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Tigers win at home against Patriots. - B1

Wednesday, September 4, 2019

weather
79
65

TODAY Sunny. East-northeast 
wind 5-10 mph becoming south.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Southeast 
wind around 10 mph.
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Quiet crossings are 

“more than a dream” for 
Hastings.

That is how Hastings 
City Councilwoman 
Jeniffer Beahm said she 
felt after leaving a meet-
ing Thursday of  the 
Hastings Quiet Crossing 
Committee with repre-
sentatives from the Fed-
eral Railroad Adminis-
tration and Nebraska 
Department of  Trans-
portation.

David Huntley, grade 
crossing inspector for 
the Federal Railroad 
Administration office 
of  safety, discussed the 
process of  pursuing 
quiet zones during that 
Thursday meeting. He 
provided the city with 
the section of  Code of  
Federal Regulations that 
pertains to the use of  lo-
comotive horns at pub-
lic highway rail grade 
crossings to show the 
steps that need to occur 
in order for the city to 
implement quiet cross-
ings.

“Coming out of  this 
meeting I felt a lot better 
about the timeline and 
the next steps we take 
more than I have at some 
of  the past meetings,” 
said Beahm during the 
council’s work session 
Tuesday. She has been 
part of  the quiet cross-
ing committee for two 
years.

She said the committee 
meeting stimulated great 
conversation and posi-
tioned committee mem-
bers in a better direction 
than they had been in 
previously.

“I think we will be see-
ing similar movement on 

a quicker timeline com-
ing up soon,” she said.

The quiet crossings are 
being paid for as part of  
the city’s half-cent sales 
tax, which was renewed 
for 10 years in Septem-
ber 2017 with 81.55% ap-
proval. Collection began 
in April 2018.

There is $350,000 set 
aside for engineering 
work or possibly con-
struction on quiet cross-
ings in the 2019-2020 fis-
cal year. That amount is 
based on what has been 
collected so far.

“To me, the takeaway 
was let’s be aggressive 
about the way we look at 
quiet crossings,” Mayor 
Corey Stutte said. “I 
think that’s exactly how 
we look at this. We have 
great support there from 
the community.”

While he was in Hast-
ings, Huntley also 
showed city officials 
FRA’s national quiet 
zone risk index, which 
includes ratings for ev-
ery railroad crossing in 
the country.

Evaluating every BNSF 
crossing between Show-
boat Boulevard and Mar-
ian Road on the index, 
city officials looked at 
what the affect would 
be by adding curbs ap-
proaching the crossings 
to separate different di-
rections of  traffic for ev-
ery intersection except 
Showboat Boulevard and 
Laird Avenue.

“If  we did only that 
(add curbs) the index 
went down low enough 
that we wouldn’t have to 
go through all the steps 
we would otherwise be 
required,” City Admin-
istrator Dave Ptak said.

Officials look to ‘speed up’ 
quiet zone implementation
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Adams County offi-

cials held the line as best 
they could, and as a re-
sult the 2019-20 budget 
rose barely more than 1% 
over the previous year.

Members of  the Adams 
County Board of  Super-
visors voted 6-0 during 
their regular meeting 
Tuesday to approve the 
budget. Supervisor Glen 
Larsen was absent.

The budget includes 

a property tax require-
ment of  $10,459,145.

The county’s levy rate 
will be .272327, or 27.23 
cents per $100 of  assessed 
taxable valuation.

That means for prop-
erty valued at $100,000, 
the owner would pay 
$272.33 in property 
tax to support Adams 
County.

That levy rate is a 1.18% 
increase over the 2018-19 
levy rate of  .269141. The 
payment to the county 

for property valued at 
$100,000 was $269.14.

The levy increase 
nearly mirrors the coun-
ty’s increase in valua-
tion.

The 2019 valuation 
for Adams County is 
$3,840,659,701, which is 
a $43.6 million increase 
from the 2018 valuation 
of  $3,797,052,249. 

That change in valu-
ation is an increase of  
1.14%.

In situations where 

county department bud-
gets rose for 2019-20 those 
increases were only for 
personnel — wages in-
creased according to 
the county’s step plan. 
The county also saw 
a $400,000 increase in 
health insurance costs 
for the year.

The budget committee 
instructed department 
heads to keep other 
costs the same as 2018-
19. 

Adams County sees 1% levy increase
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In past times when 

the United States has 
been at war, America’s 
Heartland — the na-
tion’s richly productive 
agricultural midsec-
tion, located far from 
any coastline or inter-
national boundary — 
has been considered 
relatively safe from at-
tack.

The current trade war 
involving the United 
States, China and var-
ious other disaffected 
U.S. trading partners 
presents a vastly differ-
ent situation, however.

Through retaliatory 
tariffs, foreign govern-
ments caught up in a 
back-and-forth with 
the Trump adminis-
tration over trade pol-
icy are reaching deep 
into the United States’ 

breadbasket to penalize 
U.S. ag exports — and 
by extension, hit U.S. 
farmers and ranchers 
where they live.

“These trade disputes 
are real and have real 
impacts on Nebraska 
farmers,” said Jay 
Rempe, senior econo-
mist with the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau, in a tele-
phone news conference 
Tuesday morning.

According to a Ne-
braska Farm Bureau 
economic analysis 
unveiled Tuesday, re-
taliatory tariffs will 
cost the 11 Nebraska 
counties in Tribland 
a combined total of  
$125,608,757.71 in lost 
revenue in 2019.

The analysis, pre-
pared by Rempe, in-
dicates Nebraska as a 
whole will lose out on 
$943.2 million in reve-
nue for the year. 

That follows on the 
heels of  tariff-related 
losses of  farm-level 
income estimated be-
tween $675 million and 
$1.026 billion for 2018.

Farm Bureau: 
Losses from 
tariffs hit home

Nebraska to lose 
arouNd $1 billioN iN 

farm reveNue; 
triblaNd to lose 

Nearly $126 millioN
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B
LADEN — After 
almost two weeks 
of  class on the 
Webster Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, 

Silver Lake Elementary had 
its first full day of  school 
Tuesday in a new building.

Students helped teachers 
move supplies into the ele-
mentary Friday after a nearly 
five month construction proj-
ect that began with the dem-
olition of  the old elementary 
in April, two-weeks before 
school ended.

The move marks the com-
pletion of  the building proj-
ect’s phase 1. Phase 2 begins 
with continued construction 
of  the building’s west side.

Elementary classes started 
Aug. 21 and were at the fair-
grounds, a block away from the 
new building. Construction of  
the new school is contracted 
through Ayars and Ayars Inc.

“It feels good. We were 
cramped over there at the 
end of  the year, and we were 
cramped at the beginning of  
the year. We made do with 
what we had,” said Duane 
Arntt, elementary principal. 
“Luckily Ayars & Ayars got 
this completed about a week 
or two before they had origi-

nally told us.”
Over the Labor Day week-

end, school faculty decorated 
the previously bare walls and 
moved in more supplies.

There is still work left to do, 
however. Boxes of  supplies 
remain stacked along the 
walls in rooms during class.

Fourth grade through sixth 
grade has not moved in all 
their supplies yet, because 
they are using temporary 
rooms — two classes are 
currently held in the future 
library, thanks to a wall di-
vider. 

‘The kids love it’
silver lake teachers, 

studeNts move iNto New 
elemeNtary buildiNg  
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Secretary Amber Wengler sets up the voicemail for Silver 
Lake Elementary Tuesday morning. Her desk, along with 
other administrators, is in an unused classroom.
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Boxes of school supplies remain packed in a third-grade classroom Tuesday at Silver Lake 
Elementary in Bladen. School employees helped get rooms ready over the weekend after 
students helped move small items Friday.
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