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Hawkettes advance to C1-9 subdistrict final. - B1

Wednesday, February 17, 2021

weather
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TODAY Mostly cloudy. Wind chill 
values between -10 and -20.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. Wind 
chill values between -5 and -15.

Details, page A5 Art by Ethan Terrell
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S
eeing the 18-by-24-
inch heavy Kraft 
board puzzle pieces 
decorated by mem-
bers of  the commu-

nity hung up inside Hastings 
Museum is like reading a 
story.

That is how Becky Tideman, 
Hastings Museum marketing 
director, described the com-
munity art project “We’re In 
This Together.”

“It’s like a story,” she said. 
“It’s beautiful together. Also, 
you can go from piece to 
piece and interpret each one. 
It is colorful and lively and 
a much needed infusion of  
community into our build-
ing.

“When I walked in and saw 
it, I got very much the same 
feeling I get at Christmas 

Putting 
the 

pieces 
together
HASTINGS RESIDENTS PART 
OF THE STORY IN MUSEUM’S  
‘WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER’ 

COMMUNITY ART PROJECT

AMY ROH/Tribune

Curtis Gosser hangs a puzzle piece for the community art display Tuesday at the Hastings 
Museum.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Curtis Gosser prepares a puzzle piece for display Tuesday 
at the Hastings Museum.
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Adams County is look-
ing for a new District 7 
representative after the 

County 
Board of  
Commis-
sioners 
voted 7-0 
on Tues-
day to ac-
cept the 
resigna-
tion of  

board member Eldon 
Orthmann.

The resignation is ef-
fective March 1.

District 7 is shaped 
like a backward L and 
stretches north and 
west through Hastings.

Orthmann, 76, first 
was elected to the board 
in 2006. Most recently 
he defeated challenger 
Willis Hunt in the 2018 
Republican primary 
election.

Orthmann was elected 
board chairman by his 
fellow members in 2016 
and served in that role 
until 2020 when he de-

clined to be re-elected 
and was succeeded by 
current chairman Lee 
Hogan.

Orthmann is a rental 
property owner and 
retired photographer. 
His wife, Tammy, owns 
Bath Bliss Gifts in 
downtown Hastings.

“I’d just had enough,” 
he said in an interview 
after the meeting. “It’s 
not been a hassle or 
I’m not upset with any-
body. I’ve been at it long 
enough. I enjoy it — it’s 
just time. So I decided to 
get out of  it.”

Adams County will ad-
vertise the vacancy in 
the Hastings Tribune. 
The county has 45 days 
from March 1 to appoint 
Orthmann’s successor.

The county clerk, 
county treasurer and 
county attorney will 
pick someone among 
applicants to fill the va-
cancy.

For more information, 
call County Clerk Ra-
mona Thomas at 402-
461-7107.

Orthmann steps 
down from Board
of Commissioners

Orthmann

Staff and wire

A second day of  arctic 
temperatures prompted 
rolling power outages in 
Nebraska on Tuesday 
morning and a call to 
cut energy use in Iowa.

Residents in Nebraska 
experienced some of  
the coldest weather on 
record early Tuesday, 
putting a strain on the 
power grid that saw the 
state’s power utilities 
implementing rolling 
outages.

In Omaha, the tem-
perature bottomed out 
at 23 below zero over-
night — the coldest in 
25 years. In Lincoln, a 
record low of  31 below 
smashed the previous 

record of  18 below set 
in 1978.

At the Hastings Mu-
nicipal Airport, the 
overnight low was 30 
below, the National 
Weather Service re-
ported.

Nebraska’s largest 
utilities — the Omaha 
and Nebraska public 
power districts — said 
the planned power 
outages ended by mid-
morning after about 
three hours of  rotating 
outages. But because 
more outages were pos-
sible later in the day 
and Wednesday as cold 
temperatures continue 
to strain the power grid, 
the utilities still were 

urging customers to 
conserve electricity.

“We sit again in a ten-
uous situation while 
this weather event is 
still upon us,” said Tom 
Kent, the president and 
CEO of  NPPD.

The same was true in 
Hastings, where roll-
ing blackouts were an-
nounced in a city news 
release at 7:42 a.m. and 
a halt was announced at 
11:49 a.m.

Early Tuesday morn-
ing, Hastings Utilities 
was asked to dramati-
cally reduce its energy 
consumption by the 
Southwest Power Pool. 

Officials: Cooperation made rolling blackouts manageable Tuesday

CHRIS MACHIAN/Omaha World-Herald via AP

Ice coats trees along the Missouri River in Council Bluffs, Iowa, on  Tuesday.
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Hearing complaints 
from members of  and 
residents around the 
Assumption Catholic 
Church north of  Rose-
land, members of  the 
Adams County Board 
of  Commissioners voted 
7-0 on Tuesday to add 
the portion of  Assump-
tion Road in the vicin-
ity of  the church to the 
county’s six-year road 
improvement plan.

That amendment was 
the only change during 
Tuesday’s meeting to 
the county one- and six-
year road and bridge 

improvement plan, 
which was unanimously 
approved.

Several people inter-
ested in repairing the 
road attended the meet-
ing. Two of  those people 
spoke during the public 
hearing.

“We just feel it has 
high-enough use and 
traffic that it would 
warrant to be repaired,” 
Kathy Parr said.

The church has three 
services a week, plus 
classes and meetings.

She said 14 families 
live nearby.

“It’s a busy, little one-
mile road,” she said. “I 
know it’s expensive, but 
I guess we just feel that 
the traffic is enough 
that it would warrant 
being repaired.”

Highway Superinten-
dent Dawn Miller said 

Assumption Road added 
to six-year road plan
COUNTY BOARD ALSO 

HEARD REQUEST TO 
REPAIR BRIDGE ON 

OREGON TRAIL ROAD 
BETWEEN AYR AND 

MARIAN ROADS

SEE ROAD/page A3


