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Patriots sweep to open season. - B1

Friday, August 30, 2019

weather
72
60

TODAY A slight chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms before 4.

TONIGHT Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly after 2 a.m.

Details, page A5 Art by Miguel Miranda
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The city of  Hastings 

would like to see plan-
ning, and possibly con-
struction, occur in 
2020 on railroad quiet 
zones, but participation 
is needed from other 
stakeholders.

Railroad quiet zone 

stakeholders are an-
ticipated to gather in 
Hastings later this year 
to review crossings in 
town and then state a 
notice of  intent to estab-
lish quiet crossings. 

That review will pro-
vide a clearer timeline 
on how to proceed.

Members of  the city’s 
quiet crossing commit-
tee met Thursday with 
David Huntley, grade 

crossing inspector for 
the Federal Railroad 
Administration office of  
safety.

“David has been in-
valuable as far as show-
ing us the path forward 
of  what we need to do,” 
City Attorney Dave 
Ptak said. “I’m just re-
ally happy he could 
make it out here.”

Huntley is based out 
of  central Iowa but 

serves Region 6 of  the 
Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration, which in-
cludes Iowa, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Kansas, east-
ern Wyoming and west-
ern Illinois.

Huntley provided the 
city with the section of  
Code of  Federal Regu-
lations that pertains to 
the use of  locomotive 
horns at public high-
way rail grade crossings 

to show the steps that 
need to take place in or-
der for the city to imple-
ment quiet crossings.

“Getting him here was 
a real plus for us, and it 
really helped the com-
mittee feel more com-
fortable about the way 
forward,” Ptak said.

Huntley also promoted 
awareness of  the small, 
blue emergency notifi-
cation signs at railroad 

crossings. The signs in-
clude a phone number 
to call in the event of  an 
emergency.

The next step for quiet 
crossings is a diagnos-
tic review of  all railroad 
crossings in Hastings 
and a decision on what 
needs to happen, fol-
lowed by issuance of  a 
notice of  intent to in-
stall quiet crossings.

City continues work on quiet zones
$350,000 budgeted 

in next fiscal year
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S
enior citizens mov-
ing into an assisted 
living facility can 
be apprehensive or 
overwhelmed with 

the change.
Samantha Rundle, assisted 

living director of  the Villa at 
Good Samaritan Society-Hast-
ings Village, said adults who 
are used to living on their 
own may feel pressure from 
family members to enter a 
facility for safety reasons. 

They may not be com-
pletely ready to give up their 
own home or understand 
exactly how such places op-
erate.

“When anybody moves into 
a new facility, they can feel 
like they’re losing their in-
dependence,” she said. “It’s 
a jolt to the system if  they’re 
not proactive.”

But staff at licensed as-
sisted living facilities in 
Hastings say they recog-
nize those struggles and are 
working to alleviate that 
stress for residents.

Amy Birkel, chief  operating 
officer for Heritage Commu-
nities, last week visited the 
Heritage at College View in 

an effort to garner the per-
spective of  residents who 
have made the change. 

Her visit was one stop on 
a multi-state tour to each of  
the company’s 13 facilities to 
experience the first day that 
residents find moving to an 
assisted living facility.

At each stop, Birkel 
checked into the facility with 
the executive director, chat-
ted with residents and ate 
meals with them, and slept 
in an empty room.

She said the goal was to 
learn first-hand about the 
living experience and learn 
from the residents about 
things they like or dislike 
about each facility. 

She has been a certified 
nursing assistant, worked in 
marketing and administra-
tion, and served as executive 
director before becoming the 
chief  operating officer.

She wanted to go through 
the same process that resi-
dents do so she could have 
a better understanding of  
what they go through.

“I have never lived in one 
our buildings,” she said. “I 
wanted to experience it to 
the best I can.”

With that knowledge, she 
plans to help keep decisions 
at the company’s headquar-
ters focused on clients.

Birkel said residents 
shared their thoughts on a 

variety of  subjects, ranging 
from the meals offered to the 
way the laundry rooms are 
set up. 

Some told her that they en-
joy when staff members call 
them by name and recognize 
them as individuals.

“I keep hearing it’s really 
the small things are the most 
important,” she said. “The 
small things are very im-
portant to them. They have 
the time to appreciate them 
more.”

Stephanie Torczon, execu-
tive director at Heritage at 
College View, said they have 
several ways to help make 
residents feel more comfort-
able as they consider mov-
ing to assisted living, but it 
starts well before move-in 
day.

Generally, she said the deci-
sion to move into an assisted 
living facility is a process. 
Both the client and family 
have to be comfortable with 
the transition.

“Sometimes it takes people 
years to get to this point,” 
she said.

During that time, Torc-
zon said they try to learn as 
much about the potential 
resident as possible. 

They ask about hometowns, 
potential friends, activities 
and interests.

JOHN HUTHMACHER
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Flooding is a possibil-
ity in parts of  Tribland 
early this morning 
and again tonight into 
Saturday morning, 
depending on much 
rain fell overnight and 
how much more may 
be received through-
out today, the National 
Weather Service re-
ported in a webinar 
Thursday afternoon.

The possibility of  
flooding covers areas 
south of  Interstate 80.

A little over an inch 
of  rain is expected in 
Hastings over the two-
day span, with about a 
quarter inch of  that to 
come on the front end 
of  the system, from 
Thursday night into 
this morning.

“August has been a 
wet month for nearly 
the entire area,” said 
Aaron Mangels, meteo-
rologist at the NWS in 
Hastings. “We’ve had 
three to 15 inches of  
rain generally in north 
central Nebraska and 
Kansas. Normal for 
this time is two to four 
inches.”

The expected time-
frame of  the storm 

stretched from 5 p.m. 
Thursday into the 
early morning hours 
Friday, Mangels said. 

Hail up to the size 
of  golf  balls and 70 
mph wind gusts were 
among the possibili-
ties for the areas to be 
hit hardest near I-80 
and southward, mov-
ing west toward North 
Platte.

Previous rainfall 
forecast amounts fell 
by about half  an inch 
across much of  central 
Nebraska on Thurs-
day, though areas in 
the south still were 
considered subject to 
heavier rainfall totals. 

Mike Moritz, warning 
coordination meteo-
rologist at the NWS in 
Hastings, said the rain 
count may vary signifi-
cantly from one side of  
Hastings to the other.

“You can’t focus in 
on the single amount,” 
he said. “Realize that 
precipitation forecasts 
are an aerial look at 
that rainfall. So with a 
quarter inch forecast 
in Hastings tonight, 
you could get up to 1 
1/2 inches in some ar-
eas of  town.”

Thunderstorms could 
bring flash flooding

Staff at assisted living facilities 
try to make residents feel at home

transition of moving to  
a new place can be hard 

for senior citizens

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

College View resident Jeanie Beiriger gives a tour of her room Aug. 22 to Amy Birkel, chief 
operating officer for Heritage Communities. Birkel visited the Heritage at College View as 
one stop on a multi-state tour to each of the company’s 13 facilities to experience the first 
day that residents find moving to an assisted living facility.
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GENEVA — The city 

of  Geneva wants to 
bring back 24 girls who 
were transferred from 
Youth Rehabilitation 
and Treatment Cen-
ter-Geneva campus to 
the all-boys Kearney 
campus Aug. 19.

The Geneva campus 
was closed following an 
investigation concern-
ing facility damages, 
under-staffing and lack 
of  programming.

“My goal as a mayor 
here is to see that this 
facility stay open in Ge-
neva,” said Mayor Eric 
Kamler. “This won’t be 
an overnight fix.”

The YRTC-Geneva 
campus is one of  the 
largest employers in 
town and has been oper-
ating in the town since 
1891. 

Originally, it was 
known as the Girls In-
dustrial School. 

YRTC serves as a cor-
rectional facility for 
14- to 18-year-old girls 
when less restrictive 
methods have been un-
successful.

Following the trans-
fer, the town’s concern 
has mostly been about 
job loss. Kamler said 
payroll alone is about 
$2 million and there 
have been no job losses 
caused by the move.

YRTC-Geneva em-
ploys about 75 people. 
Staff from Geneva are 
being bused daily from 
Geneva to Kearney and 
back — over a 3-hour 
round trip. 

Kamler said the em-
ployees are being paid 
their hourly wage 
during travel times.

While the girls were in 
YRTC, they also worked 
in Geneva. 

Geneva wants 
YRTC girls back
town plans job fair 

in september
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