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TODAY Sunny. North-northwest 
wind around 5 mph.

TONIGHT A 50% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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WASHINGTON — 
The U.S. economy is 
caught in an awkward, 
painful place. A confus-
ing one, too.

Growth appears to be 
sputtering, home sales 
are tumbling and econ-
omists warn of  a poten-
tial recession ahead. 
But consumers are still 
spending, businesses 
keep posting profits 
and the economy keeps 
adding hundreds of  

thousands of  jobs each 
month.

In the midst of  it all, 
prices have accelerated 
to four-decade highs, 
and the Federal Reserve 
is desperately trying to 
douse the inflationary 
flames with higher in-
terest rates. That’s mak-
ing borrowing more ex-
pensive for households 
and businesses.

The Fed hopes to pull 
off the triple axel of  cen-
tral banking: Slow the 
economy just enough 

to curb inflation with-
out causing a recession. 
Many economists doubt 
the Fed can manage 
that feat, a so-called soft 
landing.

Surging inflation is 
most often a side effect 
of  a red-hot economy, 
not the current tepid 
pace of  growth. Today’s 
economic moment con-
jures dark memories of  
the 1970s, when scorch-
ing inflation co-existed, 
in a kind of  toxic brew, 
with slow growth. It 

hatched an ugly new 
term: stagflation.

The United States 
isn’t there yet. Though 
growth appears to be 
faltering, the job market 
still looks quite strong. 
And consumers, whose 
spending accounts for 
nearly 70% of  economic 
output, are still spend-
ing, though at a slower 
pace.

So the Fed and eco-
nomic forecasters are 
stuck in uncharted ter-
ritory. They have no ex-

perience analyzing the 
economic damage from 
a global pandemic. The 
results so far have been 
humbling. They failed 
to anticipate the econ-
omy’s blazing recovery 
from the 2020 recession 
— or the raging infla-
tion it unleashed.

Even after inflation 
accelerated in spring of  
last year, Fed Chair Je-
rome Powell and many 
other forecasters down-
played the price surge 
as merely a “transitory” 

consequence of  supply 
bottlenecks that would 
fade soon.

It didn’t.
Now the central bank 

is playing catch-up. It’s 
raised its benchmark 
short-term interest 
rate three times since 
March. Last month, the 
Fed increased its rate 
by three-quarters of  a 
percentage point, its 
biggest hike since 1994. 
The Fed’s policymaking 

Economy sending mixed signals: Here’s what it all means
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While the St. Cecilia 
school campus will in-
clude a construction 
zone this coming aca-
demic year, students 
and staff will keep push-
ing forward in pursuit 
of  their ideals and aspi-
rations.

The Rev. Cyrus 
Rowan, principal of  
St. Cecilia High School 
and Middle School, said 
that while the construc-
tion and renovation 
project will pose some 
challenges to everyone 
involved, the Hastings 
Catholic Schools com-
munity is being asked 
to keep up its commit-
ment to, as the school’s 
mission statement ar-
ticulates, “encounter 
Christ, grow in knowl-
edge, and become Chris-

tian witnesses.”
“I think the message 

is we’re still here to live 
out the mission state-
ment, we’re still here to 
have our high academ-
ics, we’re still here to 
build relationships with 
students in the midst 
of  the changes and ad-
justments we’ve had to 
make,” said Rowan, who 
also is assistant chief  
administrative officer of  
HCS.

Hastings Catholic 
Schools is a central 

Catholic schools to keep moving 
forward amid construction project

Rowan Mangers
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H
undreds shared 
an evening of  fun, 
games and food in 
support of  com-
munity members 

recovering from alcohol or 
drug addiction during the 
12th annual Recovery in the 
Park event Tuesday night at 
Chautauqua Park.

Young and old alike gath-
ered in the park for fellow-
ship and a variety of  activi-
ties. Local volunteers offered 
face painting, and an inflat-
able bounce house was set 
up along with a smaller play 
area and games.

The Rural Ranchers 4-H 
Club set up a petting zoo with 
goats, sheep and rabbits.

Dave Berens, leader of  the 
Rural Ranchers, said the 
group has participated in the 
event for years as a commu-
nity service project.

“We need to do this one to 
show the community we are 
part of  this community,” he 
said.

One member, Zach Martin, 
has been involved with the 
club for six years and enjoys 
partaking in mobile petting 
zoos. This was the first time 
at Recovery in the Park, but 
Martin has helped tend ani-
mals at other outings.

“I just like being out in pub-
lic with animals,” Martin 
said.

Patrons also could stop by 
the dunk tank where mem-
bers of  local media waited 
for well-aimed balls to topple 
them into the water.

Several local businesses, 

churches, civic groups and 
nonprofit organizations vol-
unteered to help with the cel-
ebration.

Meals consisted of  hot dogs 
or hamburgers, chips and 
a dessert. There were ice 
cream offerings from the Spe-
cial Scoops Ice Cream parlor, 
as well.

The event is organized by 
Revive Ministries, a faith-
based nonprofit group that 
operates Horizon Recovery 
and Counseling Center and 
The Unity Houses in Hast-
ings. It serves as a primary 
fundraiser for the crisis 
counseling and shelter pro-
gram.

Dan Rutt, executive director 
of  Revive Ministries, said the 
main focus of  the event is to 
educate the public about the 
realities of  addiction. He felt 
blessed by the temperature 
and calm breeze for the eve-
ning.

“The weather is a gift from 

God,” he said. “Jesus has 
taken care of  us. Everything 
fell together this year.”

Rutt said addiction hits ev-
ery economic and social area. 
People who need treatment 
aren’t necessarily bad peo-
ple, they just need assistance 
curbing a habit beyond their 
control.

“We want to let people know 
we’re about recovery,” he 
said. “We want to be there for 
people when they need us.”

Russ Pochop of  Hastings 
has been attending the Recov-
ery in the Park events since 
they started. At one point, he 
thought he might not reach 
age 26; now he’s 41 years so-
ber.

He said the event has great 
food and provides a chance to 
catch up with old friends in a 
healthy and family-friendly 
environment.

“We’ve got to get the mes-
sage out,” he said. “Sobriety 
is where it’s at.”

‘Sobriety is where it’s at’
RECOVERY IN THE PARK 

CELEBRATES FIGHT AGAINST 
ALCOHOL, DRUG ADDICTION

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Adrianna Pyle of Hastings feeds Rural Ranchers goats during Recovery in the Park Tues-
day night at Chautauqua Park.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Nine-year-old Jaydn Cruz of Hastings has his face painted 
by Kaye Becker during Recovery in the Park Tuesday night 
at Chautauqua Park.
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History seems to be 
repeating itself, more 
or less, when it comes 
to the ebb and flow of  
novel coronavirus dis-
ease cases in the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict.

That was Tuesday’s 
assessment from Mi-
chele Bever, district 
health department exec-
utive director, as condi-
tions related to the dis-
ease continue to worsen 
locally, just as they be-
gan to do in the mid- to 
late summer of  2020 and 
2021.

“Based on our 
COVID-19 trends lo-
cally and across Ne-
braska, and watching 
what is happening in 
other countries, it looks 
like we will be repeat-
ing what has been hap-
pening over the last two 
years: We are expecting 
another large surge in 
cases coming within 
the next few months,” 
Bever said in her 
weekly news release up-
dating local conditions 
related to the pandemic.

The South Heartland 
district encompasses 

Adams, Webster, Clay 
and Nuckolls counties.

Bever elaborated by 
saying new infection 
rates and other statis-
tics “are mimicking 
trends of  the previous 
two years, although the 
timing has shifted.”

“After the initial wave 
of  cases in spring of  
2020, South Heartland’s 
lowest case counts were 
in June 2020 and June 
2021, followed by steady 
increases and leading 
to surges with peaks in 
November 2020 and in 
September/November 
of  2021, respectively,” 
Bever wrote. “Cases 
were still relatively 
high when the omicron 
variant arrived, caus-
ing another surge that 
peaked in late January 
2022. April saw the low-
est daily case counts 
of  2022 to date, similar 
to the June counts of  
the previous two years. 
Since April, cases have 
steadily increased again 
as the variants BA.4 and 
BA.5 have spread.”

Bever stated that BA.5 
is the predominant vari-
ant in Nebraska at the 
present time.

As the current surge 
continues, known test-
ing for COVID-19 was 
up 20% last week over 
the previous week.

Weekly community 
positivity was 45% for 
the week ending July 23 

Bever: Another 
large COVID-19 
surge is on horizon

CASE GROWTH  
IN SUMMER 2022 

REMINISCENT  
OF 2020, 2021 

BUT WITH AN EARLIER 
START
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