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TODAY Sunny. Southwest wind 
5-15 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South-
west wind around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Ashley Navas Ruiz
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A
lthough Hastings 
matched a cold 
record with the 
cold front that hit 
the area Sunday 

night, forecasters are predict-
ing the weather to warm by 
Halloween.

Jeremy Wesely, senior me-
teorologist with the National 
Weather Service in Hastings, 
said Hastings’ cold high tem-
perature on Monday was 28 
degrees, the same as the re-
cord that was set for the date 
in 1997.

Normal temperatures for 
this time of  the year are 
closer to the 60s.

“We’re way below normal 
right now,” Wesely said. “It’s 
going to stay below normal 
through the rest of  this week, 
but gradually warm up as 
we get toward the end of  the 
week.”

High temperatures on Tues-
day are only expected to 
reach the mid-30s. Highs for 
Wednesday and Thursday 
should climb to the upper 40s. 
By Friday, highs are expected 

to reach the mid- to upper 
50s, only slightly below aver-
age.

For Halloween on Saturday, 
temperatures should climb 
to the upper 50s or 60s. Next 
week, temperatures are ex-
pected to be above normal.

Wesely said the 2.7 inches 
of  snow that fell in Hastings 
won’t last long.

“Most of  it will be gone by 

tomorrow evening,” he said. 
“That’s good for the farmers 
who need to get back to the 
field.”

There is a slight chance for 
additional precipitation on 
Wednesday night, but he said 
the rest of  the week and into 
next week look dry.

Around the area, measured 

Keeping it cool
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Vic Ockinga pushes snow out of his driveway on Lakeside Drive Monday.
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Snow covers a leaf-filled jack-o’-lantern bag on East Sev-
enth Street Monday.
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AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON — 
Amy Coney Barrett 
was confirmed to the 
Supreme Court late 
Monday by a deeply 
divided Senate, with 
Republicans overpow-
ering Democrats to in-
stall President Donald 
Trump’s nominee days 
before the election and 
secure a likely conser-
vative court majority 
for years to come.

Trump’s choice to fill 
the vacancy of  the late 
liberal icon Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg potentially 
opens a new era of  rul-
ings on abortion, the 
Affordable Care Act and 
even his own election. 
Democrats were unable 
to stop the outcome, 
Trump’s third justice 
on the court, as Repub-

licans race to reshape 
the judiciary.

Barrett, 48, will be 
able to start work Tues-
day, her lifetime ap-
pointment as the 115th 
justice solidifying the 
court’s rightward tilt.

“This is a momen-
tous day for America,” 
Trump said at a prime-
time swearing-in event 
on the South Lawn at 
the White House, be-
fore Justice Clarence 
Thomas administered 
the Constitutional Oath 
to Barrett before a 
crowd of  about 200.

Barrett told those 
gathered that she be-
lieves “it is the job of  a 
judge to resist her pol-
icy preferences.” She 
vowed, “I will do my job 
without any fear or fa-
vor.”

Monday’s vote was 

the closest high court 
confirmation ever to 
a presidential elec-
tion, and the first in 
modern times with no 
support from the mi-
nority party. The spik-
ing COVID-19 crisis has 
hung over the proceed-
ings. Vice President 
Mike Pence declined to 
preside at the Senate 
unless his tie-breaking 
vote was needed after 
Democrats asked him 
to stay away when his 
aides tested positive for 
COVID-19. The vote was 
52-48, and Pence’s vote 
was not necessary.

“Voting to confirm 
this nominee should 
make every single sena-
tor proud,” said Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, fending off 

Barrett confirmed as Supreme Court justice in partisan vote
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President Donald Trump watches as Supreme Court Justice Clarence 
Thomas administers the Constitutional Oath to Amy Coney Barrett on the 
South Lawn of the White House in Washington Monday after Barrett was 
confirmed by the Senate earlier in the evening.
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Mayor Corey Stutte 
on Monday addressed 
“untruths” propagated 

by Hast-
ings Citi-
zens with 
a Voice 
regarding 
the 16th 
Street via-
duct.

Speaking 
during the 

mayor’s communica-
tions portion of  Monday 
evening’s Hastings City 
Council meeting, Stutte 
answered claims made 
in an advertisement 
from Hastings Citizens 
with a Voice that ran in 
the Hastings Tribune on 
Oct. 22.

“I’m just going to read 
through some of  the is-

sues that I see with this 
and we need to make 
sure the citizens under-
stand,” he said.

Stutte said there is no 
master plan regarding 
the 16th Street viaduct.

There is no plan to de-
molish the viaduct and 
build a four-lane over-
pass on East Side Bou-
levard.

“Because that would 
require a vote of  the 
people,” he said.

A report completed 
by Olsson Associates 
in May 2019 was a vi-
sual condition assess-
ment of  the viaduct to 
determine the extent of  
the deterioration of  the 
bridge and the causes of  
the deterioration.

Olsson presented up-
dated figures in Novem-
ber 2019 that included a 
cost estimate of  nearly 
$3.1 million to repair 
the east abutment, re-
moving the southern 

Mayor addresses 
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A Clay County man 
in his 90s has died of  
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, the 
South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Department 
announced Monday 
night.

The man had been 
hospitalized and had 
underlying health con-
ditions. His confirma-
tion as a positive case of  
COVID-19 had been re-
flected in health district 
statistics previously, 
but the health depart-
ment didn’t attribute 
his death to the disease 
until it received official 
notification of  the cause 

as listed on the death 
certificate.

The man becomes the 
first Clay County resi-
dent and the 17th resi-
dent of  the four-county 
health district to suc-
cumb to COVID-19. All 
16 of  the other victims 
lived in Adams County.

“I am sad to report the 
death of  another South 
Heartland resident 
to COVID-19, the first 
death for Clay County,” 
said Michele Bever, 
health department ex-
ecutive director. “We ex-
tend our sincere condo-
lences to the family for 
the loss of  their loved 
one.”

The health depart-
ment also reported 
Monday night that an-
other 96 South Heart-
land residents had 
tested positive for the 
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COVID-19 claims first 
Clay County resident

VICTIM WAS IN HIS 
90S; DISTRICT’S TEST 

POSITIVITY RATE  
FOR LAST WEEK  

WAS 16.3%

SEE COVID-19/page A3

SEE BARRETT/page A3


