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Manchin wavers on Biden’s plan, Democrats vow to push ahead
LISA MASCARO AND
FARNOUSH AMIRI

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Pivotal Sen. Joe Manchin wavered Monday
on his support for President Joe Biden’s sweeping $1.75 trillion domestic policy proposal,
but Democratic leaders
vowed to push ahead,
with initial voting possible on the bill and a
related $1 trillion infrastructure package in
the House this week.
The West Virginia
Democrat’s announce-

ment came as Democrats wanted assurances from Manchin
that he will support
Biden’s big package.
He’s one of two key
holdout senators whose
votes are needed to secure the deal and push
it toward passage.
Instead, the conservative Manchin rebuffed
progressive Democrats,
urging them to quit
holding “hostage” the
smaller public works
bill as negotiations continue on the broader
package.

“Enough is enough,”
Manchin said at a hastily called press conference at the Capitol.
Manchin said he’s
open to voting for a final
bill reflecting Biden’s
big package “that
moves our country forward.” But he said he’s
“equally open to voting
against” the final product as he assesses the
sweeping social services
and climate change bill.
Democrats have been
working frantically to
finish up months of
negotiations, and it’s

unclear whether Manchin’s resistance will
deliver a debilitating
blow to those efforts or
have the opposite effect
of propelling Democrats
to start taking votes on
Biden’s signature domestic proposal. His
comments infuriated
some Democrats but energized others, particularly progressives eager
to force his hand.
The White House
swiftly responded that
it remains confident
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Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., speaks with reporters during a news conference on Capitol Hill
Monday in Washington.

Subdivision for Juniata
Dollar General gets
commission’s backing
TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

Parties affected by the
construction of a proposed Dollar General
store in Juniata agreed
to work together as the
Adams County Planning and Zoning Commission recommended
approval of a subdivision needed for the project.
Members of the Adams County Planning
and Zoning Commission voted 6-0-2 at their
regular meeting Monday to recommend to
the Juniata Village
Board approval of the
Brandt Subdivision.
Commissioners Henry
Wilson and Ron Sidlo
abstained, and Ken Lukasiewicz was absent.
Applicant Vaquero
Ventures Management
LLC of Fort Worth,
Texas, would like to
subdivide a tract along
12th Street (14th Street
in Juniata), just east of
the existing CPI Juniata
Station.
Vaquero Ventures
would like to build a
Dollar General on the
property after purchasing ground from Coop-
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Old School’s Elisha Hartzell rebounds against Team Washed Up’s Allie Havers during the
2019 Whoopers and Hoopers women’s elite championship game at Lynn Farrell Arena.
Officials announced Monday that the tournament, which began in Hastings in 1981, will
transform into a 3-on-3 event, Midwest Triple Threat, under the sponsorship of the Hastings Family YMCA.
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‘MIDWEST TRIPLE THREAT’
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hoopers &
Hoopers will
become a 3-on3 tournament
with the Hastings Family YMCA taking
the helm.
The Hastings Family YMCA
and the Hastings Area Chamber of Commerce announced
Monday that Whoopers &
Hoopers, the traditional fiveon-five tourney, will become
the Midwest Triple Threat.
“After several discussions
with the chamber board and
the Hastings Family YMCA,
the chamber felt now was a
good time to transition and
hand this tournament over to
the Hastings Family YMCA,”
Hastings Chamber President
Mikki Shafer said.
Whoopers & Hoopers has
been a part of the Hastings
community since 1981, when
12 teams entered what that
year was called the Bob Magee
Invitational. The event still
is called the Gary Michael’s
tournament by some old-timers since it was sponsored by
the downtown clothing store
until 1991 under the name
Gary Michael’s Invitational.

In 1992, the tournament
picked up the Whoopers
& Hoopers name and was
placed in the hands of an
all-volunteer committee
with nonprofit status under
the auspices of the Hastings
Area Chamber of Commerce.
In 2006, chamber staff members were asked to take over
the tournament in hopes the
event would grow with paid
personnel able to dedicate
more time to running it.
What would have been
the tournament’s 39th and
40th annual editions, respectively, were canceled in
2020 and 2021 because of the
novel coronavirus disease,
COVID-19, pandemic.
Besides basketball games
being played all over the
Hastings area, the tournament — which in its heyday
attracted upwards of 150
teams — has included features such as a player party
at the City Auditorium and
free-throw and slam-dunk
contests on Saturday night.
Shafer said the YMCA could
give the event new life at this
point.
“The chamber recognizes
the financial impact that a
three-day tournament has for
our community, and we are
so pleased that the YMCA is
going to continue that tradition,” Shafer said. “It’s been
huge for our community,
but over the years it’s slowly
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dwindled. With this transition, we are confident that
the YMCA can breathe some
new life into the tournament
and that it can grow to be
an even better event for our
community.”
Midwest Triple Threat will
be a 3-on-3 tournament format.
The tournament will be
held during the same timeframe as Whoopers & Hoopers, which is always the third
weekend in March. For 2022,
the tournament dates are set
for March 18-20.
The current plan is to have
men’s and women’s divisions,
including Elite, B, C, D and
40+. Games are planned half
court and take place on gyms
all over Hastings. Details still
are being finalized, but initial
details can be found at www.
hastingsymca.net.
“We are really excited to
take the reins of Whoopers,
and create something new in
our community around the
game of basketball,” YMCA
CEO Troy Stickels said. “The
3-on-3 format will be the major change. We feel like this
will be very popular and entice a wider change of athletes to participate.”
The 3-on-3 basketball game
was added to the Olympics
recently.
“So hopefully that will create some more excitement,”
Stickels said.

TODAY Patchy fog before 9 a.m.
Mostly cloudy.
TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. Southsoutheast wind around 5 mph.
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erative Producers Inc.
Quinn Boyd, commercial developer for Vaquero Ventures, was
present at Monday’s
meeting.
Gary Brandt, CEO of
Cooperative Producers
Inc., was present Monday. He said Juniata’s
Economic Development
group approached CPI,
asking whether CPI
would be willing to offer
the land if the village of
Juniata could convince
Dollar General to put a
store there.
“CPI, realizing that’s
what the citizens of
Juniata wanted and
thinking that would be
good for Juniata — how
many towns can get a
grocery store back after
they lose one? — agreed
to do that,” Brandt said.
CPI began working
with Vaquero Ventures
to come up with an
agreement to sell the
land.
“CPI would support
this because we believe
the citizens of Juniata
want this to happen,”
Brandt said.
Monday’s action
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World leaders dial up doomsday
warning to kick-start climate talks
SETH BORENSTEIN

AP Science Writer

GLASGOW, Scotland — World leaders
turned up the heat and
resorted to end-of-theworld rhetoric Monday
in an attempt to bring
new urgency to sputtering international climate negotiations.
The metaphors were
dramatic and mixed at
the start of the talks,
known as COP26. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson described
global warming as
“a doomsday device”
strapped to humanity.
United Nations Secretary-General António
Guterres told his colleagues that humans
are “digging our own
graves.” And Barbados Prime Minister
Mia Mottley, speaking
for vulnerable island
nations, added moral
thunder, warning leaders not to “allow the
path of greed and self-
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ishness to sow the seeds
of our common destruction.”
Amid the speeches,
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said his
coal-dependent country
will aim to stop adding
greenhouse gases to the
atmosphere by 2070 —
two decades after the
United States and at
least 10 years later than
China. Modi said the
goal of reaching “net
zero” by 2070 was one
of five measures India
planned to undertake to
meet its commitments
under the Paris climate
accord.
Meanwhile, U.S. President Joe Biden and German Chancellor Angela
Merkel avoided soaring
rhetoric and delved into
policy.
“There’s no more
time to sit back,” Biden
said in a more measured warning that also

SEE CLIMATE/page A3

VOL. 117, NO. 28 © 2021
THE SEATON PUBLISHING CO., INC.
HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

$1 on newstands
Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

