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Huskers looking to continue rise. - B1

Thursday, August 15, 2019

weather
81
63

TODAY Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly before noon.

TONIGHT A 40% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Shannon Althouse

JARAD JOHNSON 
jjohnson@hastingstribune.com

T
housands of  
students from 
preschool to 12th 
grade are starting 
school this week 

and next week in Adams 
County, increasing road and 
foot traffic during morning 
school drop-off and afternoon 
pick-up.

The increased traffic from 
vehicles and pedestrians 
means more caution should 
be exercised to reduce the 
chance of  a crash.

Hastings Public Schools Su-
perintendent Jeff Schneider 
and Adams Central Elemen-
tary administrative assistant 
Michelle Bohlen both asked 
drivers to be patient during 
peak traffic times.

“Whenever you have hun-
dreds of  people going to the 
same place at the same time, 
it can get crowded,” Schnei-
der said.

This means planning in 
extra time to get to a desti-
nation and slowing down in 
school zones.

Schneider asks those driv-
ing through a school area 
or picking up students to 
be careful during pick-up 
and drop-off times. He said 

normally the traffic around 
schools clear out in about 10-
15 minutes, with some extra 
time at the high school.

Schneider also asked stu-
dents walking or riding bi-
cycles to be cautious going 
home, especially at intersec-
tions. Crossing guards will 
be present along some streets 
around schools, but intersec-
tions further from the school 
may not be guarded. Parents 
also can help kids find safer 
routes that have sidewalks 
and avoid busier streets.

Adams Central Elementary 
School implemented a parent 
pickup procedure last year 
and is continuing the system 
this year. Drivers will have a 
car tag in their windows that 

has the name of  the kids they 
are picking up. When the par-
ent arrives, kids will be re-
leased.

Students aren’t able to walk 
or bike home from the ele-
mentary.

Bohlen recommends that 
parents show up a little late 
to pick up their kids to help 
spread out when traffic ar-
rives.

“If  you come five minutes 
later, usually you are going to 
miss a lot of  the traffic,” she 
said. “At the beginning of  the 
school year, everyone wants 
to get here early. It’s OK to be 
here 5-10 minutes late.”

The National Highway 

Teaching traffic safety
School year bringS 

School traffic; driverS 
aSked to uSe patience in 
morning and afternoon

AMY ROH/Tribune

Adams Central Elementary School kindergarten teacher Cherie Peters and her students go 
through a practice run on what to do when school is dismissed Wednesday.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Kristin Lukow directs traffic in front of Adams Central Ele-
mentary School Wednesday.

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
After a summer full of  

moisture and storms, 
the Adams County De-
partment of  Roads is 
looking for assistance 
from local farmers.

“In driving around the 
county we have some 
real weed and tall grass 
issues,” Highway Super-
intendent Dawn Miller 
said.

Landowners are re-
quired by statute to 
mow at least twice a 
year along all ditches 
and roadways.

Adams County is espe-
cially in need of  mowing 
along ditches right now.

County road crews 
typically only mow 
along gravel roads in 
the late fall, in prepara-
tion for snow.

With county road per-
sonnel dispatched to 
make repairs at a few 
different sites, however, 
there isn’t the availabil-
ity there to mow.

Miller said a lot of  the 
farmers go around and 
mow the ends of  their 
fields in preparation for 
harvest.

“While they’re do-
ing so, I’m encourag-
ing them to mow up 
to the edge of  the road 
because we just don’t 
have time to do it,” she 
said. “It’s going to help 
everybody out for har-
vest, traffic and winter 
preparations.”

Hastings already has 
seen about 6 ½ more 
inches of  precipitation 
this year than during 
the same period in 
2018. Other parts of  the 
county have received 
even more rain.

“Because of  the extra 
moisture we’ve had ev-
erything is still green 
and growing as we 
speak,” Miller said.

New weeds are emerg-
ing.

“They’re growing pro-
fusely,” she said.

She’s noticed farmers 
baling ditch grass.

“Hey, if  they want to 
do that that’s fine too,” 
she said.

County highway 
superintendent
asking for help

graSS and weedS 
‘growing profuSely’ 

due to exceSSive 
moiSture 

STAN CHOE AND 
ALEX VEIGA

AP Business Writers
The threat of  a reces-

sion doesn’t seem so 
remote anymore for 
investors in financial 
markets.

The yield on the 
closely watched 10-year 
Treasury fell so low 
Wednesday that, for the 
first time since 2007, it 
briefly crossed a thresh-
old that has correctly 
predicted many past 
recessions. Weak eco-
nomic data from Ger-
many and China added 
to recent signals of  a 
global slowdown.

That spooked 

investors, who re-
sponded by dumping 
stocks, sending the Dow 
Jones Industrial Aver-
age into an 800-point 
skid, its biggest drop of  
the year. The S&P 500 
index dropped nearly 
3% as the market erased 
all of  its gains from a 
rally the day before. 
Tech stocks and banks 
led the broad sell-off. 
Retailers came under 
especially heavy selling 
pressure after Macy’s 
issued a dismal earn-
ings report and cut its 
full-year forecast.

Stocks slide after bonds 
flash recession warning

CHRISTINA PACIOLLA 
AND CLAUDIA LAUER

Associated Press
PHILADELPHIA — 

At least one gunman 
opened fire on police 
Wednesday as they were 
serving a drug warrant 
in Philadelphia, wound-
ing six officers and trig-
gering a standoff that 
extended into the night, 
authorities said.

Two other officers 
were trapped inside the 
house for about five 
hours after the shoot-
ing broke out but were 
freed by a SWAT team 
well after darkness fell 
on the residential neigh-

borhood.
None of  the officers’ 

injuries was considered 
life-threatening and 
they were being treated 
at hospitals, Philadel-
phia police Sgt. Eric 
Gripp said.

The shooting began 
around 4:30 p.m. as of-
ficers went to a home 
in a north Philadelphia 
neighborhood of  brick 
and stone rowhomes to 
serve a narcotics war-
rant in an operation 
“that went awry almost 
immediately,” Police 
Commissioner Richard 
Ross said.

“I was just coming 

off the train and I was 
walking upstairs and 
there were people run-
ning back downstairs 
who said that there 
was someone up there 
shooting cops,” said Ab-
dul Rahman Muham-
mad, 21, an off-duty 
medic. “There was just 
a lot of  screaming and 
chaos.”

Many officers “had 
to escape through win-
dows and doors to get 
(away) from a barrage 
of  bullets,” Ross said.

Shots were still being 

Gunman wounds at least 6 
Philadelphia police; 2 others freed

MATT ROURKE/AP 

Philadelphia police stage as they respond to an active shooting situation 
Wednesday in the Nicetown neighborhood of Philadelphia.
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