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Poor living 
conditions force 

state to relocate 
teens to Kearney

Staff and wire
GENEVA — Nebraska 

officials are moving 24 
teenage girls out of  a 
state-run facility for 
female juvenile offend-
ers after learning that 
many were confined to 
buildings with fire haz-
ards, holes in the wall 
and mold and water 
damage.

The Department of  
Health and Human Ser-
vices announced the 
move Monday after 
some state lawmakers 
voiced concerns about 
the conditions and a 
lack of  staff and pro-

gramming at the Youth 
Rehabilitation and 
Treatment Center in 
Geneva.

The campus serves as 
a rehabilitation center 
for girls ages 14-18 who 
have broken the law and 
been rejected by other 
private treatment facil-
ities. All of  the 24 girls 
who live on campus 
were sent there by the 
courts as a last resort, 
and many have signif-
icant behavioral and 
mental health problems.

The problems came 
to a boil two weeks ago, 
when one girl damaged 
the sprinkler system in 
one of  the four residen-
tial cottages on campus, 
leaving the building un-
inhabitable. 

linda Zuerlein gets 
comfort from faith, 

family, friends

DIANNE GIRMUS
araun@hastingstribune.com

F
AIRMONT — The 
road Linda Carroll 
Zuerlein was on 
took a sudden exit in 
January to a path of  

mourning at the death of  her 
father, Neil Priefert of  rural 
Fairmont.

Through the grieving pro-
cess, Zuerlein wasn’t feeling 
her normal self, but attributed 
it to the stress of  losing a par-
ent. Unfortunately, her body 
kept shifting, and soon the 
small pathway she was on 
turned into an expressway in 
unfamiliar territory as she be-
gan a journey with cancer.

By March, she was more 
aware that something was 
wrong with her upper back, 
so she began a series of  treat-
ments that included chiroprac-
tic and massages. She found 
no sustained relief, however, 
so physical therapy treatments 
began in July.

One July day, feeling flu-like 
symptoms, she went to the Ur-
gent Care clinic in York where 
the blood test results landed 
her on the Bryan Medical Cen-
ter East Campus in Lincoln on 
July 18.

An MRI and other tests re-
vealed cancer, and four days 
later she received the official 
diagnosis — Stage 4 Metastatic 
Breast Cancer with tumors 
on her back spreading cancer 
into her spine.

After several days of  tests, 
she was transferred to the 
Bryan Medical Center West 
Campus on July 21 for a week 
of  radiation, and she felt a bit 
of  calm with what seemed to 
be her new routine. But on her 
second day at the new facility, 
her liver enzymes became el-
evated and it was back for an-
other MRI.

Zuerlein said that develop-
ment got her attention.

“It was at that time some se-
rious thoughts came about,” 
she said. “ ‘Will one of  my girls 
get to take me back home or 
am I going back to Fairmont 
in a body bag?’ That was when 
I began feeling spiritually in 
tune with God. I began think-
ing that this was something 
bigger than me — this was a 
God thing.”

Zuerlein was dismissed to 
her home on Aug. 2, but had 
one more week of  outpatient 
radiations to complete in 
Lincoln.

Zuerlein, 58, said it was won-
derful to get back to Fairmont 
and be surrounded by her fam-
ily, which includes her three 
daughters, Lindsey Carroll 
of  Lincoln, Danielle Cooper 
of  York and Leslie Carroll of  

ANDY RAUN
araun@hastingstribune.com

YORK – Farmers from 
across a wide swath 
of  south central and 
southeastern Nebraska 
crowded into a conven-
tion venue here Monday 
to raise concerns with 
proposed new nitrogen 
fertilizer regulations be-

ing eyed by their natural 
resources district.

Roughly 300 people 
turned out for a public 
hearing conducted by the 
Upper Big Blue NRD at 
York’s Holthus Conven-
tion Center. The crowd 
filled the venue’s ball-
room and spilled out into 
the hallway.

The purpose of  Mon-
day’s event was to provide 
information and gather 
public input on a proposal 
by the district to place 
new restrictions and re-
quirements on farmers’ 
use of  nitrogen fertilizer 
prior to spring planting.

Tuesday, August 20, 2019

weather
93
67

TODAY Sunny. Heat index value 
near 100.

TONIGHT 60% chance of     
showers and thunderstorms late.
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Village clerk finds strength 
for journey with cancer

DIANNE GIRMUS/Tribune

Linda Carroll Zuerlein of Fairmont is pictured in her home 
Aug. 16. On July 18, she was admitted to Bryan East Hos-
pital in Lincoln and was diagnosed with cancer and then 
received radiation treatments at Bryan West Hospital. She 
will soon begin receiving occupational and physical ther-
apy treatments as an out-patient in her home.

Girls moved 
from Geneva 
youth center 

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
One of  the biggest dis-

cussion points during 
Monday’s Hastings City 
Council work session 
was about something 
that doesn’t have much 
of  a presence in the 2019-
20 budget.

The 16th Street viaduct 
was closed at the end of  
May because of  safety 
concerns due to declin-
ing condition.

Rehabilitation is esti-
mated to cost $2.275 mil-
lion with a service life of  
30 years.

Full replacement is es-
timated to cost $5.7 mil-
lion with a service life of  
75 years.

Permanent closure, 
which would reroute 
traffic to one of  the near-
est open railroad cross-
ings, is estimated to cost 
$500,000.

“We need make a deci-
sion on what to do with 
the structure itself, I 
think sooner rather than 
later, so it doesn’t be-
come a problem,” Mayor 
Corey Stutte said. “Then 

if  there’s ever a desire 
from the community to 
rebuild or take that to a 
vote of  the people I think 
that’d be appropriate in 
the future.”

There is $428,000 rec-
ommended in the 2019-20 
budget for in the street 
budget professional ser-
vices. City engineer Dave 
Wacker estimated of  
that amount $300,000 to 
$350,000 could be spent 
on engineering and de-
sign work for either 
demolition or renovation 
of  the structure.

Those are the only 
funds budgeted for the 
16th Street viaduct.

City bonded debt is an-
ticipated to be $1.1 mil-
lion at the end of  the 
current fiscal year.

To fund the full re-
placement would take a 
public vote.

However, City Admin-
istrator Ptak said a por-
tion of  the renovation 
cost could be covered 
by the city’s $12 million 
cash reserve to avoid 
increasing the city’s in-
debtedness.

“On the other had you 
hate to look at your cash 
reserves and leave those 
down too far,” he said.

Wacker said it would 
take eight to 10 months 
to plan for renovation 
and three to six months 
to plan for demolition.

Ptak pointed out that 
with as much time as it 
would take to do design 
work for the structure, 
as well as the construc-
tion schedule, the actual 
construction, or demoli-
tion, would most likely 
take place in the next fis-
cal year.

Councilman Chuck 
Rosenberg said based on 
feedback he’s received, 
renovation seems to be 
the most popular option 
among Hastings resi-
dents.

“The majority of  peo-
ple I talked to were say-
ing ‘Why wouldn’t you 
fix it’ you could save 
$500,000 on tear down 
by fixing it,” he said. 
“Twenty to 30 years is 
a reasonable life expec-
tancy.”

Council President 

Paul Hamelink said he 
is reluctant to support 
paying to renovate a 
structure that has long 
outlived its life expec-
tancy.

Ptak gave council mem-
bers a thorough tour of  
the city’s 2019-20 budget 
during the work session.

Hastings Utilities Man-
ager Kevin Johnson also 
gave a full run down of  
the HU budget.

The fiscal years for 
both the city and Hast-
ings Utilities begin Oct. 
1.

The city budget in-
cludes $61,503,628 in to-
tal expenditures.

However, Ptak said 
there are a lot of  contin-
gencies built into that 
amount.

“We never spend ev-
erything we budget for,” 
he said. “The thought 
of  spending the entire 
$61,503,000 isn’t going 
to happen. As a result, 
we always budget con-
servatively on the rev-
enue and a little more 
aggressively on the ex-
penditures because we’d 

rather in a situation 
where you keep reason-
ableness in the budget.”

For instance, the city’s 
total budgeted expendi-
tures for 2018-19 was just 
more than $53 million, 
but the estimated year 
end expenditure amount 
is $41.667 million.

Within that $61.5 mil-
lion, $20.368 is from the 
general fund, which in-
cludes traditional mu-
nicipal services such as 
police, fire, parks and 
recreation, code enforce-
ment, finance and ad-
ministration and is cov-
ered by property taxes. 
The $41 million outside 
of  the general fund is 
for specific services with 
specific revenue.

The city has antici-
pated to receive $49.445 
million in revenue for 
2019-2010.

The $12 million differ-
ence between expendi-
tures and revenue is the 
amount of  cash the city 
has on hand.

The city received Mon-
day its certified 2019 val-
uation of  $1,454,956,540 

from the Adams County 
Assessor’s Office. That 
amount is similar 
enough to the estimate 
the Assessor’s Office pre-
viously provided to the 
city that the certified 
figure increased antici-
pated general fund reve-
nues by just $3,000 more 
than what the estimated 
valuation would’ve pro-
duced.

The Hastings Utilities 
2019-20 budget includes 
$87.8 million in expendi-
tures and $81.6 million in 
revenues.

HU staff is not propos-
ing rate increases for 
electric, water and sewer 
services. There is, how-
ever, a 5 percent natural 
gas rate increase pro-
posed.

That would be the first 
gas rate increase since 
2000 and is proposed 
because distribution, 
transmission, admin-
istrative and general 
expenses, plus capital 
replacement costs have 
exceeded gas revenue.
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Farmers turn out to 
question UBBNRD 
fertilizer proposal

many raise 
questions how 
ProPosal was 

develoPed, how 
much it would cost 

farm families and 
communities
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Funding for 16th Street viaduct discussed during budget work session

SEE BUDGET/page A3


