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Lexi Benson, an eighth-
grader at Hastings Middle 
School, was trying to figure 
out how to make tense, syn-
thetic music play while peo-
ple played with her steady 
hand tester. She had already 
programmed a beep to play 
when the hand tool — a 
pen with copper wire stick-
ing through and forming a 
loop — touched the copper 
wire suspended between two 
pieces of  wood. A celebration 
sound played when someone 
made it to the end.

After 45 minutes of  tape and 
more copper wire, she set up 
her game by having a start 
button on a computer to play 
the music.

Lexi made her project 
during the Hastings Middle 
School coding club, a twice-
a-week summer program 
put together by Terry Julian, 
Hastings Public Schools tech-
nology facilitator. The club 
teaches kids how to code and 
experiment with different 
methods to achieve the result 
they want.

Thursday was the last day 
for the coding club this sum-
mer. The group made proj-
ects to present at the Hast-
ings Middle School’s open 
house on Aug. 12.

During the club, kids use 
a small computer called a 
“makey makey.” The makey 
makey kit comes with wires 
and a USB connector that 
attaches to a computer. The 

kids then use Scratch, an 
online toolkit of  preset com-
mands, to code their project. 
Through Scratch, kids can 
make a specific action hap-
pen, like two pieces of  wire 
touch.

The HMS Coding Club orig-
inally was started as “Girls 
Who Code,” but Julian said 
a few boys were interested 
and she didn’t want to stop 
anyone learning how to 
code. About four people went 
through the summer coding 
program.

Lexi has been coding since 
fifth grade with her elemen-
tary group. She said she 
wants to be a robotics techni-
cian when she grows up.
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K
ENESAW — 
Madeline Adams 
celebrated her 
fourth birthday 
in a unique way 

— with bags of  black, plastic 
rats.

“It’s something different,” 
said Stacy Adams, Madeline’s 
mom.

Madeline and her birthday 
group were trying Friday to 
fling the rats into one of  the 
buckets sitting on the pitch-
er’s mound of  the Kenesaw 

Public School’s baseball dia-
mond. Madeline’s dad, Zach, 
and another person from the 
group helped hold the elastic 
band that was used to launch 
the rats from the edge of  the 
diamond’s dirt.

Madeline’s birthday, like 
last year, fell on Wasenek 
Weekend, the annual commu-
nity celebration for Kenesaw. 
Zach was competing in the 
Ribfest barbecue challenge 
Saturday evening.

At $1 a rat, local kids and 
parents tried to win one of  
the dozens of  prizes that local 

businesses donated by either 
getting the rat into the bucket 
or as close as they could. The 
grand prize was $100, do-
nated by the Adams County 
Bank. About 45 prizes were 
donated.

“I’ve got to make this 
count,” said Kyler Carraher, 
13, as he got closer to the last 
rat in his stash.

While kids waited their turn 
to send the rats flying, their 
laughter was punctuated by 
an occasional squeak from 

Freddy’s coming to town
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The Hastings Eco-
nomic Development 
Corp. announced in a 
Facebook post Thurs-
day afternoon Freddy’s 
Frozen Custard and 
Steakburgers is coming 
to Hastings.

“Overall, people are 
excited to have some 
options — it’s some-
thing we heard,” HEDC 
Executive Director Mi-

chael Krings said of  the 
public response to the 
announcement. “We’re 
glad they’re coming 
here and giving us a 
shot.”

TR Hospitality Group 
out of  Wichita, Kansas, 
which owns other Fred-
dy’s in the area, is de-
veloping the Freddy’s in 
Hastings.

The restaurant will 
be part of  North Park 
Commons, at Osborne 

Drive East and 31st 
Street, near the Hamp-
ton Inn that is currently 
under construction.

The restaurant also 
will be in close proxim-
ity to My Place Hotel as 
well as the 84-unit Pio-
neer Trail Flats apart-
ment complex, Osborne 
View Estates town-
houses and single-fam-
ily homes planned for Courtesy HEDC 

A Freddy’s Frozen Custard and Steakburgers restaurant will be opening up 
in North Park Commons.

Rats fly in Kenesaw
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Stacy Adams helps her daughter, Madeline, 4, aim while they participate in Kenesaw’s rat-
a-pult during Wasenek Days Friday.
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The Hastings Parks 
and Recreation De-
partment is once again 
seeking participants for 
the Hastings Commu-
nity Olympics, Aug. 23 
and 24.

While the Community 
Olympics are still three 
weeks away, the dead-
line to register teams is 
Aug. 14 to allow for the 
printing of  shirts.

Landon Arnold, recre-
ation program coordi-
nator for the Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
said team representa-
tives can register in the 
Parks and Recreation 
Department office in the 
Hastings Community 
Center, 2015 W. Third 
St.

“We, of  course, would 
like that before Aug. 
14, but we will take reg-
istrations up to that 
date,” he said.

Knowing how many 
participants there is 
helps organizers plan 
larger events like the 
scavenger hunt.

Shirts will be handed 
out and the final sched-
ule will be announced 
during the captains’ 
meeting Aug. 21.

Teams must have six 
people. It is recom-
mended to have 10, how-
ever, due to some activ-
ities happening at the 
same time.

There are some 
changes from last year 
to the games included. 

Arnold talked to both 
teams last year — the 
Hastings Tribune and 
Pacha Soap — to gauge 
interest in the activities.

“We don’t want to do 
the same old thing ev-
ery year because we 
won’t get anybody to 
come do it,” he said. 
“We want to make 
changes. We want to 
make it more fun.”

For instance, the spot 
shot basketball game 
will be replaced by 
knock out, which is 
more interactive and al-
lows multiple teams to 
go at once.

“We just want to make 
sure everyone’s having 
a good time at the same 
time and no one’s just 
sitting there watching 
for too long,” Arnold 
said.

Ping-Pong will be re-
placed by pickleball.

“We’ve had great turn-
out with our pickleball 
program and realize it’s 
a pretty fun event,” Ar-
nold said.

Pickleball is similar, 
but more active than 
Ping-Pong.

“We just want to get 
people moving and 
maybe even introduce a 
new game to them,” he 
said.

Pickleball has become 
more and more pop-
ular in Hastings. The 
Parks and Recreation 
Department regularly 
hosts pick up pickleball 

Registrations now being 
accepted for 2nd annual
Community Olympics
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Coding teaches problem solving
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Lexi Benson, an eighth-grader in coding club, codes her 
steady hand tester to beep whenever the handheld tool 
touches the copper wire maze Thursday during the club’s 
meeting at Hastings Middle School.SEE CODING/page A3
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