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TODAY Mostly cloudy. Southeast 
wind 5-10 mph.
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TONIGHT Cloudy, then gradually 
becoming partly cloudy.
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The Hastings Police 
Department has released 
more details about the 
nearly five-hour stand-
off Thursday in the 300 
block of  North Saunders 
Avenue in a news release 
issued Friday.

HPD detectives Cale 
Neelly and James Bar-
ron were conducting 
surveillance in the 300 
block of  North Saun-
ders Avenue about 
12:30 p.m. Thursday.

Both detectives cur-
rently are assigned to 
the Central Nebraska 

Drug & Safe Streets 
Task Force, which in-
clude members from 
the Federal Bureau of  
Investigation, Nebraska 
State Patrol, Grand 
Island Police Depart-
ment, Kearney Police 
Department, Hastings 
Police Department, Hall 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Buffalo County Sher-
iff’s Office and Adams 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Officers with the Hast-
ings Police Department 
and Adams County Sher-
iff’s Office were on scene 
during the initial aspects 
of  the investigation.

Officers saw two sub-
jects, Holly Hartman 
and William Packer, ex-
ited a vehicle in the 300 
block of  North Saun-
ders Avenue.

Hartman subse-
quently was arrested 
for driving under sus-
pension and possession 
of  methamphetamine.

Packer fled from offi-
cers into the residence 
at 315 N Saunders Ave. 
Packer was wanted on 
both state and federal 
warrants and has been 
a fugitive for over six 
months.

Officers set up a pe-

rimeter around the res-
idence and requested 
assistance from Officer 
Grady Gardner and his 
K9 partner Kane.

Kane alerted and in-
dicated the odor of  ille-
gal drug coming from 
the vehicle Hartman 
and Packer had exited. 
A subsequent search of  
the vehicle uncovered 
more than 1.6 pounds of  
meth, three handguns, 
over $16,000 in cash, and 
other illegal items.

Other members of  the 
task force responded 

Man at center of standoff wanted fugitive

Courtesy

Officers uncovered more than 1.6 pounds of 
methamphetamine, three handguns, more than 
$16,000 in cash, and other illegal items following 
multiple arrests in the 300 block of North Saun-
ders Avenue Thursday.
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S
tudents and staff 
at Hastings Middle 
School waved flags 
and held signs Fri-
day wishing Hast-

ings Police Officer Bradly 
Cunningham well on his last 
day as school resource officer 
before his military deploy-
ment.

Students handed Cunning-
ham cards and pictures they 
made for the sendoff as Cun-

ningham walked along the 
driveway.

Caleb Pedersen, a sixth-
grade student, said he was 
sad to see Cunningham go, 
but glad the school allowed 
students to wish him well.

“I like it,” he said. “It’s a lot 
of  fun.”

Nathan Gallaway, a sixth-
grade student, was glad to be 
able to make signs for the of-
ficer.

“It’s cool to be able to say 
goodbye to him,” he said.

Cunningham thanked ev-
eryone for coming out to wish 
him well on his last day.

“I really appreciate it,” he 
said. “It’s awesome. I love the 

support. I’m going to miss 
each and every one of  you 
for the next year while I’m 
gone.”

Also on hand were a num-
ber of  fellow officers with the 
Hastings Police Department 
as well as firefighters with 
Hastings Fire and Rescue.

HPD Chief  Adam Story said 
it was encouraging to know 
the school wanted to provide 
Cunningham with such a 
great sendoff.

“It’s an amazing event,” he 
said. “It is a school function, 
and we’re grateful they in-
cluded us in it. It goes to show 

Saying goodbye
HASTINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL 

SENDS OFF RESOURCE 
OFFICER 
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Hastings Police Officer Brad Cunningham waves to students at Hastings Middle School 
during a surprise send-off for Cunningham Friday at the school.
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One organization is 
working to provide ag-
ricultural workers and 
their families with af-
fordable health care, ed-
ucation assistance and 
job training.

Jody Stutzman of  Hast-
ings, regional director 
for Proteus Inc., provided 
an overview during a 
Zoom presentation on 

Friday for the Hastings 
League of  Women Vot-
ers of  the efforts her em-
ployer is undertaking to 
provide a better life for 
farmworkers and their 
families in Nebraska, 
Iowa and Indiana.

Proteus, an Iowa-based 
nonprofit with an office 
in Hastings, promotes 
values including com-
passion, integrity, em-
powerment, respect and 
communication.

Stutzman said Proteus 
serves about 400 fami-
lies each year through 
the National Farm-

worker Jobs Program.
“Our goal through 

the National Farm-
worker Jobs Program 
is to provide seasonal 
and migrant agricul-
tural workers with the 
skills and training they 
need to obtain full-time, 
year round employment 
that helps them become 
self-sufficient,” she said.

The National Farm-
workers Jobs Program 
services include career 
searches, college enroll-
ment, FAFSA comple-
tion, tuition assistance, 
books, classroom sti-

pends, mileage reim-
bursement and miscel-
laneous assistance such 
as tools, uniforms, rent, 
utilities, groceries and 
child care.

An applicant must 
have worked in agri-
culture or farm work 
within the last two 
years. A dependent 
of  someone who per-
formed agricultural 
work is also eligible.

The applicant must be 
authorized to work in 
the United States.

Proteus has provided 
health and safety train-

ing for more than 7,000 
farmworkers.

First Presbyterian 
Church, Catholic So-
cial Services and indi-
viduals in the Hastings 
community collect long-
sleeved shirts to give to 
migrant workers when 
they arrive to project 
them from pesticides 
while working.

“They often come on 
school buses from Mex-
ico or Texas with very 
little belongings,” Stutz-
man said.

More than 1,500 farm-
workers and their fam-

ily members have re-
ceived primary care.

More than 250 families 
in Iowa and northeast Ne-
braska received food from 
a Proteus food pantry.

More than 15,000 face 
masks were donated 
through Proteus as part 
of  a COVID-19 response.

Proteus and state part-
ners provided nearly 
3,000 COVID-19 tests for 
farmworkers.

Proteus is working on 
future programs includ-
ing primary health care 

Nonprofit organization working to provide a better life for farmworkers
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As Mary Lanning 
Healthcare begins con-
struction of  a major ad-

dition to 
its Medical 
Services 
Building, 
Hastings 
College 
and the 
Bryan Col-
lege of  
Health Sci-

ences are announcing 
major progress in fund-
raising for the nursing 
education facility they 
will locate in some of  
the new space.

In a news release 
Thursday, officials of  
the two colleges re-
ported they have raised 
$2.5 million of  the $3.1 
million needed to build 
out and equip a portion 
of  the expanded build-
ing’s third floor.

That space — 17,000 
square feet — will 
house the Hastings lo-
cation for Bryan’s bach-
elor of  science in nurs-
ing program.

In late 2020, the Lin-
coln-based Bryan Col-
lege forged an agree-
ment with Hastings 
College and Mary Lan-
ning whereunder Bryan 
will offer nursing edu-
cation in Hastings, rep-
licating the successful 
program on its Lincoln 
campus.

Bryan students who 
opt to study in Hastings 
will take their first year 
of  science and general 
education classes at 
Hastings College. They 
will be able to live on 
campus and be part of  
the Hastings College 
community, eligible to 
participate in activities 
and organizations there.

Beginning with their 
sophomore year, the 
students will take nurs-
ing courses taught by 
Bryan faculty in the ed-
ucation center at Mary 
Lanning.

Officials broke ground 
Monday for the build-
ing project, which is ex-
pected to be complete in 
about 18 months.

Meanwhile, recruit-
ing for Bryan’s Hastings 
program began in late 
2020 after plans for the 
program received final 
approval. Two students 
currently are enrolled, 
but the goal is to even-
tually sign 30 students 
per class.

Rich Lloyd is executive 
president of  Hastings 
College and president 
of  the Bryan college. A 
feasibility study for the 
new nursing program 
was announced when 
Lloyd, who already had 
the Bryan post, added 
the HC assignment in 
September 2020.

“This collaboration 
provides important 
benefits for all three 
partners,” Lloyd said. 
“While Bryan Health 
and Mary Lanning 
Healthcare will benefit 

Colleges have raised 
most of the money 
for nursing ed center

HC, BRYAN COLLEGE 
NEED $600K MORE 

TO COVER COSTS  
OF NEW FACILITY
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