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TODAY Sunny. North-northwest 
wind around 10 mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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B
etsy Thomas 
had no idea 
the impact 
she is making 
with her daily 

storytelling videos until 
she walked out of  her 
house late last week to 
find her yard in Lin-
coln littered with her 
students from Kooser 
Elementary and their 
parents.

Her block was lined 
with cars, her grass full 
of  smiling faces, and her 
eyes welled with tears.

A second-year librarian 
at the school, Thomas 
says she is just perform-
ing her job, reading to an 
online audience during 

the pandemic brought 
on by the novel corona-
virus disease, COVID-19, 
as part of  Lincoln Public 
Schools’ request of  its 
librarians to post daily 
learning challenges on a 
webpage.

But for the last six 
weeks Thomas has been 
contributing in a unique 
way, using her “costume 
closet,” which is really a 
guest room in her base-
ment, as a means for 
adding an even more 
vivid visual element to 
the experience.

Her effort has earned 
her national recogni-
tion, which was show-
cased with a six-minute 
segment on Tuesday’s 
episode of  the “Today 
Show” on NBC, as part 
of  its showcase of  educa-
tors during Teacher Ap-
preciation Week.

Thomas reads a story 
to a webcam each week-

day, but it’s much more 
entertaining than that.

With each day comes 
a theme given by LPS. 
Based on that, she 
chooses a book, related 
costume and virtual 
background to display 
on her basement green 
screen.

It started in late March 
as a pirate.

“It just kind of  snow-
balled after that,” Thomas 
said with a laugh.

Then on the first of  
April, Thomas’ clip be-
gan with a screen that 
read “Sorry, no video to-
day,” before she quickly 
popped up to say, “April 
fools, guys! Did Mrs. 
Thomas trick you?”

Others include one rep-
resentative of  a scene 
from “Jurassic Park” 
where she sports a Ty-
rannosaurus rex cos-
tume on one half  of  the 
screen and the outfit of  

a paleontologist on the 
other. She’s also been a 
pencil, a ninja, a bumble 
bee, and Pooh Bear from 
“Winnie the Pooh,” just 
to name a few.

A few times, Thomas 
has even ventured out of  
her home to use a sep-
arate environment. A 
friend’s farm brought 
viewers live chickens 
and piglets to go along 
with story time. Her 
husband’s family farm 
provided the opportu-
nity for her to operate a 
tractor. She also drove 
around a forklift in one 
video.

Sounds like a lot of  
preparation, right?

“It was tricky because 
initially I wouldn’t find 
out until 9 or 10 (p.m.) 
what the next day’s 
theme was,” Thomas 
said. “So I’d scramble 

Costume capers
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In this screenshot from an April 9 video, Trumbull native and Kooser Elementary librarian Betsy (Rouse) 
Thomas reads “The Perfect Nest” by Catherine Friend at a friend’s farm in Lincoln. Thomas was featured 
on the “Today Show” Tuesday for her creative effort to connect with her students during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.
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The Hastings Family YMCA an-
nounced plans to reopen program-
ming and facilities in a video on Face-
book posted Tuesday.

In the video, CEO Troy Stickels said 
they miss being able to see members 
visit and want to get people back 
as soon as possible while following 
guidelines set out by health officials.

“We know how important the Y is 
to a lot of  people,” he said. “We can’t 
wait for the day to be able to open 
back up fully.”

The tentative plan is to reopen the 
16th Street location on June 1, though 
with some limitations.

Stickels said the 18th Street location 
is still being used to provide emer-
gency child care for people in the 

ROXANA HEGEMAN
Associated Press

BELLE PLAINE, Kan. 
— The attorneys general 
for 11 Midwestern states 
urged the Justice De-
partment on Tuesday to 
pursue a federal investi-
gation into market con-
centration and potential 
price fixing by meatpack-
ers in the cattle industry 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

In a letter to U.S. At-
torney General William 
Barr, the state attor-
neys general noted that 
the domestic beef  pro-
cessing market is highly 
concentrated, with the 
four largest beef  proces-
sors controlling 80 per-
cent of  the industry.

“Given the concen-
trated market structure 
of  the beef  industry, it 
may be particularly sus-
ceptible to market ma-
nipulation, particularly 
during times of  food 
insecurity, such as the 
current COVID-19 cri-
sis,” they wrote.

Although their letter 
does not name them, 
the nation’s largest 

processors are Tyson 
Foods, JBS, Cargill, and 
National Beef. The com-
panies did not immedi-
ately respond to emails 
seeking comment.

Mark Watne, the pres-
ident of  the North Da-
kota Farmers Union, 
said in a statement that 
in all the years they 
have called for stronger 
antitrust enforcement, 
they have rarely seen 
such obvious market 
abuses by the meat-
packing industry.

“They’re posting re-
cord profits, while 
ranchers are suffering 
significant market price 
losses,” Watne said. 
“The situation definitely 
smells rotten, and it not 
only hurts ranchers, but 
consumers, too.”

The state officials criti-
cized the disparity in the 
price of  live cattle and 
the retail cost of  boxed 
beef  that is sold to con-
sumers, arguing that it 
shows the market lacks 
fair competition. Live 
cattle futures recently 

11 attorneys general seek probe into meatpacking industry

RYAN J. FOLEY
The Associated Press

IOWA CITY, Iowa — As the 
coronavirus spread from the na-
tion’s meatpacking plants to the 
broader communities where they 
are located, it burned through a 
modest duplex in Waterloo, Iowa.

In the downstairs unit lived Jim 
Orvis, 65, a beloved friend and 
uncle who worked in the laun-
dry department at the Tyson 
Foods pork processing facility, 
the largest employer in Water-
loo. Upstairs was Arthur Scott, a 
51-year-old father who was get-
ting his life back on track after a 
prison term for drugs. He worked 
25 miles (40 kilometers) away at 
the Tyson dog treats factory in 
Independence, Iowa.

The two men were not well ac-
quainted. But both fell ill and 
died last month within days of  
each other from COVID-19 — ca-
sualties of  an outbreak linked to 
the Waterloo plant that spread 
across the city of  68,000 people. 
Similar spread is happening in 
other communities where the 
economy centers around rais-
ing hogs and cattle and process-

ing their meat, including the hot 
spots of  Grand Island, Nebraska, 
and Worthington, Minnesota.

The virus is “devastating every-
thing,” said duplex owner Jose 
Garcia, who received notification 
two days apart from his deceased 
tenants’ relatives. “These two 
guys were here last week. Now 
they are gone. It’s crazy.”

He said it’s possible one of  the 
men infected the other because 
they shared an entryway, or that 
they each contracted the virus 
separately at their workplaces.

The virus threatens the com-
munities’ most vulnerable pop-
ulations, including low-income 
workers and their extended fam-
ilies.

“They’re afraid of  catching the 
virus. They’re afraid of  spread-
ing it to family members. Some 
of  them are afraid of  dying,” said 
the Rev. Jim Callahan, of  the 
Church of  St. Mary of  Worthing-
ton, a city of  13,000 that has at-
tracted immigrants from across 
the globe to work at the JBS pork 
processing plant.

COVID-19 cuts ‘deep scars’ through meatpacking communities
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This March 11 photo provided 
by Destiny Proctor shows her 
father Arthur Scott at the Tyson 
dog treats factory in Indepen-
dence, Iowa. Scott died on April 
23 after contracting the corona-
virus. His neighbor in a Water-
loo, Iowa, duplex also died of 
the virus.
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Good Samaritan Society-Hastings 
Village has completed mass testing 
of  residents and employees for the 
novel coronavirus disease, COVID-19, 
and has learned that nine additional 
skilled-nursing facility residents and 
eight employees have been confirmed 
as positive cases, the organization an-
nounced in a news release Tuesday.

The additional positive cases mean 
a total of  12 residents and eight em-
ployees have tested positive on the 
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