging up old memories
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UNEARTHS BLUE HILL 
STUDENTS’ TIME CAPSULE 
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Work progresses this week on the future site of the Blue Hill aquatic center, where the old 
Blue Hill elementary school was located.
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As seniors, members of the Blue Hill High School Class of 
1994 dig up a time capsule they buried as sixth-graders on 
the grounds of the old Blue Hill Elementary School.
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What a difference a 
year makes.

After a 2019 that was 
downright verdant by 
comparison, paltry 
rainfall over the spring 
and summer of  2020 
now has a large expanse 
of  Tribland standing 
in moderate to severe 
drought, according to 
the latest Drought In-
formation Statement 
issued by the National 
Weather Service.

On the drought map 
released by NWS Thurs-
day, Hastings sits near 
the east edge of  an egg-
shaped zone of  severe 
drought that includes 
much of  Adams County, 
all of  Kearney County 
and small portions 

of  Franklin, Webster, 
Phelps, Buffalo and Hall 
counties.

The moderate drought 
zone includes the rest 
of  Adams and Franklin 
counties, most of  Web-
ster County, and parts 
of  Nuckolls, Harlan, 

Hall, Hamilton and Clay 
counties in Nebraska 
and northern Smith 
County in Kansas.

An “abnormally dry” 
zone includes parts of  
Smith and Jewell coun-
ties in Kansas and parts 
of  Nuckolls, Clay, Ham-

ilton and Harlan coun-
ties in Nebraska.

Only Fillmore and 
Thayer counties in Tri-
bland currently aren’t 
included in any drought 
or abnormally dry zone.

NWS associates areas 
of  severe drought with 

likely crop and pasture 
losses, very high fire 
risk, water shortages 
common, and water re-
strictions imposed. The 
city of  Minden has been 
under a water warning, 
with usage curtailed, 
for several weeks.

The Weather Service 
associates moderate 
drought areas with 
some damage to crops 
and pastures, high fire 
risk, low water levels in 
streams and reservoirs, 
and some water short-
ages developing or im-
minent.

Abnormally dry areas 
are headed for drought, 
and the dry conditions 
may slow planting, 
growth of  crops and 
pastures, and create 
above-average fire risk.

The Nebraska Rainfall 
Assessment and Infor-
mation Network, which 
presents compiled daily 
precipitation reports 
from locations across 
the state, shows the dra-

matic difference in year-
to-date rainfall in 2019 
and 2020.

In Adams, Kearney 
and surrounding coun-
ties, many locations 
have received less than 
half  the precipitation 
since Jan. 1, 2020, that 
they received between 
Jan. 1 and Sept. 17, 2019.

Examples include a 
location one mile south-
east of  Hastings that 
as of  Thursday had re-
ceived 15.81 inches of  
precipitation to date in 
2020, compared to 34.14 
inches between Jan. 1 
and Sept. 17, 2019.

A location 10 miles 
southeast of  Minden 
had received just 13.49 
inches of  rain so far in 
2020, compared to 34.08 
inches in the first 8 ½ 
months of  2019.

NWS records paint 
much the same picture 
for the Hastings area. 
The official rainfall 
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WASHINGTON — 
Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
a towering women’s 
rights champion who 
became the court’s sec-
ond female justice, died 
Friday at her home in 
Washington. She was 
87.

Ginsburg died of  com-
plications from meta-
static pancreatic cancer, 
the court said.

Her death just over 
six weeks before Elec-
tion Day is likely to 
set off a heated battle 
over whether President 
Donald Trump should 
nominate, and the Re-
publican-led Senate 
should confirm, her re-
placement, or if  the seat 
should remain vacant 
until the outcome of  his 
race against Democrat 
Joe Biden is known. 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell said late Fri-
day that the Senate will 
vote on Trump’s pick to 
replace Ginsburg, even 
though it’s an election 
year.

Trump called Gins-

burg an “amazing 
woman” and did not 
mention filling her va-
cant Supreme Court 
seat when he spoke to 
reporters following a 
rally in Bemidji, Min-
nesota.

Biden said the win-
ner of  the Novem-
ber election should 
choose Ginsburg’s re-
placement. “There is 
no doubt — let me be 
clear — that the voters 
should pick the presi-
dent and the president 
should pick the jus-
tice for the Senate to 
consider,” Biden told 
reporters after return-
ing to his hometown of  
Wilmington, Delaware, 
from campaign stops in 
Minnesota.

Chief  Justice John 
Roberts mourned Gins-
burg’s passing. “Our 
Nation has lost a jurist 
of  historic stature. We 
at the Supreme Court 
have lost a cherished 
colleague. Today we 
mourn, but with confi-
dence that future gen-
erations will remember 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg as 
we knew her — a tire-
less and resolute cham-
pion of  justice,” Roberts 
said in a statement.

Ginsburg announced 
in July that she was un-
dergoing chemotherapy 
treatment for lesions 

Large part of Tribland hurting for rainfall this year
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A farmer harvests soybeans in a field north of Heartwell Friday. This year’s 
fall harvest, already well under way, is off to an early start.
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RBG dies
SUPREME COURT 

JUSTICE, A TOWERING 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS 

CHAMPION, HAS DIED 
AT HER HOME  

IN WASHINGTON
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In this April 6, 2018, file photo, Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg applauds after a 
performance in her honor after she spoke about 
her life and work during a discussion at George-
town Law School in Washington.
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