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TODAY A 40% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Partly sunny.

TONIGHT A 50% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Rexx Meyer

follow us

@hastingstribune

TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

Throughout this pro-
cess of  reopening Hast-
ings Public Schools, 
district officials are 
working hard to com-
municate with parents.

That includes an hour-
long virtual town hall 
meeting on Monday 
evening conducted by 

HPS Superintendent 
Jeff Schneider along 
with Michele Bever, ex-
ecutive director of  the 
South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Depart-
ment; and school dis-
trict physician Curtis 
Reimer.

The virtual town hall 
was streamed on the 
Hastings Public Schools 
Facebook page. The 
event generated more 
than 400 comments, 
many of  which were 

questions, and more 
than 5,000 views.

“I understand par-
ents want more specif-
ics than we have right 
now,” Schneider said in 
an interview on Tues-
day afternoon. “The 
truth of  the matter is 
we don’t know all the 
specifics yet. There’s 
not a book that tells 
us how to do this. The 
e-learning, because it’s 
so new, both to us and 
parents, people want 

more specific informa-
tion than we have, but 
the fact of  the matter 
is we are developing 
that as we speak and we 
don’t have it fully devel-
oped yet. And it’s not 
going to be perfect at 
the start of  the year, but 
we are trying to have 
as flexible of  options as 
(we can for) parents so 
that we can have school, 
and this is an extremely 
difficult process.”

Schneider introduced 

the district’s reopening 
plan, which included 
the requirement for face 
coverings, at the Board 
of  Education’s work ses-
sion on July 9.

“The face coverings 
are so controversial we 
can’t make everybody 
happy,” he said. “The 
key was we were able to 
communicate, so that’s 
a real positive thing. 
Not everybody is in full 
support of  our plan. I 
don’t know how you get 

everybody in full sup-
port under these cir-
cumstances.”

Board members will 
act on the plan during 
their regular meeting 
on Aug. 10.

HPS parents have un-
til Friday to opt their 
students into online 
learning.

“Of  course, some 
of  the people that 
are choosing online 

HPS superintendent addresses parents’ questions
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The Adams Central Board of  Educa-
tion will have a special meeting Aug. 3 
at 6:30 p.m. to vote on plans for its stu-
dents returning to classrooms this fall.

The board met Monday for a work 
session to discuss various aspects of  
the return, including whether face 
coverings should be required.

Superintendent Shawn Scott said 
the board reviewed the entire plan for 
the school district, but the issue of  
face masks was the most controver-
sial topic.

“The board had a healthy discussion 
about that,” he said.

A committee of  three board mem-
bers was formed to specifically exam-
ine various aspects of  the novel coro-
navirus disease, COVID-19, as they 
work to reopen the school.

Scott said the plans are nearly ready 
for the board to vote upon, at which 
time he will make the plan available 
to the public, as well. He said the plan 
will be subject to change to match the 
directed health measures enacted by 
the state of  Nebraska.

He said the board has been as thor-
ough as possible with the current in-
formation available. The plan will be 
reviewed Wednesday by the Adams 
Central Safety and Security commit-
tee made up of  patrons and staff. The 
South Central District Health Depart-
ment also is reviewing the plan to of-
fer suggestions.

The health department is recom-
mending students go back to school, 
but wear face coverings when possi-
ble to help prevent the spread of  the 
virus. The final decision on those rec-
ommendations is left to each school 
board.

Overall, Scott said, the goal of  the 
school board and administration is to 
get students back into the classroom 
and have them in session as much as 
possible.

“This still will change and grow with 
everything we learn down the line,” 
he said. “Please have patience with us 
as we try some things that may work 
and some things that may not.”

Adams Central 
school board to vote 
on reopening plan

ANDY RAUN

araun@hastingstribune.com

Good news about the overall posi-
tivity rate for COVID-19 in the South 
Heartland Health District last week 
was offset by increasing case num-
bers and concern for lack of  compli-
ance with recommended safety prac-
tices, leaving the district’s risk level 
for further spread of  the disease un-
changed.

In a news release Tuesday evening, 
Michele Bever, executive director of  
the South Heartland District Health 
Department, announced that the risk 
dial launched in recent times will 
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F
or the last six 
months, Dr. 
David Little 
has been saying 
goodbye to 

patients from his 42-year 
career in internal med-
icine.

But he hasn’t just been 
bidding farewell to num-
bers on a chart. Many of  
his patients have built 
a relationship with him 
over decades.

“A lot of  patients have 
been seeing me for 20, 
30, even 40 years,” Little 
said. “I’ll miss talking 
with them about their 
lives and that friendship. 
It’s been hard for me to 
say goodbye to them.”

Turning 70 at the end 
of  the month, he decided 
it was time to retire. He 
and his wife of  49 years, 
Marje, will be relocating 
to a suburb in Chicago 
to be closer to their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

“We want to spend a lit-
tle more time with our 
grandchildren,” he said.

Marje’s mother still 
lives in Nebraska so they 
will come back to visit, 
but they wanted to relo-
cate to be nearer to one 
child and within driving 
distance of  another. Lit-
tle also will get to golf, 
read, ski and cook more.

Six months ago, Little 
sent out a letter to his 
patients explaining that 
he was retiring at the 
end of  July. He tried to 
meet with each one to 
make a plan for contin-
ued care, either by an-
other physician at Hast-
ings Internal Medicine 
or another doctor.

What he didn’t antic-
ipate was to be leaving 
the practice he helped 
build in the midst of  a 
worldwide pandemic.

“I was not expecting to 
go out with a pandemic 
like this,” he said. “It’s 
been an interesting four 
months for sure.”

Little also has been 
helping in the process 
of  recruiting a doctor to 
replace him at Hastings 
Internal Medicine Asso-
ciates, which he founded 

with Dr. Bill Hervert in 
1978.

Little and his wife both 
were from this part of  
the state and went to 
high school in Grand Is-
land. Little said he was 
happy to stay in the state 
after obtaining his med-
ical license. He likes the 
state and both he and his 
wife had family in the 
area.

Little earned his un-
dergraduate degree from 
the University of  Ne-
braska-Lincoln and his 
medical degree at the 
University of  Nebraska 
College of  Medicine in 
Omaha. He completed 
his internal medicine 
residency at UNMC with 
Hervert.

At that time, Hast-
ings was looking for 
physicians at the time, 
recruiting Little and 
Hervert among others 
between 1976 and 1980. 

Little said the group of  
recruits had a great pro-
fessional relationship 
and camaraderie.

The Hastings Medical 
Park, 2115 N. Kansas 
Ave., was in the planning 
stage when Little moved 
to the city. It opened in 
the summer of  1980 with 
Little and Hervert team-
ing up as one of  the ini-
tial tenants.

By 1992, they had ex-
panded the practice to 
add new partners. The 
practice now is home to 
six doctors and a physi-
cian’s assistant.

“They were good addi-
tions to our practice and 
the city,” Little said.

Major changes oc-
curred over the decades 
in the medical indus-
try. Many changes were 
due to the Medicare sys-
tem, which was only 13 
years old when Little 
started his practice. An-

other major change was 
to computerization and 
the data that the gov-
ernment and insurance 
companies want.

Little said it has been 
tricky to maintain a bal-
ance of  keeping up with 
the changes but not take 
time away from patients.

In addition to his prac-
tice, Little served on 
board of  directors for 
Nebraska Medical Asso-
ciation for six years and 
was elected to speaker 
for an additional six 
years. He served as Med-
ical Chief  of  Staff and a 
member of  the Board of  
Trustees for Mary Lan-
ning Hospital in 1997-98. 
He served many years 
on Mary Lanning Qual-
ity Improvement Com-
mittee.

“Over the years, the 
hospital has been a 
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Dr. David Little is pictured Friday outside Hastings Internal Medicine. Little is 
retiring after practicing for 42 years.

South Heartland risk 
rating steady for week
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