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Given the state of  the 16th 
Street viaduct substructure, 
the structure can’t be re-
paired and must be replaced.

That is the finding of  the fo-
rensic evaluation conducted 
by Engineering Specialists 
Inc. of  Omaha. Anthony Si-
ahpush, president of  ESI, will 
provide a presentation about 
the evaluation and accompa-
nying 260-page report during 
the Hastings City Council’s 
regular meeting Monday, be-
ginning 5:30 p.m. at the City 
Building, 220 N. Hastings Ave.

Design and replacement of  

the viaduct is estimated to 
cost around $7.5 million. That 
amount doesn’t include the 
costs associated with work-
ing with the Union Pacific 
Railroad on the project.

According to the report, the 
substructure requires exten-
sive restoration of  the entire 
concrete perimeter and re-
placement of  the steel rein-
forcing of  all concrete pier 
columns.

From a structural stand-
point, however, the rehabil-
itation of  the pier columns 
and the pier caps/beams isn’t 
feasible without removal of  
the superstructure above. 
The existing piers also are 
too low, according to railroad 
regulations.

Nebraska bridge regulations 
state that in a major repair to 

a bridge, the drive deck must 
be at least 38 feet wide. The 
85-year-old 16th Street struc-
ture is just 26 feet wide.

If  there is an accident on a 
38-foot-wide structure, traffic 
still can be moved around the 
blockage. Twenty-six feet is 
just two lanes and wouldn’t 
allow traffic to continue in 
the event of  a blockage.

“If  we do this they wouldn’t 
let us put it back at 26 feet,” 
City Administrator Dave 
Ptak said. “It’s basically re-
building the bridge.”

Engineering firm Olsson 
previously provided an esti-
mated cost of  $3,095,120 for 
“extensive repair,” which 
was thought to be able to ex-
tend the life of  the existing 
structure 25-30 years.

“They hadn’t done the fo-

rensics to know what needed 
to be done,” Ptak said.

“If  we didn’t do a major re-
pair we wouldn’t have had to 
widen it, but because we have 
to replace the piers it’s like 
building a new bridge and 
that’s where they come in in 
terms of  that,” he said.

ESI estimates the cost to de-
molish the structure would 
be $1.452 million, which is 
similar to the $1.46 million 
demolition estimate from 
Olsson.

Council members voted 6-2 
during their final meeting 
of  2019 to approve the “tear-
down” option of  a resolution. 
The resolution also included 
an extensive repair option; an 
option for a new bridge with 

Forensic report: 16th Street viaduct can’t be repaired
COST TO REPLACE 

STRUCTURE ESTIMATED  
AT AROUND $7.5M 
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Concrete has split from one 
of the columns that sup-
ports the 16th Street via-
duct.
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“W
e’re going to have 
a lot of  hard con-
versations.”

Those words 
from Adams Cen-

tral Superintendent Shawn Scott could 
not be more true as he and other school 
administrators from across Nebraska 
are in the midst of  the difficult process 
of  preparing for the return of  students 
and faculty.

Scott, along with Hastings Public 
Schools Superintendent Jeff Schneider 
and the Rev. Tom Brouillette, chief  ad-
ministrative officer of  Hastings Catho-
lic Schools, gave members at the Hast-
ings Noon Rotary Club on Friday a 
preview of  what the upcoming school 
year may look like, nearly five months 
after the outbreak of  the novel corona-
virus disease, COVID-19.

Each of  the three spoke specifically 
about his own school system but also 
said that they have been working to-
gether and will need to continue doing 
so if  the Hastings community is going 
to get through the approaching aca-
demic year.

“We’ve been talking since March 
about COVID and all of  the 

‘Hard conversations’
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS PREVIEW 

REOPENING PLANS AS UNCERTAIN YEAR 
APPROACHES; FACE COVERING POLICIES 

MOST CONTENTIOUS, THEY SAY
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The Rev. Tom Brouillette of Hastings Catholic Schools answers questions Friday during a 
Noon Rotary Club meeting at Chautauqua Pavilion. Talking about returning to school amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Brouillette was joined by Adams Central superintendent Shawn 
Scott (right) and Jeff Schneider (not pictured) of Hastings Public Schools.
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Hastings Public Schools Superintendent Jeff 
Schneider shares the district’s plan for returning 
to school while speaking Friday during a Noon 
Rotary Club meeting at Chautauqua Pavilion.
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Central Community 
College will require face 
coverings be worn in 
all buildings, including 
classrooms, hallways 
and laboratories, when 
the 2020-21 academic 
year begins on Aug. 17.

The college has cam-
puses in Hastings, 
Grand Island and Co-
lumbus, as well as cen-
ters in Holdrege, Kear-
ney and Lexington and 
an Ord Learning Cen-
ter. Officials announced 
plans for the new se-
mester in a news re-
lease Thursday.

In-person instruc-
tion will be offered on 
all CCC campuses and 
centers from Aug. 17 
through the scheduled 
end of  the fall semester 
on Dec. 11. That plan 
is subject to change if  
public health conditions 
require it.

In the meantime, 
classrooms and labs 
have been adjusted to 
allow for social dis-
tancing. Hand sani-
tizer stations and plexi-

glass shield have been 
installed throughout 
buildings to help thwart 
the spread of  the novel 
coronavirus and other 
germs from person to 
person.

“In addition, some 
instructional deliv-
ery methods have been 
modified to allow for 
more online opportuni-
ties,” the CCC news re-
lease says.

Face coverings include 
masks, face shields and 
other approved cover-
ings. A recent survey 
of  students conducted 
by the college showed 
nearly 80% are regis-
tered for at least one 
face-to-face course this 
fall, and most support 
the use of  face cover-
ings if  needed.

The college plans 
to continue following 
safety recommenda-
tions from the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention and lo-
cal health departments. 
The recommended 
measures include pro-
moting hand washing, 
requiring individuals 
with symptoms not to 
attend class, reducing 

CCC to require face coverings 
when classes begin Aug. 17
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A total of  18 new pos-
itive cases of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, were con-
firmed among Thayer 
County residents July 
9-22, the Public Health 
Solutions District 
Health Department an-
nounced on Thursday.

Four new cases of  the 
viral infection were 
confirmed in neighbor-
ing Fillmore County 
during that time period.

Fillmore, Thayer, Jef-
ferson, Saline and Gage 
counties are part of  the 

PHS district.
According to the 

newly launched Pub-
lic Health Solutions 
COVID-19 Data Dash-
board, a cumulative 
total of  22 cases of  the 
infection had been con-
firmed as of  Thurs-
day in Thayer County 
since area counties be-
gan seeing identified 
cases in March. Fill-
more County also had 
recorded a cumulative 
total of  22 cases as of  
Thursday.

A so-called “cluster 
outbreak” in Thayer 
County was identified 
the week of  July 13. 
All individuals associ-
ated with that cluster 
were recommended to 

Thayer County’s 
COVID-19 case count 
up by 18 since July 9

CLAY COUNTY LOGS 
16 NEW CASES SINCE 

JULY 13
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