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TODAY Mostly cloudy. 
North-northwest wind 5-15 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. North 
wind around 5 mph.
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LINCOLN — A bill 
that would lower Ne-
braska’s property taxes 
by shifting more state 
aid to schools won sup-
port Wednesday from the 
state’s top agricultural 
and business groups but 
faced strong opposition 
from schools that don’t 
want restrictions on 
their taxing power and 
don’t trust the state to 
maintain its funding.

The face-off before the 
Legislature’s Revenue 
Committee was a trou-
bling sign for the bill’s 
prospects, although the 

committee chairwoman 
said the proposal was 
likely to change. Oppo-
sition from the state’s 
mid-sized and largest 
schools is a major hur-
dle that supporters 
would likely have to 
overcome in the one-
house Legislature.

“It’s a work in prog-
ress,” said Sen. Lou 
Ann Linehan, of  
Omaha, the committee 
chairwoman.

Committee members 
pitched the bill as a way 
to lower property taxes 
for farmers, ranchers, 
home owners and busi-
ness owners without 

raising other taxes. A 
bill last year that would 
have increased sales 
taxes to lower property 
taxes died following ob-
jections from Gov. Pete 
Ricketts.

The bill would reduce 
the percentage of  agri-
cultural, residential and 
commercial property 
that school districts can 
tax while triggering a 
boost in state aid. The 
state would pay an addi-
tional $106.3 million in 
the first year after the 
bill becomes law, and 
the amount would in-
crease over time.

Although some 

schools would see a 
funding boost, officials 
from fast-growing Lin-
coln and Omaha-area 
schools said they would 
effectively lose state as-
sistance at a time when 
they’re accepting more 
special education and 
high-needs students.

The bill would get rid 
of  a part of  Nebraska’s 
school-funding formula 
that allows big schools 
with lower per-student 
costs to collect more 
money. It would also 
restrict the amount 
of  money that school 

Farm, business groups spar over property tax bill
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Nebraska Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, chair 
of the Revenue Committee, introduces LB 974, a 
plan to lower Nebraska property taxes, in Lincoln 
Wednesday.
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M
INDEN — 
Having met 
several years 
ago through 
the connection 

of  showing photography 
at the same art gallery in 
downtown Hastings, David 
Lovekin and Rick Houchin 
have collaborated on a few 
projects over the last few 
years.

The friends, who share a 
studio in downtown Blue Hill, 
once again are sharing gal-
lery space. This time it is in 
the Minden Opera House — 
with their paintings.

“We knew each other’s art,” 
Lovekin said of  their friend-
ship. “We’ve had photogra-
phy shows in galleries like 
Graham Gallery (in down-
town Hastings). So we’d seen 
each other’s work, knew each 
other increasingly and began 
to get along together beauti-
fully. It was a pretty natural 
evolution.”

Lovekin, who lives in Hast-
ings and is professor emer-
itus in the Hastings College 
Department of  Religion and 
Philosophy, began painting 
about seven years ago.

The exhibition, on display 

through the end of  February, 
marks the first public show 
for Houchin’s paintings. He 
started painting about three 
years ago.

“It’s just evolved into some-
thing I probably spend 16-20 
hours a week doing,” he said.

Houchin, who lives in Blue 
Hill, is editor of  the Blue Hill 
Leader. He taught photogra-
phy portfolio classes for five 
years in Hastings College’s 
art department.

Earlier, he spent 20 years 
as chief  photographer at the 
Hastings Tribune.

Fine art photography car-
ried him into the different 
medium.

Houchin likes the creativity 
and tactile feeling of  working 
with brush and paint.

“Rather than a cold, me-
chanical object — a camera 
— in your hands, it’s more 
organic; it just really lets me 
get into the feel of  things,” he 
said.

Houchin still is doing fine 
art photography and cur-
rently is working on a proj-
ect about dead flowers. But 
painting has overshadowed 
photography for him for the 
time being.

“David had already been 
into painting and was very 

‘A natural evolution’
Men who becaMe friends 

through photography 
collaborate on painting 

exhibition in Minden
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Paintings by Blue Hill artist Rick Houchin hang in the Min-
den Opera House gallery.
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Artists Rick Houchin (left) and David Lovekin pose for a photo during a reception Jan. 18 
for their exhibition at the Minden Opera House.
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Last year saw a lot of  

development in Indus-
trial Park North and 

North 
Park Com-
mons. The 
Hastings 
Economic 
Develop-
ment Corp. 
hopes to 
have a 
hand in 

the future of  the Impe-
rial Mall property, as 
well.

That is what HEDC 
Executive Director Mi-
chael Krings said at the 
HEDC annual meeting 
Thursday.

“We have been in con-
tact with that company 
and we are offering our 
services to be able to 
provide anything they 
might need to be able to 
help develop the mall,” 

Krings said. “We’ll be 
in conversations with 
them.”

The Imperial Mall was 
sold to a Scottsbluff real 
estate group Nov. 15, 
2019, following an on-
line auction that ended 
in late October.

Cheema Investments 
LLC holds the deed to 
the 33.5-acre, multi-par-
cel property after pur-
chasing it for $340,000, 
according to the Adams 
County Assessor’s web-
site.

Cheema Investments 
is working with Perry 
Reid Properties, a prop-
erty management and 
development company 
based in Lincoln.

Krings was part of  a 
meeting with the devel-
opers on Thursday.

“We’re interested in 
making sure something 
positive happens out 
there and so we’re going 
to try to be part of  the 
conversation,” he said. 
“We’re going to work 

HEDC hopes 
to help mall’s 
development

developMent 
continues in north 

hastings

Krings
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WASHINGTON — 
Democratic House 
prosecutors made an 
expansive case Thurs-
day at Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial that 
he abused power like no 
other president in his-
tory, swept up by a “com-
pletely bogus” Ukraine 
theory pushed by attor-
ney Rudy Giuliani.

On Friday, the Dem-
ocrats will press their 
final day of  arguments 
before skeptical Repub-
lican senators, focusing 
on the second article of  
impeachment, obstruc-
tion of  Congress’ inves-

tigation.
As the audience 

of  Senate jurors sat 
through another long 
day, and night, the pros-
ecutors outlined how 
they said Trump abused 
power for his own per-
sonal political benefit 
ahead of  the 2020 elec-
tion, even as the na-
tion’s top FBI and na-
tional security officials 
were publicly warning 
off the theory that it 
was Ukraine, not Rus-
sia, that interfered in 
the 2016 election.

“That’s what Donald 
Trump wanted investi-
gated or announced — 
this completely bogus 

‘Bogus’ Ukraine theory led 
to Trump’s abuse, Dems 
say at impeachment trial
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