
Dave Rippe is return-
ing to Hastings.

Gov. Pete Ricketts an-
nounced Monday that 
Rippe, Nebraska’s state 
economic 
develop-
ment di-
rector, is 
leaving his 
post Aug. 
9. Ricketts 
praised 
Rippe for 
his “out-
standing service” to 
the state and his help 
in winning national 
economic development 
awards.

Rippe, 37, has been di-
rector of  the Nebraska 
Department of  Eco-
nomic Development 
since December 2017. 
He previously served 
as executive director of  
the Hastings Economic 
Development Corp.

Ricketts credited 
Rippe for leading a state 
economic development 
team that recently at-
tracted investments 
from companies includ-
ing Google, Facebook 
and Amazon.

Rippe, for his part, told 
the Tribune he and his 
family are anxious to 
return home.

“Over the last year 
and a half, I’ve had the 

opportunity to promote 
our state around the 
country and around 
the world — New York, 
San Francisco, Seattle, 
Chicago, Tokyo, Seoul, 
Beijing, Shanghai, Mex-
ico City, Munich, and 
more — and I’ve been 
back and forth across 
our state more times 
than I can count,” Rippe 
told the Tribune. “Ev-
erywhere I visit rein-
forces that Nebraska is 
a special state and that 
Hastings is our home. 
We’re incredibly excited 
for the opportunity to 
come back to Hastings. 
Looking forward, Kristi 
(Rippe’s wife) and I plan 
to explore our interests 
in real estate develop-
ment and talent devel-
opment strategies, and 
ultimately how those 
two areas can work to-
gether to help build 
strong communities 
throughout our state.”

Rippe is part of  the de-
velopment group that is 
renovating properties 
on First Street in down-
town Hastings.

He is the third person 
to lead the Department 
of  Economic Develop-
ment under Ricketts.

Ricketts says he al-
ready has begun a 
search to replace Rippe. 
An interim director will 
lead the agency until a 
full-time replacement is 
chosen.
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A
s the Adams 
County Fair came 
to a close, 4-H and 
FFA members 
showing livestock 

said their goodbyes to ani-
mals and friends during the 
Monday morning livestock 
auction.

Makenna Rathje, an exhib-
itor with the Adams Central 
4-H Blazers, showed her sheep 
at the auction. Makenna held 
back tears until she dropped off 
her sheep and gave her mother, 
already tearing up, a hug.

“They’re like pets, even 
though they’re livestock,” 
said Megan Rathje, Maken-
na’s mother.

Like the other 4-H’ers at the 
auction, Makenna had helped 
raise her sheep and bonded 
with it through training, feed-
ing and grooming. After the 
auction, many of  the animals 
will be butchered for food.

The auction ended the 

weeklong fair at the Adams 
County Fairgrounds. The 
auction is sponsored by the 
Hastings Area Chamber of  
Commerce Agri-Business 
Committee.

Buyers, usually local busi-
nesses, will bid a premium 
to recognize the exhibitor’s 
work. The animals will be 
put up for auction as either 

a “packer” or “retain” ani-
mal. If  the animal is sold as 
a packer, exhibitors get the 
premium from the bidder and 
another check from the ani-
mal processor. If  animals are 
retained, exhibitors can keep 
them to show at the state fair, 
slaughter for their own use 
or sell to another packer.

In its newest mem-
ber, the Hastings Utility 
Board is getting some-
one with a lot of  expe-
rience.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council voted 
8-0 during their regu-
lar meeting Monday to 
approve Mayor Corey 
Stutte’s appointment of  
Jeanette Dewalt to serve 
on the utility board.

Her term will last un-
til 2024.

Dewalt served on the 
Hastings Board of  Pub-
lic Works from 2009 un-
til 2017, when the oper-
ational Board of  Public 
Works was replaced 
by the advisory utility 
board and Dewalt chose 
not to participate.

“Both the mayor and 
city administrator have 
been talking to me for a 
while about my interest 
in rejoining the utility 
board,” she said in an 
interview Monday after-
noon, before the council 
meeting. “I’ve been on 
their radar a little bit. 
When a vacancy came 
up and they asked if  I 
would be willing to be 
on the board, I decided 
my past experience as a 
board member would be 

beneficial and I wanted 
to give back to the Hast-
ings community at the 
same time, so I told 
them I’d be willing to 
join their board.”

Dewalt replaces Jack 
Schreiner, who was 
chairman of  utility 
board and whose tenure 
ended in June.

In making his recom-
mendation during Mon-
day’s council meeting, 
Stutte welcomed Dewalt 
back and called her a 
great addition to the 
utility board.

“She is a former Board 
of  Public Works mem-
ber, so she has a lot of  
experience with Hast-
ings Utilities,” he said. 
“I think she’ll bring a 
breadth of  experience, 
and she is very famil-
iar with the budgeting 
process as well as the 
financials of  Hastings 
Utilities.”

Dewalt has a back-
ground in banking.

Councilwoman Ginny 
Skutnik made the mo-
tion to approve De-
walt’s appointment and 
thanked Dewalt, who 
was not present.

Also during the meet-
ing, the council unan-
imously approved the 
purchase of  13 extreme 
duty portable radios 
and accessories for 

JARAD JOHNSON 

jjohnson@hastingstribune.com

The Adams Central 

Public Schools Board 

of  Education met for a 

work session Monday 

night to discuss board 

and school goals, ath-

letic goals and the Ad-

ams Central Foundation.

All board members 

were present.

The board discussed 

its long-term goals for 

instructional structure. 

Shannon Nepple, di-

rector of  curriculum, 

instruction and assess-

ment, talked about the 

school’s implementa-

tion of  the Marzano In-

structional Framework.

The Marzano frame-
work is a set of  re-
sources intended to 
help educators improve 
their teaching ability 
through data collection 
and analysis.

Shawn Scott, Adams 
Central superinten-
dent, said the Mar-

zano framework will 

help the school gather 

data and adjust its ac-

ademic instruction ac-

cordingly. Scott also 

said the school has 

slowly implemented a 

few of  the framework’s 

methods like surveys 

and teacher goal set-

ting over the past six 

months.

Allyson Bohlen, ele-

mentary school princi-

pal, said the work they 

have done already has 

given them information 

on improving teacher 

performance.
“I didn’t have data on 

the elements of  good 
teaching to be able to 
move a teacher to the 
next level,” Bohlen 
said.

Part of  the Marzano 
framework includes 
the Marzano High Reli-
ability framework, five 
conditions the school 
will work to achieve. 
Scott said it would take 
several years to meet 
the conditions.

The school board 
then discussed athletic 
goals.

Scott and Alan Frank, 
athletic director, said a 
few of  their extracur-
ricular activities and 
athletic teams would 
benefit from being 
more competitive. They 
asked if  the school 
board would be will-
ing to help the athletics 
department give them 
more direction.

“You can have a pro-
gram that struggles in 
wins and losses, but if  

the coaches want to be 
there coaching the kids 
and the kids want to 
be there to be a part of  
that program and other 
programs are respect-
ing you, I think that’s a 
pretty good gauge that 
you are competitive,” 
Frank said.

There was some dis-
cussion regarding if  
the topic would even be 
appropriate to bring to 
the school board. Scott 
suggested the board’s 
involvement be lim-
ited to the athletic de-
partment’s direction, 
rather than goals.

“It more setting a di-
rection that’s safe for 
a school board to do,” 
Scott said.

The board then dis-
cussed restructuring 
the school’s foundation 
and enabling it work 
more with alumni.

“Hopefully we get a 
few new members on 
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Time to say goodbye
FAIR’S FINAL MORNING 

BRINGS REWARDS, TEARS

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Mattison Land sits with her goat Monday morning during the 4-H livestock auction at the 
Adams County Fair.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Makenna Rathje hugs her purple ribbon market lamb during 
the 4-H livestock auction Monday morning at the Adams 
County Fair.

‘Hastings
 is our home’
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