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Senate votes to advance Barrett
LISA MASCARO

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Senate Republicans voted overwhelmingly Sunday to
advance Supreme Court
nominee Amy Coney Barrett
toward final confirmation despite Democratic objections,
just over a week before the
presidential election.
Barrett’s confirmation on
Monday was hardly in doubt,
with majority Republicans
mostly united in support
behind President Donald
Trump’s pick. But Democrats
were poised to keep the Senate in session into the night
in attempts to stall, arguing

nell, vowing to install Barrett
to the court by Monday.
The 51-48 vote launched 30
hours of Senate debate. Two
Republicans, Lisa Murkowski
of Alaska and Susan Collins
of Maine, voted against advancing the nominee, and all
Democrats who voted were
opposed. California Sen. Kamala Harris, the vice presidential nominee, missed the
vote while campaigning in
Michigan.
Vice President Mike Pence
would typically preside over
the coming votes, but after a
close aide tested positive for

that the Nov. 3 election winner should choose the nominee to fill the vacancy left by
the late Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg.
Republicans are excited by
the chance to install a third
Trump justice on the court,
locking in a conservative majority for years to come. Barrett’s ascent opens up a potential new era of rulings on
abortion, gay marriage and
the Affordable Care Act. A
case against the Obama-era
health law scheduled to be
heard Nov. 10.
“The Senate is doing the
right thing,” said Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
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Judge Amy Coney Barrett, President Donald Trump’s nominee for the Supreme Court, arrives for closed meetings
with senators at the Capitol in Washington Wednesday.
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A crew works to construct a greenhouse at Hastings Middle School Wednesday.
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Former U.S. Sen.
David Karnes dies
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s a geodesic
dome was
erected over
the past
week on the
west side of the Hastings
Middle School, teachers
and students alike became excited about the
potential within.
“Every morning, pulling in (to the parking lot)
was amazing,” Jordan
Binfield, seventh-grade
science teacher, said
about watching the progress. “Then at our planning period, or bringing
out maybe one of our
classes and taking a look
at it has been awesome
to see how quickly the
progress happened.”
Binfield and fellow
seventh-grade science
teacher Jayson Stoddard spoke about the
project Friday afternoon
as a crew from Growing Spaces of Pagosa
Springs, Colorado, was
completing the build.
Stoddard announced
plans for the greenhouse
in February, at which
point $41,000 of the
needed $65,000 had been
raised.
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Science teacher Jayson Stoddard holds a piece of polycarbonate panel used
to construct the dome greenhouse at Hastings Middle School Friday.
He said credit for fundraising for the project
should be given to Jessica McAndrew, executive director of the
Hastings Public Schools
Foundation.
“Jessica McAndrew
was an absolutely huge
asset for this project,”
Stoddard said. “We
would not be able to do it
without her. She did her
magic at the foundation.
She worked really hard
on the grants.”
Farris Construction,

Consolidated Concrete,
Rutt’s Plumbing and Big
G Ace contributed labor
and materials and deserve thanks, as well.
“Those handful of entities were an invaluable
asset,” Stoddard said.
Binfield was astonished
by the speed of the project.
“It was like this slow
burn up until this point,
and then all of a sudden
it was just like that and
we’re standing here with
this finished product —
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Two Hastings residents are vying
for a Subdistrict 3 seat on the Little Blue Natural Resources District
board of directors in this year’s general election.
Russ Hall and Jessi Ensign Hoeft
are seeking a four-year term on the
board to replace Everett Kellogg, who
isn’t seeking re-election.
According to an introduction to the
candidates published by the LBNRD,
Hall is an 18-year resident of Hastings and has lived in Nebraska since
1991 after relocating from Colorado.
He is employed by the U.S. Postal Service in Grand Island.
Hall said his educational background includes studies of

TODAY A 30% chance of snow,
mainly before 9 a.m.
TONIGHT A chance of flurries before 11 p.m. Mostly cloudy.
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for the most part — today, and now the fun for
us begins,” he said.
The teachers said the 42foot dome is a blank slate.
“There’s a million and
one ways to go about
it,” Binfield said. “The
kids are getting excited
about it. We’ll probably
have one of our first, I
don’t know if we’ll call
it a horticulture club or
what we’ll coin it, but
we’ll get the group of
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OMAHA — David Karnes, an
Omaha civic leader who was briefly a
U.S. senator, has died at the age of 71.
Karnes died Sunday
of cancer in Boston,
where he was undergoing a clinical trial, The
Omaha World-Herald
reported.
In March 1987, thenGov. Kay Orr shocked
Nebraska Republicans
Karnes
by appointing Karnes to
fill the unexpired terms of Democrat
Ed Zorinsky, who had died of a heart
attack. Karnes was 38 at the time and
had never run for office.
He sought a full term in 1988 but lost
to Democrat Bob Kerrey and never
again sought political office.
He worked as an attorney in both
Omaha and Washington. He was the
principal federal legislative and executive branch lobbyist for the Kutak
Rock law firm for 28 years. He also
served on numerous civic organizations and founded Liz’s Legacy, a
charity for cancer research to honor
of his first wife, who died of cancer
in 2003.
Most recently, he helped Omaha negotiate for a portion of federal coronavirus funding that was appropriated to Douglas County.
Numerous Nebraska political figures, including Gov. Pete Ricketts
and U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse, issued statements Sunday praising Karnes for
his lifetime of service to Nebraska.
Karnes is survived by wife Kris and
six daughters. Funeral services are
pending.
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