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TODAY Sunny. Breezy. Winds 
could gust as high as 30 mph.
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C
rews from the 
Green Tree 
Co. began 
trimming tree 
foliage back 

and away from power 
lines in Juniata on Mon-
day and won’t leave the 
Hastings area until the 
work is done.

As they came up with 
a plan earlier this year 
to hire a contractor to 
address this commu-
nity-wide need, city of-
ficials referred to this 
large, tree-trimming ef-
fort as a surge.

“There’s a great need, 
especially in these first 
areas we’ve targeted for 
utility lines,” said Lee 
Vrooman, director of  en-
gineering for the city of  
Hastings. “A lot of  those 
areas haven’t been pruned 
back for years. For the 
last three or four years 
specifically we’ve just 
kind of  hit the hot spots, 
so to speak — the worst 
areas. Kind of  tree by tree 
and not an entire, say six- 
or eight-block area.”

Residents can expect 
to see an informational 
flier posted to their 
doors when workers are 
scheduled to be work-
ing in their area. Some 
workers may need tem-
porary access to resi-
dents’ yards to perform 
the necessary work.

Scott Wilson, who owns 
Green Tree, which is 

based in Red Oak, Iowa, 
wants landowners to 
know, especially when 
it comes to trimming 
around utility lines, 
safety is the priority 
over attractiveness.

“When a storm comes 
through, you’re going to 
really wish those limbs 
were gone,” he said. 
“In most scenarios you 

can’t have ‘pretty’ and 
power. People sometimes 
take having power for 
granted until they don’t 
have it.”

Green Tree tries to talk 
to residents beforehand 
when a large portion of  
a tree will be trimmed.

“We’re going to go 

Clearing a path for safety
TREE-TRIMMING SURGE 

BEGINS IN HASTINGS 

AREA
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Sonny Conchola with Green Tree Co. of Red Oak, Iowa, cuts tree branches 
away from power lines Thursday in Juniata.
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A crew from Green Tree Co. of Red Oak, Iowa, cuts tree branches away from power lines Thursday 
along North Adams Avenue in Juniata.
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As utility organizations deal with 
a soft electric market, Hastings Util-
ities is working on an integrated re-
source plan to prepare for the future 
of  energy production in Hastings.

Utilities Manager Kevin John-
son and Derek Zeisler, HU direc-
tor of  marketing and energy, spoke 
about those plans and challenges at 
the Hastings Utility Board meeting 
Thursday.

Johnson said the consultant work-
ing on the integrated resource plan 
has provided analysis on several dif-
ferent scenarios with utilization of  
current HU assets for electric energy 
supply and potential assets for elec-
tric energy supply, such as additional 
purchase power agreements.

Johnson’s understanding is that the 
consultant took 10 scenarios and nar-
rowed them down to a top four.

“Our internal staff will then take 
this information — both the analyt-
ics on the 10 scenarios and the ana-
lytics on the four scenarios — and 
then put our own experience and 
mindset and understanding of  our 
market, our load, our city needs, our 
city projections, and come up with a 
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State Sen. Steve Hal-
loran of  Hastings is 
encouraging Gov. Pete 

Ricketts 
to make 
a policy 
change re-
garding 
manage-
ment of  
positive 
COVID-19 
residents 

in long-term care facili-
ties and nursing homes.

Halloran, who rep-
resents Legislative Dis-
trict 33, wrote a letter 
dated June 1 and was 
joined by 24 members 
of  the Legislature — 22 
who co-signed the letter 

and two who asked to 
have their names added 
after the letter was sent, 
he said in a news re-
lease Friday.

The letter urges the 
governor to require that 
positive cases in long-
term care facilities and 
nursing homes be relo-
cated, quarantined and 
cared for in facilities 
separate from the nurs-
ing home and long-term 
care facilities. The let-
ter states that the goal 
should be to keep pos-
itive COVID-19 cases 
away from the vulnera-
ble community so they 
don’t put the other res-
idents at risk of  con-
tracting the virus.

According to Halloran, 
current policy requires 
that positive cases re-
main in these facilities.

“Long-term care facil-
ities are managing to 
cope under the current 
circumstances, but they 
are not designed to han-
dle a pandemic of  a con-
tagious virus,” he wrote.

He wrote about half  of  
the state’s deaths from 
COVID-19, the novel 
coronavirus disease, have 
involved care facilities.

“Hospitals are not ‘over-
whelmed’ with COVID-19, 
but nursing homes and 
long-term care facilities 
are being overwhelmed,” 
Halloran wrote. “Nebras-
ka’s elderly are not ex-

pendable!”
During Ricketts’ news 

conference on Thurs-
day afternoon, Dr. Gary 
Anthone, chief  medical 
officer and director of  
the Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Health and Hu-
man Services’ Division 
of  Public Health, said 
98 deaths out of  the first 
195 related to COVID-19 
in the state had been 
residents of  long-term 
care facilities.

As of  Friday evening, 
NDHHS was reporting 
216 deaths related to the 
disease now have oc-
curred statewide.

Anthone said 126 facil-
ities in the state, about 
25% of  the total, have 

had either staff or res-
idents test positive for 
the coronavirus. Five 
hundred thirty-three 
residents of  such facil-
ities and 440 staff mem-
bers had tested positive.

During the last two 
weeks, he said, the 
number seemed to be 
slowing down with only 
16 facilities reporting 
positive tests for res-
idents or staff. For-
ty-three residents of  
long-term care facilities 
and 54 staff members 
tested positive in the 
last two weeks.

Given the decline, An-
thone said, officials are 
preparing for the next 
step.

“We are working on 
a plan to start reopen-
ing phase for long-term 
care facilities,” he said.

Halloran wrote that he 
has additional concerns 
if  the governor is con-
sidering removing cur-
rent restrictions in place 
in long-term care facili-
ties because it would put 
the vulnerable popula-
tion in more potential 
danger of  contracting 
the coronavirus.

Halloran wrote that his 
letter to the governor 
was hand-delivered on 
June 1, but he hasn’t yet 
received any correspon-
dence from the governor, 
his staff or potentially 
affected state agencies.

Halloran, colleagues request improving long-term care COVID policy

Halloran

HU looking 
at future 
of energy 
production 
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BOISE, Idaho — Within a few 
hours, a garden of  mementos grew 
outside the rural crime scene. Pin-
wheels, flowers and stuffed animals 
dotted a fence near where police 
found remains believed to belong to 
two children in a bizarre case that 
has captured attention around the 
world.

For police, the grisly discovery this 
week marked a significant break in a 
monthslong investigation into what 
happened to Joshua “JJ” Vallow, who 
was 7 when he vanished in Septem-
ber along with his 17-year-old sister 
Tylee Ryan.

For relatives, who said the remains 
belong to the children, their heartbreak 

With the search for 2 
children at an end, 
a community mourns
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