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FPB’s Boeve named team MVP. - B1
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89

64

TODAY Partly sunny, then gradu-
ally becoming sunny.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Julian Roberts
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A 
Bladen bar-
rel racer will 
compete at 
the Oregon 
Trail Rodeo 

in Hastings on Sunday.
Hannah Rupprecht 

will ride her horse Jake 
around the cloverleaf  
pattern, in search of  the 
fastest time and a win-
ning check.

Rupprecht grew up in 
Missouri, the daughter 

Back 

in the 

saddle
BLADEN AREA BARREL 

RACER READY  

FOR THIRD YEAR  

OF COMPETITION AT 

OREGON TRAIL RODEO

Courtesy Lindsey Kester

Bladen cowgirl Hannah Rupprecht will compete at the Oregon Trail Rodeo in 
Hastings this weekend.
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Hastings Public Library will stick 
to online programming in the near 
future, including new offerings that 
are intended to build on the success 
of  online programming during the 
summer.

“Definitely first and foremost safety 
was at the top of  our minds,” librar-
ian Kristy Hruska said. “We don’t 
want to bring people back to the li-
brary for programming, especially 
because a lot of  our programs tend to 
bring in a lot of  people.”

Social distancing requirements 
would’ve made it too difficult to have 
in-person programs at this time.

“We’re hoping as soon as things be-
come more safe we’ll be able to do 
that again, but for now with the lim-
ited capacity of  the rooms, and the 
safety of  the large quantities of  peo-
ple we tend to get for our programs, 
we determined it was best for now to 
hold off,” she said.

Library programming 
to remain online 
for foreseeable future

VIRTUAL AUTHOR TALKS  

TO START IN SEPTEMBER

COLLIN BINKLEY  

AND KATIE FOODY

Associated Press

As schools across the U.S. 
decide whether to reopen this 
fall, many are left wonder-
ing how to know if  it’s safe. 
Public health experts say vi-
rus rates in the community 
should be low, but there’s lit-
tle agreement on a specific 
threshold or even a measure-
ment.

The federal government has 
largely left it to state and lo-
cal governments to decide 
when it’s safe to bring stu-
dents back to the classroom. 
The result is a patchwork of  
policies that vary widely by 
state and county. Minnesota, 
for example, suggests fully 
in-person classes if  a coun-
ty’s two-week case rate is 
no higher than 10 per 10,000 
people. In Pennsylvania, it’s 
considered safe if  a county’s 

positive virus tests average 
lower than 5% for a week.

The uncertainty has be-
come a source of  tension 
among school leaders who 
say they are being pressured 
to reopen without clear 
guidelines on how to do it 
safely. Some school leaders 
say they’re left making deci-
sions that should be made by 
health officials.

Parents, too, often say 
they’re being left to fend for 
themselves amid the void, 
scrolling through health 
department dashboards to 
scrutinize virus statistics 
and make decisions about 
whether they should send 
their children back to school 
in-person or virtually.

In Houston, a group of  
school district leaders pushed 
back this week against local 
officials who recommended 
that classes remain virtual 

until hospitalization rates 
and the trend of  new con-
firmed cases flatten, along 
with a 14-day average of  5% 
positive tests.

The superintendents called 
the plan “not attainable” and 
said district officials have 
moved forward with their 
own plans.

Sarah Davidson was among 
the parents who supported 
her school superintendent, 
convinced that local author-
ities set the bar too high for 
a return to in-school classes. 
She looked up data on lo-
cal hospitalization rates and 
spoke to neighbors who work 
as pediatricians before de-
ciding her 5- and 7-year-old 
kids will be better off inside a 
classroom than with virtual 
lessons.

The district is starting the 

When is it safe to open schools? States have varying answers

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

In this July 8 file photo, Des Moines Public Schools custo-
dian Joel Cruz cleans a desk in a classroom at Brubaker El-
ementary School in Des Moines, Iowa. An aggressive push 
by Iowa’s staunchly pro-Trump governor to reopen schools 
amid a worsening coronavirus outbreak has descended 
into chaos, with some districts and teachers rebelling and 
experts questioning the scientific benchmarks being used 
by the state to make decisions.
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Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. 
— Joe Biden vowed to 
unite an America torn 
by crisis and contempt 
Thursday night, accept-
ing the Democratic pres-
idential nomination and 
achieving a pinnacle in 
an unfinished quest that 
has spanned three de-
cades and been marred 
by personal tragedy, 
political stumbles and 
more dynamic rivals.

The past hurdles 
fell away as Biden ad-
dressed his fellow Dem-
ocrats and millions of  
Americans at home who 
he hopes will send him 
to the White House to 
replace Donald Trump – 
though his triumphant 
moment was drained 
of  immediate drama by 
the coronavirus pan-
demic, which left him 
speaking to a nearly 
empty arena rather 

than a to a joyously 
cheering crowd.

“Here and now I give 

you my word, if  you en-
trust me with the pres-
idency, I will draw on 

the best of  us not the 
worst,” Biden declared. 
“I’ll be an ally of  the 

light, not our darkness.”
“And make no mis-

take, united we can 
and will overcome this 
season of  darkness in 
America.”

The pandemic has 
shaken the nation and 
fundamentally altered 
the campaign. But 
Biden pointed to the 
public health emer-
gency and the severe 
economic fallout to turn 
traits previously seen 
as vulnerabilities, nota-
bly a long career spent 
in elected office, into an 
advantage by present-
ing himself  as a compe-
tent leader in a moment 
that Democrats say 
cries out for one in the 
White House.

The night’s keynote 
address was the speech 
of  a lifetime for Biden, 
who at 77 would be the 
oldest president ever 
elected if  he defeats 
Trump in November. 
But his convention 

leaned on a younger 
generation earlier in the 
night to help energize 
his sprawling coalition.

Tammy Duckworth, 
an Illinois senator who 
lost both legs in Iraq 
and is raising two young 
children, said Biden has 
“common decency.”

Cory Booker, only the 
ninth African American 
senator in U.S. history, 
said Biden believes in 
the dignity of  all work-
ing Americans.

And Pete Buttigieg, a 
38-year-old openly gay 
military veteran from 
Indiana, noted that 
Biden came out in favor 
of  same-sex marriage 
as vice president even 
before President Barack 
Obama did.

“Joe Biden is right, 
this is a contest for 
the soul of  the nation. 
And to me that contest 
is not between good 
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Biden seeks Democratic, national unity in convention finale

CAROLYN KASTER/AP

Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden stands 
on stage after Democratic vice presidential candidate Sen. Kamala Harris, 
D-Calif., spoke during the third day of the Democratic National Convention, 
Wednesday at the Chase Center in Wilmington, Del. 
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