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TODAY Blustery. Winds could 
gust as high as 40 mph.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. 
West-northwest wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Arlette Sanches
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The city of  Hastings 
declared a snow emer-
gency at midafternoon 
Wednesday as heavy 
snow continued to blan-
ket the area.

The snow emergency 
is in effect through 
6 a.m. Friday unless 
otherwise noted.

During the snow emer-
gency, parking will be 
prohibited along snow 
routes at anytime. This 
allows the street de-
partment to continue to 
move snow in the most 
effective manner.

Vehicles in violation 
of  the snow emergency 
are subject to ticket 

and/or tow.
Wednesday’s win-

ter storm led to can-
cellations of  virtually 

all school, church and 
other community ac-
tivities for Wednesday 
and into Thursday and 
closed many businesses 
early.

Just before 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Adams 
County Emergency 
Management an-
nounced that due to 
the unsafe conditions 
and zero visibility, the 
county highway depart-
ment was pulling its 
trucks off the roads.

“It is RECOM-
MENDED that if  you 
are home you STAY 
HOME and DO NOT 
TRAVEL unless it is 
ABSOLUTELY NEC-
ESSARY,” ACEM said, 
adding capitalization to 
convey the urgency of  
the situation.

“It is advised that if  

you are out — that you 
IMMEDIATELY go 
home and stay home — 
IF IT IS SAFE FOR YOU 
TO DO SO. It may be 
safer to STAY WHERE 
YOU ARE AT.”

“Conditions do not look 
like they are going to 
improve within the next 
two hours minimum.

“Roads are becoming 
IMPASSABLE in Hast-
ings and Adams County.

“Only call 911 for 
EMERGENCIES.

“If  you become 
stranded, STAY IN 
YOUR VEHICLE and 
call for help.”

Adams County snow-
plows were to return to 
operations as soon as it 
is safe to do so, Emer-
gency Management said. 
It called the situation at 
hand “very dangerous.”

Hastings declares snow emergency as white stuff piles up Wednesday
EVERYONE IMPLORED 

TO HEAD FOR HOME 
AMID UNSAFE 
CONDITIONS
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Road conditions were deteriorating rapidly Wednesday afternoon in the Hast-
ings area as heavy snowfall continued. In this image, motorists drive through 
snowy conditions near Second Street and Burlington Avenue at 3:45 p.m.
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N
ebraska Gov. 
Jim Pillen joined 
several state law-
makers Wednes-
day to unveil 

a tax proposal that would 
remove hundreds of  millions 
of  dollars from the state’s 
tax rolls, including measures 
that would slash income 
and corporate taxes, stop 
taxation of  Social Security 
income, and restrict taxes on 
agricultural land.

The bills would be the larg-
est tax cuts in the state’s his-
tory — $78 million in income 
tax cuts alone by the end of  
next year and more than $720 
million by 2027, Pillen said 
at a news conference sur-
rounded by fellow Republi-
cans.

The cuts were billed as nec-
essary to keep and attract 
people to the state who would 
otherwise be put off by Ne-
braska’s heavy tax burden, 
particularly its state income 
tax.

“We have to compete bet-
ter than we have been,” Pil-
len said at a news conference 
with a handful of  fellow Re-
publicans. “These tax cuts, 
they’re not going to get us in 
the Top 10. But we’ll rank No. 

15 in the states.”
Critics fear the proposed 

cuts could hurt state coffers 
and the public programs and 
infrastructure that rely on 
tax funding.

“We have serious concerns 
about the affordability of  the 
tax measures discussed by 
the governor, especially given 
his recent commitment to 
significantly increase public 
education funding,” said Re-
becca Firestone, executive di-
rector of  the Nebraska-based 
tax policy think tank Open-
Sky Policy Institute.

Tax rates alone don’t drive 
people’s decision on whether 
to live in Nebraska, she said.

“Other factors such as qual-
ity of  life, access to good jobs 
and the desire to be close to 
family rank much higher 
than taxes in the decisions of  
businesses and individuals,” 
Firestone said.

The measures would in-
clude bills to speed up im-
plementation of  a tax cut 
passed last year to phase in 
decreases of  top individual 
and corporate tax rates. The 
new measures would slash 
individual and corporate 
tax rates gradually to 3.99% 
by 2027, far lower than the 
reduction to 5.84% by 2027 
signed into law by former 
Gov. Pete Ricketts last year.

Sen. Joni Albrecht, of  Thur-
ston, unveiled a bill dubbed 
the Agricultural Value Fair-

ness Act, which would shift 
farm and ranch land from be-
ing assessed at market value 
and would instead assess it 
based on its income poten-
tial. That potential would be 
calculated using information 
from the federal Agriculture 
Department, the University 
of  Nebraska, land surveys, 
income reports and other 
sources, Albrecht said. In-
creases on agricultural land 
valuations would be capped 
at 3.5% annually.

“Nebraska is an outlier in 
how we value ag land,” Al-
brecht said. “In states such 
as Iowa, Kansas and South 
Dakota, they use the in-
come-based assessment value 
to their ag land.”

The measure would go into 
effect next year and poten-
tially reduce ag land valua-
tions across the state by $7.5 
billion, she said.

Pillen, the owner of  a hog 
farm operation near Colum-
bus, praised the move as a 
lifeline for family farms, not-
ing he recently received a let-
ter from a farmer whose 123-
acre farm had been assessed 
at $30,000 per acre — its 
market value during a year 
when real estate prices have 
soared.

“He can’t make enough in-
come to pay the property 
taxes,” Pillen said. “That’s 

Competing better
GOVERNOR, LAWMAKERS 

UNVEIL TAX-SLASHING PLAN

NATI HARNIK/AP

Nebraska state Sen. Dave Murman, R-Glenvil, in the Legislative Chamber in Lincoln March 1, 
2019. A bill by Murman would end funding community colleges through local property tax col-
lections and would instead see the state provide funding for community college operations.
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New Hastings City Ad-
ministrator Shawn Met-
calf  has a lot of  plans 

for public 
communi-
cation.

Met-
calf, who 
started 
with 
the city 
on Dec. 
21, 2022, 

shared those plans with 
Hastings City Council 
members on Tuesday 
during what was Met-
calf’s first work session. 
Among topics discussed 
during the meeting in-
cluded council, citizen, 
staff and citywide com-
munication.

Metcalf  shared copies 
with council members 
of  the monthly behind-
the-scenes report the 
city published when he 
was city administrator 

at Rawlins, Wyoming. 
He would like to put out 
something similar in 
Hastings.

Content within the 
monthly report would 
come from department 
heads and be put to-
gether by the city’s pub-
lic information man-
ager, a position the city 
is in the process of  hir-
ing.

The report would be 
published on the city 
website and city so-
cial media accounts. In 
Rawlins, the city also 
printed a few hundred 
and delivered them to 
local businesses and the 
senior center.

“I think it will pro-
vide the council with 
some good updates, 
so that you can talk to 
your constituents about 
what’s going on,” Met-
calf  told council mem-
bers.

He said he planned 
to work with local me-
dia after the monthly 
report was published 
to help share the 

City looking at best 
ways to enhance 
communication
NEW ADMINISTRATOR 

SEEKING MULTIPLE 
MEANS BY WHICH TO 
ENGAGE COMMUNITY

Metcalf

SETH BORENSTEIN

AP Science Writer

A sharp spike in 
Greenland tempera-
tures since 1995 showed 
the giant northern is-
land 2.7 degrees hotter 
than its 20th-century 
average, the warmest in 
more than 1,000 years, 
according to new ice 
core data.

Until now Greenland 
ice cores — a glimpse 
into long-running tem-
peratures before ther-
mometers — hadn’t 
shown much of  a clear 
signal of  global warm-
ing on the remotest 
north central part of  
the island, at least com-
pared to the rest of  the 
world. But the ice cores 
also hadn’t been up-
dated since 1995. Newly 
analyzed cores, drilled 
in 2011, show a dramatic 
rise in temperature in 
the previous 15 years, 

according to a study in 
Wednesday’s journal 
Nature.

“We keep on (seeing) 
rising temperatures be-
tween 1990s and 2011,” 
said study lead author 
Maria Hoerhold, a gla-
ciologist at the Alfred 
Wegener Institute in 
Germany. “We have 
now a clear signature of  
global warming.”

It takes years to ana-
lyze ice core data. Hoer-
hold has new cores from 
2019 but hasn’t finished 
studying them yet. She 
expects the tempera-
ture rise to continue as 
Greenland’s ice sheet 
and glaciers have been 
melting faster recently.

“This is an important 
finding and corrobo-
rates the suspicion that 
the ‘missing warming’ 
in the ice cores is due to 

New ice core data shows Greenland 
warmest in more than 1,000 years
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