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‘Hastings 150’

TONY HERRMAN
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C
elebrating 
with cupcakes 
and cherry 
and grape 
Kool-Aid, the 

city of  Hastings hon-
ored the community’s 
150th birthday, as well 
as the opening of  the 
Hastings Museum’s out-
door classroom Sunday 
afternoon.

Visitors filled the Hast-
ings Museum as well as 
visited activities in the 
museum parking lot rep-
resenting different city 
departments.

Museum director Te-
resa Kreutzer-Hodson 
and Mayor Corey Stutte 
spoke during a short pro-
gram on the museum’s 
front lawn.

Kreutzer-Hodson said 
Hastings has a fairly typ-
ical settlement story.

“It’s not so much that 
as much as how Hastings 
has developed that has 
created a unique commu-
nity,” she said.

The plat for the orig-
inal town of  Hastings 
was filed with the Ad-
ams County Register of  
Deeds on Oct. 15, 1872. 
The history of  other Ad-
ams County towns and 
the county itself  follow 
similar timelines.

The first official busi-
ness of  Adams County 
took place on Jan. 16, 
1872.

The original town of  
Hastings extended from 
North Street, which is 
now Seventh Street, 
south to South Street and 
Burlington Avenue east 
to St. Joseph Avenue.

The crossing of  two 
railroads — the Burling-
ton and Missouri River 
Railroad and the St. Jo-
seph and Denver City 
Railroad — is what really 
set into motion the devel-
opment of  Hastings.

Hastings was named for 
Thomas Del Monte Hast-
ings, a construction en-

gineer for the St. Joseph 
and Denver City Rail-
road, who was instru-
mental in building the 
railroad through Adams 
County.

BNSF Railway was 
the sponsor for Sun-
day’s event as well as the 
“Hastings 150” exhibit, 
which offered city staff 
members the opportu-
nity to tell a personal 
story about any part of  
Hastings and the mu-
seum would incorporate 
an artifact or picture to 
go along with that.

“We can’t cover every-
thing, but we’re covering 
little bits of  pieces and 
parts,” Kreutzer-Hodson 
said. “We just want to 
give you a taste of  what 
Hastings has provided, 
and we want to encour-
age you to pay attention 
to that history.”

“Hastings 150” will be 
on display through the 
end of  the year.

In addition to city de-
partments, represen-
tatives of  the Adams 
County Historical So-
ciety and Hastings Tri-
bune were on hand to 
talk about ongoing work 
on the book “Adams 
County, story continues: 
1970-2021,” which should 
be available to the public 
by the end of  the year.

Stutte, a Hastings na-
tive, said the community 
has gone through a lot of  
changes just during his 
lifetime.

Stutte, who is 40, re-
called there not being 
a lot to do in downtown 
when he was growing up. 
The Imperial Mall was a 
much busier area.

“Over time, we’ve seen 
a great amount of  de-
velopment in downtown 
and now we’re seeing the 
mall area do that with 
the Theatre District,” he 
said.

With other projects like 
North Park Commons 
in north Hastings or the 
Heartwell Renewables 

planned biodiesel plant 
on the eastern edge of  
Hastings as well as half-
cent sales tax projects 
and bond-funded school 
improvement projects, 
there is a lot to be proud 
of  in Hastings.

“We’re 25,000 people 
strong,” Stutte said. 
“We’ve got great school 
districts, we have two 
great colleges. We have a 
lot of  great things going 
on, and we have a very 
bright future in front of  
us. That’s mostly due 
to folks like yourselves. 
I’d just like to thank you 
for choosing Hastings as 
your place to live.”

Installing the muse-
um’s outdoor classroom 
came about from the 
need to replace the con-
crete around the west 
side of  the museum.

“We started thinking, if  
we have to redo the patio, 
what else can we do and 
we reimagined our en-
trance,” Kreutzer-Hod-
son said.

Museum staff members 
wanted something more 
natural and inviting.

They also wanted to 
create an outdoor class-
room.

“Out nation is facing a 
deficit in nature for our 
children,” she said.

The outdoor classroom 
is a space to encourage 
exploration of  the natu-
ral world through music, 
art, play and movement.

People of  all ages can 
build with wooden 
blocks, create a master-
piece using natural ob-
jects, play games, make 
music and more.

“Nature classrooms 
are starting to be recog-
nized as something that 
is very important for 
our children, as well as 
adults,” she said.

The outdoor classroom 
will be open on week-
ends and on the occa-
sional weekday when 

local schools are out of  
session.

The museum will be 
using the outdoor class-
room for Summer Fun 
classes.

The museum will 
launch its Nature Nuts 
program in 2023. The 
program will cover a 
variety of  nature topics 
for people of  all ages.to 
do special activity in the 
outdoor classroom.

Kreutzer-Hodson was 
pleased with the after-

noon.
“I didn’t know what to 

expect, but I was hop-
ing to get a good (atten-
dance) and I think we 
have,” she said after 
the program. “There’s 
a lot of  people who are 
spread out and are do-
ing all the different tents 
and stuff. That’s a big 
difference that they’re 
hitting all of  the areas 
and seeing the things 
the city does with them 
and for them.”
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Hastings museum employees Carla Scheierman and Dan Brosz serve cupcakes and Kool-Aid Sun-
day afternoon during the city’s 150th celebration.
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Mayor Corey Stutte speaks during the Hastings 
150 celebration and dedication of the museum’s 
new outdoor classroom.
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Hastings City Councilman Matt Fong and his daughter, Vivian, play on 
the music wall Sunday afternoon in the Hastings Museum’s new outdoor 
classroom.


