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TODAY Mostly sunny. 
North-northeast wind 10-15 mph.

$1.75 on newstands
Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT A 30% chance of 
showers, mainly after 1 a.m.

Details, page A5 Art by Kynleigh Johnson
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Her mother knew 

before she did; Ruth 
Raun was meant to be a 
teacher.

“She didn’t tell me un-
til years later,” Raun 
said, “but she said she 
saw my face light up 
like she had never seen 
it light up.”

Raun was recalling 
a visit to her cousin’s 
classroom as an eighth-
grader on the family’s 
way back from dropping 
an older sister off at col-
lege in Michigan when, 
naturally, she hadn’t 
yet realized her true 
potential, or her ability 
to positively affect lives 
— which, undoubtedly, 
she has.

“I wanted to be an as-
tronaut. I am fascinated 

by outer space,” she 
said. “Then it was med-
icine I was fascinated 
with. But I came to real-
ize I was destined to go 
down this path.”

Raun comes from a 
family of  educators. Her 
mother taught one-room 
school and in a paro-
chial system. Two of  her 
sisters teach, as well. 
And so have “several 
aunts, uncles, cousins.”

Growing up in poverty, 
Raun, along with many 
of  her siblings, saw ed-
ucation as her way out 
of  that. She pursued 
that passion in the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska 
system, eventually 
graduating from the 
University of  Nebraska 
at Kearney in December 
1996.

Living in Hastings 

as a newlywed during 
her senior year, Raun 
found exactly where she 
wanted to teach. Walk-
ing through the neigh-
borhood surrounding 
Longfellow Elementary 
one day with her hus-
band, Andy, she was in 
awe at the school’s ar-
chitecture. She loved the 
stone columns and the 
brick and windows and 
the historical presence.

“Something hit me. I 
was still in college, but I 
just got this overwhelm-
ing feeling that (Long-
fellow) was the school I 
was going to end up at,” 
Raun said. “And at that 
point I had never met 
any teachers, I didn’t 
know anything about 
the school, it just felt 

Teaching ‘all about relationships’ for Raun
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Ruth Raun, 2020 Hastings Public Schools Educator of the Year, poses 
in front of Mary Vaughan’s “The Joy of Life: Peace, Play, Harmony, and 
Beauty,” which hangs in Longfellow Elementary’s east stairwell.SEE RAUN/page A3
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Elective medical pro-

cedures and religious 
services, including wed-
dings and funerals, will 
be allowed under re-
vised directed health 
measures for the South 
Heartland District 
Health Department, offi-
cials said Friday during 
the city’s weekly video 
press conference.

Other restrictions 
previously in place for 
the four-county South 
Heartland district of  
Adams, Clay, Nuck-
olls and Webster coun-
ties are set to remain 
in place until May 31 
to continue fighting 
the spread of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19.

Michele Bever, South 
Heartland executive di-
rector, said the revised 
directed health mea-
sures will go into effect 
on Monday morning.

She said Gov. Pete 
Ricketts may change 
the directed health mea-
sures, depending on 
certain metrics such as 
the health care system 
capacity and the rates 
of  positive cases.

“Trending down could 
mean that the directed 
health measures are re-
laxed sooner than May 
31 for us,” she said. “On 
the other hand, some of  
those other health dis-
tricts that may have re-
laxed measures starting 
May 4, they’re going to 
be following the same 
criteria and if  their num-
bers do not trend down, 
they could have restric-
tions put in place again.”

The revised measures 
won’t be the same for 
every district, she said. 
For the South Central 
district, most of  the re-
strictions will remain 
the same with two ex-
ceptions: Elective medi-
cal procedures and reli-
gious services.

Starting Monday, elec-
tive medical surgeries 

and procedures will be 
allowed as long as the 
facilities maintain and 
dedicate 30% of  gen-
eral bed capacity, 30% 
of  ICU bed capacity and 
30% of  ventilator ca-
pacity for non-elective 
surgery/procedure pa-
tients. In addition, these 
facilities must main-
tain a two-week supply 
of  necessary personal 
protective equipment to 
sustain hospital opera-
tions at 100% capacity.

Eric Barber, Mary 
Lanning Healthcare 
president and CEO, said 
the hospital plans to 
resume elective proce-
dures on Monday with 
the change in restric-
tions. He said anyone 
who has been delay-
ing medical treatment 
for fear of  catching the 
coronavirus disease 
shouldn’t worry.

“There’s no reason to 
try to avoid getting the 
necessary medical treat-
ment that you need,” he 
said. “When you come 
to the hospital, we will 
absolutely keep you 
safe. When you go to a 
physician’s clinic, they 
will keep you safe. It is 
in fact safe to go back 
to seeking the medical 
treatment you may have 
been delaying.”

Barber reported 
that the hospital 
has dropped from 10 
COVID-19 patients last 
week to seven as of  Fri-
day morning. He said 
the hospital has been 
working to increase 
testing as needed, but 
it’s clear that there are 
cases in the community.

“We are doing every-
thing we can to make 
sure we get as many 
people tested as need to 
be tested,” he said.

The second exception 
is for religious services, 
including weddings or 
funerals. Services are 
allowed but will be lim-
ited to the ceremony 
or service only. During 

Restrictions eased 
for church services, 
elective procedures
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T
his time of  year, 
a college music 
professor’s sched-
ule ought to be full 
to the brim with 

concerts, student recitals, 
preparations 
for finals and 
everything 
else that comes 
with the hectic 
end of  a spring 
semester:

Festive cel-
ebrations of  
beautiful music 
and the people 

who make it together.
This year is different, of  

course — just as it is differ-

ent for virtually everyone in 
every profession and line of  
work as we navigate our way 
through the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, pan-
demic.

My neighbor Louie Eck-
hardt, assistant professor of  
music, director of  bands and 
chair of  the Department of  
Music and Theatre at Hast-
ings College, still has a day 
job to do in these waning days 
of  the academic year, teach-
ing his dispersed students on-
line. But campus these days 
is quiet, and life is slow.

Performance engagements 
have ceased for now, social 
distancing is the order of  the 
day, and Eckhardt is spend-
ing plenty of  time at home 
with his wife and family, 
where they shares the wor-
ries of  every other family 
about the economy, public 

health, and the well-being of  
aging and elderly relatives.

Fortunately, though, while 
you can take music out of  
your performance halls and 
bandstands and even your 
churches, you can’t take it 
out of  the hearts and souls of  
the people who raise it to the 
heavens.

And that is why around 25 
of  Eckhardt’s friends and 
neighbors in the Longfel-
low School area were able to 
spend a delightful, socially 
distanced half  hour Monday 
evening listening to a trum-
pet concert from his front 
porch.

As birds sang in the trees 
overhead and lawn mowers 
hummed gently in the dis-
tance, listeners sat in lawn 
chairs, on curbs and with 

Live from the porch
Hastings College’s louie 
eCkHardt sHares trumpet 

tunes to lift  
virus-siCkened spirits
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Trumpeter Louie Eckhardt plays a concert from his porch in north central Hastings for 
friends and neighbors Monday.

Andy
Raun

SEE LIVE/page A3


