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A group of  downtown 
citizens are hoping to 
help drive progress to-
ward establishing rail-
road quiet crossings, 
funding for which was 
approved by voters 
three years ago.

Dave Rippe, a member 
of  the city’s quiet cross-
ing committee, called a 
meeting Wednesday af-
ternoon in Central Park 
to start a discussion 
about organizing a citi-
zens’ group to help the 
Hastings City Council 
move forward with the 
project. Around 15 peo-
ple attended.

He said there is some 
disagreement on the 
best way to start. There 
are multiple options 
to consider with each 
crossing and multiple 
crossings through town.

“This is a way to com-

municate our opinion to 
the City Council,” Rippe 
said.

“Quiet crossings” re-
fer to railroad crossings 
where locomotive horn 
blasts aren’t needed as 
a warning to vehicular 
traffic and pedestrians. 
Many Hastings resi-
dents have expressed 
support for quiet cross-
ings for the community, 
but offsetting safety 
measures would be re-
quired to make them 
possible.

Council President Paul 
Hamelink, who serves 
on the city’s quiet cross-
ing committee, said the 
cheapest and easiest 
way to quiet a crossing 
is to close it, but that 
may not be what people 
want. He said several 
changes to city staff 
over the last three years 
have created a situation 
in which no one is in 

charge of  the project.
“I think the biggest is-

sue is that nobody has 
taken this bull by the 
horns,” he said.

The quiet crossings 
are being paid for as 
part of  the city’s half-
cent sales tax, which 
was renewed in Septem-
ber 2017. Collection be-
gan in April 2018.

A quiet crossing diag-
nostic review is planned 
for 10 a.m. Nov. 7.

The diagnostic review 
of  all railroad cross-
ings in Hastings is the 
next step in the quiet 
crossing process and 
includes a decision on 
what needs to happen, 
followed by issuance of  
a notice of  intent to in-
stall quiet crossings.

The diagnostic re-
view includes the on-
site participation of  

Group hopes to spur quiet railroad crossings
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Dave Rippe (center), a member of the city’s quiet railroad crossing commit-
tee, speaks to Hastings residents about creating a group to voice opinions 
about the project Wednesday at Central Park.
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U
.S. restaurants 
are moving warily 
into fall, hoping 
their slow re-
covery persists 

despite the new challenge of  
chilly weather and a pandem-
ic that’s expected to claim 
even more lives.

New York opens indoor din-
ing on Wednesday, restricting 
capacity to 25%. San Fran-
cisco may do the same as 
early as this week. Chicago 
is raising its indoor capacity 
from 25% to 40% on Thurs-
day, but says restaurants still 
can’t seat more than 50 peo-
ple in one room.

It’s a dose of  reality for 
an industry that was able 
to stem at least some of  its 
losses by pivoting to outdoor 
dining this summer, setting 
up tables and chairs on side-
walks and parking lots and 

offering some semblance of  
normalcy.

But as temperatures start 
to slide across the country, 
restaurants will have to coax 
patrons to come back inside, 
and it’s anyone’s guess how 
many actually will. That 
could spell trouble for an in-
dustry that has already lost 
nearly 100,000 U.S. restau-
rants — or 1 in 6 — since 
the start of  the pandemic, 
according to the National 
Restaurant Association. The 
future remains uncertain for 
thousands more.

“We’re all a little apprehen-
sive, but that was the case 
when we started outdoor 
dining, too,” said Samantha 
DiStefano, owner of  Mama 
Fox, a restaurant and bar in 
Brooklyn.

Mama Fox can only seat 18 
people inside at 25% capac-
ity, so DiStefano will still rely 
heavily on her 14 outdoor ta-
bles. She thinks many New 
York restaurants won’t open 
indoor dining until the limit 
reaches 50% because they 
can’t cover their costs at 25%.

In the meantime, Mama 
Fox and others are trying to 
figure out how to extend the 
outdoor dining season using 
space heaters, tents, tempo-
rary igloos and even blan-
kets. Heat lamps are already 
in short supply.

Restaurants are also pro-
moting delivery and car-
ryout. Nearly 70% of  3,500 
restaurants surveyed in 
September by the National 
Restaurant Association said 
they added curbside takeout 
during the pandemic; 54% 
added delivery.

Philip Moseley, co-owner 
of  Blue Oak BBQ in New Or-
leans, said carryout demand 
has risen from 10% of  sales 
before the pandemic to 50% 
now.

Blue Oak BBQ’s dining 
room is open at half  capacity, 
or about 20 people. But a tent 
in the parking lot seats 80. 
That’s enough traffic that the 
restaurant was able to hire 
back all 50 employees.

“You do anything you have 

Dining in
COLD WEATHER MEANS  

NEW CHALLENGES FOR 

STRUGGLING RESTAURANTS

KATHY WILLENS/AP

Mama Fox bar and restaurant owner Samantha DiStefano (left) talks about indoor dining 
reopening plans with manager Akin Payne Tuesday in New York, as they prepare to serve 
patrons indoors for the first time since March.

GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

OMAHA — Nebraska 
will officially offer ex-
panded Medicaid cover-
age to low-income peo-
ple starting Thursday 
after years of  wrangling 
over it in the Legisla-
ture, a statewide ballot 
campaign that led vot-
ers to approve it and a 
nearly two-year rollout 
that left some people in 
health care limbo.

The state will provide 
coverage to 10,288 resi-
dents who have signed 
up so far, a number 
roughly in line with 
the state’s projections. 
State officials expect 
expanded enrollment 
to rise to about 90,000 
within a few years.

“This expansion is an 
excellent opportunity” 
for people who are now 
eligible, said Dannette 
Smith, executive direc-
tor of  the Nebraska De-
partment of  Health and 
Human Services.

Nebraska was among 
several conservative 

states where state law-
makers and governors 
declined to expand Med-
icaid, only to see the is-
sue go to voters. Repub-
lican Gov. Pete Ricketts 
and his GOP predeces-
sor, Dave Heineman, 
both argued that expan-
sion would be too costly 
for the state, and law-
makers rejected six at-
tempts in as many years 
to adopt it as an op-
tional part of  President 
Barack Obama’s 2010 
health care law.

The expansion became 
law in 2018 when vot-
ers approved citizen-led 
measures in Nebraska, 
Utah and Idaho. Utah 
and Idaho officials later 
attached work require-
ments to their pro-
grams.

In Nebraska, the Rick-
etts administration im-
plemented two tiers of  
coverage: a “basic” plan 
available to all newly 
qualified recipients and a 
“prime” plan available to 

Expanded Medicaid 
begins in Nebraska 
after years of dispute
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The South Heart-
land Health District’s 
COVID-19 risk dial 
reading moved upward 
within the “elevated” 
range for this week af-
ter 54 new cases of  the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease were recorded 
among district residents 
Sept. 20-26.

The risk dial commu-
nicates the likelihood 
of  additional spread of  
the novel coronavirus 
in Adams, Webster, Clay 
and Nuckolls counties. 
The disease caused by 

infection with the virus 
is commonly known as 
COVID-19.

The risk dial needle 
moved to 2.3 — up from 
2.1 last week. Both val-
ues are within the risk 
dial’s elevated zone, 
color-coded orange. 
The dial includes low 
(green), moderate (yel-
low), elevated (orange) 
and severe (red) zones.

While public health 
guidelines correspond-
ing to the yellow and 
orange zones are much 
the same, upward move-
ment on the dial always 
is unwelcome.

Besides the confir-
mation of  54 new pos-
itive cases last week 
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South Heartland risk dial 
needle moves up again
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